
 

 

 

(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy) 
Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor 

106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724 

Office phone:  (570) 673-5253 e-mail:  stmichaelparish@frontiernet.net   
website:  www.stmichaelscanton.com 

Office Hours:  Mondays & Wednesdays 8 am - 3:30 pm, Thursdays 8 am - 1 pm 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD, JANUARY 3, 2021 

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“As members of the parish community of Saint Michael, Saint John and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ passed on to our Holy Father and in communion with our Bishop.  We joyfully proclaim 
the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real presence in the Eucharist.  We serve the Lord through acts of faith, hope and 
charity by the graces given through the Sacraments. It is our intention to carry out this mission so that we may be the 
face of Jesus Christ in the world.” 

Pastoral Council:  David Brann, Beth Cole, Leslie Debach, Will Hawrylo, Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper,  
Sherry Vargson, Donna Wolf, Anna Bradford-youth representative 

mailto:stmichaeljohn@epix.net


The sanctuary lamps in all three churches  
burn this week in memory of Richard Carlonas  

by Cheryl Carlonas.                    
Sanctuary lamp intentions may  

be requested by contacting the parish office. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, January 2                  Saint Basil the Great &  
Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops, Doctors fo the Church 

Vigil - Epiphany of the Lord 
4:00 pm, Canton † Mimi Fosnocht (Tom & Nan Gergel) 

Sunday, January 3                    Epiphany of the Lord 
8:00 am, Ralston † Pro Populo 

9:30 am, Canton † John Loftus (Family) 

11:15 am, Troy  † Josephine Szczech (Tim, Leona & Barb) 

Monday, Jan 4     Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
7:00 am, Rectory † All members of the Knights of  

Columbus  (Knights of Columbus) 

Tuesday, January 5           Saint John Neumann, Bishop 
5:30 pm, Troy † Lefty & Barbara Shanley (Denise Ives) 

Wednesday, January 6                   Christmas Weekday 
5:30 pm, Canton † Tony Waldron 

Thursday, January 7                      Christmas Weekday 
No Mass 

Friday, January 8                           Christmas Weekday 
7:00 am, Rectory † Judy Callahan (St. Michael’s A & R) 

Saturday, January 9                       Christmas Weekday 
Vigil - Baptism of the Lord 

4:00 pm, Canton † Dawn Debach (Leslie & Chick Debach) 

Sunday, January 10                     Baptism of the Lord 
8:00 am, Ralston † Judy Callahan  

(Kathie Lepper & Jeannette May) 

9:30 am, Canton † Mark Kingsley (Dad & Mom) 

11:15 am, Troy  † Pro Populo 

Interested in becoming Catholic,  
or refreshing your memory?  

We are now entering into the cate-
chumenate phase, the period of formal 
preparation for entrance into full 
membership in the Catholic Church.  
The catechumenate period is a time of 
focused learning on topics related to Catholic belief and 
practice, training you in the Christian life.  It is a time of 
“more intense preparation for the sacraments of initia-
tion”.  The next session will be on Monday, January 4th 
at 7 pm in the rectory. 

From Father Joe’s Desk 

Saint Michael Parish Prayer List 
Barby, John Adams, Allura Booker, Betty Brown,  

Carol Davis, Carlene Eck, Dorland Eck, Becky Evans, 
Douglas Greene, Melissa Gowan, Robert Dale Hostetter, 

Karleigh Jones, Wanda Jones, Ben Kopetan,  
Sherry Lambert, Creighton MacGill,  

Patti Madigan-Pessoni, Darlene McCurdy,  
Bunny Meuse, Marie Miele, Cathy Ostaszewski,  

Debbie Pawlak, Pauline Pazzaglia, Ronald Rudnicki, 
Jody Schefsky, Mike Slocum, Andrea Smith,  

Sadie Smith, Bonnie Spencer, Rich Stankiewicz,  
Cassie Twist, Wanda Wennerholt, Steven Wilber,  

Anthony Wolf, Donna Wolf, Nicholas Wolf,  
Barb Yanak  

Contact the parish office to add a name to the prayer list. 
Names remain on the list for 3 months per request. 

News from the Knights 

Food pantry collections are continu-
ing in all three churches until further notice.  

Local pantries are in 
great need due to the pandemic.  
Your donations of nonperishable 
food items are greatly appreciated. 

The parish office was closed beginning December 
24th and will re-open January 4th.  Offertory infor-
mation for the week of December 20 - 27, as well as De-
cember 28 - January 3, will be published in the January 
10th bulletin. 

January 4 - 10 Readings 
Mon - 1 Jn 3:22—4:6  Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a   

Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tues - 1 Jn 4:7-10  Ps 72:1-4, 7-8  Mk 6:34-44 
Wed - 1 Jn 4:11-18  Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13  Mk 6:45-52 
Thurs - 1 Jn 4:19—5:4  Ps 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17 

Lk 4:14-22a 
Fri - 1 Jn 5:5-13  Ps 147:12-15, 19-20  Lk 5:12-16 
Sat - 1 Jn 5:14-21  Ps 149:1-6a, 9b  Jn 3:22-30 
Sun - Is 42:1-4, 6-7  Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 9-10  Acts 10:34-38 

Mk 1:7-11 

Thank you to everyone who has offered condolences, 
prayers and Mass intentions for Carol Asbury.  Your lov-
ing support continues to be deeply felt and appreciated. 

With love, Cathy Asbury & family 

Prayer for Christmas 
Almighty God, in your 

mercy, you sent us your 
only son to redeem us.   
We gather in prayer and 
thanksgiving as a family 
and as a church to rejoice!  
Dear Jesus, you became a 
child so that we might   
become children of God.  
Thank you for revealing 
yourself to us.  We pray 
that, throughout the Christ-
mas season and beyond, 
we will have the strength 
to grow ever closer to you. 

Amen. 



Pope Quote:  “I ask God to inspire, in the 
hearts of all, respect for the life of our broth-
ers, especially the most fragile and helpless, 
and to give strength to those who receive 
them and care for them, even when this de-
mands heroic love.” 

Pope Francis’s Prayer Intention:   
January: Intention for Evangelization: – Human 
Fraternity:  May the Lord give us the grace to live in 
full fellowship with our brothers and sisters of other reli-
gions, praying for one another, open to all.  

  Notice Regarding Reporting  
Sexual Abuse of a Minor  

 It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report 
any allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforce-
ment. If you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a 
priest, deacon, religious or lay employee or volunteer of 
the Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immedi-
ately report the matter to law enforcement. If any priest, 
deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the Dio-
cese of Scranton has cause or reason to suspect that a 
minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, including 
child sexual abuse, the matter will be reported to law en-
forcement. It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere 
to all civil and state regulations. In accordance with the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Ser-
vices Laws, reports of suspected child abuse should also 
be made immediately by phone to the 24-HourChild 
Abuse hotline (ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or elec-
tronically at www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis To this end, 
the Diocese is equally committed to adhering to the 
norms of the Code of Canon Law and to upholding the 
tenets of the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Chil-
dren and Young People, which includes supporting vic-
tims of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and 
spiritual well-being. As such, information regarding an 
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be re-
ported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, Mary Beth 
Pacuska at (570-862-7551).  

 

 

 

Aviso al Respecto de Reportar el  
Abuso Sexual de Un Menor  

De Edad Es la norma de la Diócesis de Scranton re-
portar cualquier alegación de abuso sexual de un menor 
de edad a las autoridades. Si usted es una víctima de 
abuso sexual cometido por un sacerdote, diácono, religi-
oso o empleado laico, o voluntario de la Diócesis de 
Scranton, usted está obligado a reportar el asunto inme-
diatamente a las autoridades de la ley. Si algún sacer-
dote, diácono, religioso, empleado laico o voluntario de 
la Diócesis de Scranton tiene sospecha de que un menor 
de edad ha sido sujeto a cualquier forma de abuso, in-
cluyendo abuso sexual de menor de edad, el asunto será 
reportado a las autoridades de la ley. Es la norma de la 
Diócesis defender todas las regulaciones civiles y del 
estado. De conformidad con la Comunidad de los Ser-
vicios de Protección Infantil de Pennsylvania Leyes, in-
formes de sospecha de abuso de niños también debe 
hacerse inmediatamente por teléfono las 24 horas maltra-
to infantil hotline (ChildLine) al 1-800-932-0313 o elec-
trónicamente en www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis  

Al fi n de que la Diócesis esté comprometida 
igualmente a defender las normas del Código de Derecho 
Canónico y defender los principios de la Carta Para la Pro-
tección de Niños y Jóvenes (Conferencia de los Obispos 
Católicos de los Estados Unidos), lo cual incluye apoyar a 
las víctimas de abuso sexual en pos del bienestar emocion-
al y espiritual. Por eso, información respecto a una alega-
ción del asunto sexual de un menor de edad, debe ser re-
portada a la Coordinadora Diocesana de Asistencia para 
Las Víctimas, Mary Beth Pacuska, a (570-862-7551). 

Our Parish Goal for the  

2020 Diocesan Annual Appeal is $12,000.00. 

As of 12/14/2020 we have reached  

83% of our goal, $9,977.82.   

Thank you to everyone who has contributed thus far. 



Cross    rades 
Metal Fabrication 

36318 Rt. 6 
Wyalusing, PA 18853 

Lonnie:  (570) 665-8007 
smithlonnie42@gmail.com 

Lantz:  (405) 204-2902 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

Trinity Family Health Care 
“Serving all your health care needs – naturally!” 

Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C.  
Doctor of Chiropractic 

18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947 
570-297-0471 - 570-297-5434 (Fax) 

St. Michael Parish member 

WIZELMAN ELDER LAW  
Helping Families Navigate the Long Term Care Maze  

570-746-3844 
www.LeslieWizelman.com   

WOLF’S VALLEY MART 
Route 14, Ralston, PA 

(570) 995-5225 
Open 7 Days  

ATM - Groceries - Tobacco 
Your Hometown Country Store 

  Midway truck stop 
       Owner:  The Lees 

PHONE 570-673-4328 
State route 14 
Roaring Branch Pa 

 Open Mon-Sat 6 am til 10 pm  
Closed on Sunday 

Pepper  Funeral  Home 
and Cremation Facility, Inc. Paul (P.D.) Pepper, Owner/Supervisor 

Services with love and compassion. 

Springbrook Drive, Rt. 14 South, Canton, PA 17724 
(570) 673-4333  ·  www.pepperfuneralhomes.com 

WITH SPRINGBROOK DRIVE CREMATORY ON-SITE 

Saint Michael’s  
Altar & Rosary  

Society  
St. Michael’s 
Altar & Rosary 
Society is open to 
all women of  

the parish.  We meet on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
in Saint Michael’s church hall 
at 12:30 pm.  We always wel-
come new members. 

www.hooverclothingstore.com 
754 Canton Street • Troy, PA 

Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm • 570-297-7770 

Jennings  

Coal Sales 
(570) 673-4125 

Canton, PA 17724 

Bulk · Bagged · Stoves · Parts · Service 

Blacksmith Coal Available 

BRANN, WILLIAMS,  
CALDWELL & BLANEY 

Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
1090 WEST MAIN ST.  

TROY, PA 16947-0277 
PHONE (570) 297-2192 

120 TROY ST., CANTON  
PA 17724-0146 

PHONE (570) 673-5495 

 

tributes of life 

Gerald W. Vickery, Jr. 
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. 

1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947 
vickeryfh.com 
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor 

ENDLESS MOUNTAINS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER 
FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED ULTRASOUND 

26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 
13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 

209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 
FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 

(570) 721-2936   OR   CONTACT@EMPCCFREE.COM 
WWW.EMPCCFREE.COM 

In loving memory of 
John Peter and 

James Paul 
Pazzaglia 

Barrett Law Offices 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Canton, PA 17724 
570-673-5180 
Fax:  570-673-5780 
patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

507 West Pine Street 
Athens, PA 18810 
570-888-0297 
Fax 570-888-4142 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com 

Daniel Gilliland 
Funeral Director 

dgilliland@tributesoflife.com 
 

p 570-297-3030 

c 570-506-3665 

1961 Leona Road,  
Troy, PA 16947 

Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday: 7am - 3pm 
Closed on Holidays  

For information or to place an order call us at: 
Local: (570) 297-3574,  Toll Free: (800) 416-3968 

Fax: (570) 297-3562 
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com 

Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
Located in Troy, PA since 1877.  

· Homeowners · Mobile Homeowners  
· Farm Owners · Rental and Seasonal Properties 
Wendy Howe, secretary          Tom Elliot, agent 

                  570-297-4779                    570-358-3940 

GMFIC 
(Since 1877) 

Thank you to all our bulletin 
advertisers for making our 
weekly bulletin possible.   

Contact the parish office for 
information about placing 

your own ad. 

Knights of Columbus  
Council #5517   

Looking for new members.   
See Dates to Remember for 

next meeting date,  
time & location. 

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC 

Joe Perry’s  
Winery 

324 Elms Road  Hours: Fri:  12 - 9 
Troy, PA              Sat:  12 - 9 
570-529-2896         Sun: 12 - 6 

“Serving The Community With Dignity and Respect” 
MORSE & KLEESE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Areas Most Affordable Prices · Locally Owned and Family Operated  
Telephone Inquiries Welcome · Inflation Proof 

Pre-Need Planning Available · Personalized Cremation Service Available 
Kenneth H. Robertson, Supervisor/Owner 

94 N. CENTER ST.              570-673-3193                      CANTON 

St. Agnes School 
102 Third St.,  

Towanda, PA 18848 
(570) 265-6803 

www.stagneselem.com 
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6 

Middle States Accredited 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4423 Leona Road 
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914 

Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711 
Email: 

hawthornridge@gmail.com 
PA030014 

St. Michael Parish member 

Stella's Family Restaurant 
offers a variety of menu 

items and services. 
Follow us on Facebook!  

Open 7 am - 9 pm  
Monday - Sunday 

570-870-2030 
620 Elmira St, Troy, PA 16947  

In loving  
memory of  

Carol Ann Gergel 
 

Saint Jude, Pray for  us. 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  
 

  

http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com
http://www.LeslieWizelman.com


The blessing of a home and inscription of the ini-
tials of the three Magi above each door can be per-
formed either by a priest or the head of the house-
hold.  To ask Father Joe to bless your home with the 
epiphany blessing, please contact Father Joe directly. 

Blessing of a House 

Priest:  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

People:  Who made heaven and earth. 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And with your spirit 

Priest:  Let us pray. 

Peace to this house, and to all who enter here.  
Sprinkle me, O Lord, with blessed water, and I shall 
be purified; wash me and I shall be whiter than 
snow.  Have mercy on me, O God, in your great mer-
cy.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end, Amen. 

Blessed be your name, our God, our shelter from 
all that homelessness and lack of place can mean.  
Blessed be your name, for you have sheltered us.  
Bless now this house, this dwelling place of life and 
love, for you alone assure the peace and strength, 
the care that covers all our differences.  You make 
these rooms a source of confidence, of dignity and 
freedom, for the members of our family household, 
and therefore for our country and the world.  Let 
your Spirit dwell in us and open us to all who need 
our hospitality and care.  Amen.                 

(Sprinkle all the rooms) 

Priest:  In the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen. 

Priest:  From the East, the Maji have come to Beth-
lehem to adore the Lord; Opening their treasuries, 
the offered Him gifts; gold to the Great King; frankin-
cense to the true God; and myrrh for  

His burial. 

(Priest then marks the door with blessed chalk in honor 
of the Three Kings:  Casper, Melchior and Balthasar. 

Letters  are written first, then crosses, then numbers.) 

20 † C † M † B † 21 

Priest:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
Thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. 

All:  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation but de-
liver us from evil.  Amen. 

Priest:  Oh Lord, hear our prayer 

All:  And let our cry come unto you. 

Priest:  The Lord be with you, 

All:  And with your spirit. 

Priest:  Let us pray. 

Oh Lord, God Almighty, bless this home † and 
under its shelter let there be peace, health, happi-
ness, humility, chastity, goodness, kindness, pros-
perity, obedience to Your Commandments, and 
thanksgiving.  Protect this house form fire, disaster 
or anyone who would want to enter it unlawfully.  
May these blessings descend abundantly on this 
home, and remain always in the heart of those who 
dwell here. 

All:  Amen 

(Concluding Prayer) 

Priest:  Come, Lord God, we humbly beg you, and fill 
this house with the serenity of your love, joy and 
peace.  Shower your benediction and grace in abun-
dance upon all who dwell herein.  May the peace 
and blessing of almighty God rest upon this house 
and all who dwell in it.   

All:  Amen. 

 


