
 

 

 

(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy) 

Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor 

106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724 

Office phone:  (570) 673-5253   E-mail:  office@stmichaelscanton.com 

Office Hours:  Mondays & Wednesdays 8 am - 3:30 pm, Thursdays 8 am - 1 pm 

website:  www.stmichaelscanton.com 

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

“As members of the parish community of Saint Michael, Saint John 

and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a relationship with Jesus Christ 

passed on to our Holy Father and in communion with our Bishop.  We 

joyfully proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real presence in the 

Eucharist.  We serve the Lord through acts of faith, hope and charity by 

the graces given through the Sacraments. It is our intention to carry out 

this mission so that we may be the face of Jesus Christ in the world.” 

Anointing of the Sick   

Through this sacrament the believer is 
strengthened by Christ’s grace through 

the anointing of Holy Oils. All who 
are seriously ill, hospitalized, or hav-

ing surgery can receive this sacrament. 
Please contact the parish office if you 

wish to receive this sacrament. 

Baptism   

The sacrament of Baptism is celebrat-
ed by appointment. All parents must 

attend a baptismal preparation meeting 
prior to the Baptism. Please call the 

office to schedule dates. 

Confessions 

 Sat:  3:15 - 3:45 pm St. Michael  
(also available by appointment) 

Matrimony 

A meeting with the parish priest 
should precede all other wedding 

plans.  Couples contemplating matri-
mony should contact the  parish office 
six months to a year before the cele-

bration of the sacrament. 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Wed:  6:00 pm, St. Michael’s Church 
following 5:30 pm Mass  
Benediction at 7:00 pm 

First Friday: Adoration after  
7 am Mass until 7 pm,   
St. Michael’s Church 

First Fridays 

To all elderly and homebound, if you 
would like a visit from Father Joe on 
First Friday, please contact the Parish 

Office and let us know the month  
before. 

C.C.D.  (2021/22) 

(Religious education classes  
held during the school year) 

Sun:  8:15 am St. Michael hall  
10:00 am St. John Nepomucene hall 

DECEMBER 19, 2021 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Pastoral Council 
David Brann, Beth Cole, Leslie Debach, Will Hawrylo, Jean Herman, 

Ralph Lepper, Sherry Vargson, Donna Wolf,  
Anna Bradford-youth representative 



Saint Michael Parish Mass Schedule 

Friday, December 31, 2021 
5:30 pm Vigil Mass, St. John’s Church 

Saturday, January 1, 2022 
9:30 am, St. Michael’s Church 

There will not be a 4:00 pm Vigil Mass on 
January 1st.  January 2nd will follow the  

regular Sunday Mass Schedule. The sanctuary lamps in all three churches burn 
this week for all parents awaiting the birth of their 
child to look to the Blessed Mother and Saint Jo-
seph and follow their example of cherishing and 
protecting human life. 

Saint Michael’s Parish Offerings 
December 6 - 12, 2021 

Weekly Offerings:  1,689.00  
Electronic Offerings:  520.00  
Other Parish Income:  606.50  

 Total Parish Income:  2,815.50  
 Average weekly expenses:  3,762.36  
 Difference:  (946.86) 

Care & Education of Priests: 45.00 
Mission Appeal: 50.00 
Religious Retirement Fund: 341.00 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Oplatki wafers are available at the entrances of all 
three churches.  All we ask is a $2.00 donation per pack-
et to defray the cost.  

Each packet contains 6 wafers of different colors, all 
of which are edible.  I hope you enjoy this custom! 

From Father Joe’s Desk 

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church  

hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. 

Saint Michael Parish Prayer List 
Barby, John Adams, Peggy Adams, Jason Bellows,  

Allura Booker, Tom Ambruch, Betty Brown,  
Jeremy Colony, Carlene Eck, Dorland Eck,  

Melissa Gowan, John Hamburger (great uncle),  
Susan Hagemayer, Robert Dale Hostetter, Wanda Jones,  

Chris Kopaczewski, Ben Kopetan, Ralph Lepper,  
Lanny Lutz, Creighton MacGill, Richard Margeson, 
Darlene McCurdy, Bunny Meuse, Bernadette Moore, 
Cathy Ostaszewski, Pauline Pazzaglia, Mike Slocum,  

Andrea Smith, Rich Stankiewicz, Frank Sullivan,  
Cassie Twist, Elias Vroman, Wanda Wennerholt,  

Steven Wilber, Anthony Wolf, Donna Wolf,  
Johnathan Wolf, Nicholas Wolf, Barb Yanak  

As of December 13, we have reached $12,615 in  
pledges and donations, which is 105% of our  

Diocesan Annual Appeal Goal of $12,000! 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, December 18              Late Advent Weekday 
Vigil - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

4:00 pm, Canton † Bill & Bonnie Spencer 
 (Jeff & Beth Cole) 

Sunday of Advent 
8:00 am, Ralston † Pro Populo 
9:30 am, Canton † Gene & Mary McMahon  

(Mike & Jean Herman) 

11:15 am, Troy  † Marjorie Malone (Tressa Wells) 

Monday, December 20                Late Advent Weekday 
7:00 am, Rectory † John Petro  

Tuesday, December 21                Late Advent Weekday 
5:30 pm, Troy † Bruno Najaka 

Wednesday, December 22          Late Advent Weekday 
5:30 pm, Canton † Jefferey Wynne (His Estate) 
6:00 pm, Holy Hour                             

Thursday, December 23              Late Advent Weekday 
No Mass 

Friday, December 24                   Late Advent Weekday 
Vigil:  The Nativity of the Lord 

4:00 pm, Canton † Christmas Mass Intention 
7:00 pm, Ralston † Christmas Mass Intention 

Saturday, December 25      The Nativity of the Lord 
12:00 am, Troy † Christmas Mass Intention 
10:00 am, Canton † Christmas Mass Intention 

 
8:00 am, Ralston † Jack & Judy Callahan (Susan Schiess) 
9:30 am, Canton † Richard D. Ross (Family) 

11:15 am, Troy  † Robert DePalma (Jayne Cleveland) 

Saint Michael Parish 
Christmas Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th 
4:00 pm, St. Michael’s Church, Canton 
7:00 pm, St. Aloysius Church, Ralston 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25th 
Midnight, St. John Nepomucene Church, Troy 

10:00 am, St. Michael’s Church, Canton 

There will not be a 4:00 pm Vigil Mass on 
December 25th.  December 26th will follow the  

regular Sunday Mass Schedule. 
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Pope Quote:  “God never tires of waiting 
for us. When we turn away, He comes to look 
for us; when we fall, He picks us up; when 
we return to Him after losing our way, He 
waits for us with open arms.  His love is al-

ways gives us the courage to start anew.” 
Pope Francis’s Prayer Intention:  December - Cat-
echists :  Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to 
announce the Word of God: may they be its witnesses, 
with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  

December 20 - 26, 2021 Readings 
Mon - Is 7:10-14  Ps 24:1-4b, 5-6  Lk 1:26-38  
Tues - Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a   

Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21  Lk 1:39-45 
Wed - 1 Sm 1:24-28  (Ps) 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8d  Lk 1:46-56 
Thurs - Mal 3:1-4, 23-24  Ps 25:4-5b, 8-10, 14   

Lk 1:57-66  
Fri - 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16  Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29 

Lk 1:67-79 
Vigil:  The Nativity of the Lord 

Is 62:1-5  Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29  Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 
Mt 1:1-25 

Saturday:  The Nativity of the Lord 
Night:  Is 9:1-6  Ps 96:1-3, 11-13  Ti 2:11-14  Lk 2:1-14 
Dawn:  Is 62:11-12  Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12  Ti 3:4-7 

Lk 2:15-20 
Day:  Is 52:7-10  Ps 98:1-6  Heb 1:1-6  Jn 1:1-18 
Sun - Sir 3:2-6, 12-14  Ps 128:1-5  Col 3:12-21 

Lk 2:41-52 

ST MICHAEL'S HARVEST SUPPER 
We would like to thank all who donated items and 

time to make our Harvest Supper a success.  We could 
not do this without your help. 

Thank You & God Bless 
Sharon Mulno, Jim Ross, Pat Pepper 
Co-chairpersons 

 

My apologies for the delay in publishing this, it came 
through just as I began isolation.  Cathy Asbury 

Our Lady Of Fatima Statue Near  
National Shrine In Washington Vandalized 
WASHINGTON (CNS) – Days ahead of a major 

Marian feast day in the Catholic Church, a marble statue 
of Our Lady of Fatima near the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington was 
vandalized, with Mary’s hands and nose cut off, her face 
scratched and the cross on her crown broken off. 

On Dec. 8, the feast of the Immaculate Conception, a 
spokesman at the national shrine told Catholic News 
Service that around 10:45 p.m. Dec. 5, the perpetrator 
got to the statue by climbing a locked fence that sur-
rounds a rosary walk and garden that includes the statue. 

Video footage showed a masked person doing the 
damage, which was discovered the next morning. Police 
were investigating the vandalism. 

…. 
The Fatima statue and the garden around it were 

completed in 2017, the 100th anniversary of Mary’s ap-
pearances to three shepherd children in a field near Fati-
ma, Portugal, with her message that eucharistic prayer, 
recitation of the rosary and penance would save souls 
and bring peace to the world. 

…. 
On Sept. 23, 2017, Bishop Frank J. Caggiano of 

Bridgeport, Connecticut, blessed the new garden, walk-
ing to the Fatima statue, then around the path. 

…. 
Four years later, the attack on the national shrine’s 

statue of Our Lady of Fatima became one of the latest 
attacks in dozens of incidents of arson, vandalism and 
other destruction that have taken place at Catholic sites 
across the United States since May 2020. 

In an Oct. 14, 2021, news release, the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops said the bishops’ Committee 
for Religious Liberty began tracking such incidents that 
May and by the time the release was issued, there had 
been 100 such incidents. 

…. 
...These are not mere property crimes – this is the 

degradation of visible representations of our Catholic 
faith. These are acts of hate.”  
https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/our-lady-of-fatima-statue-near-

national-shrine-in-washington-vandalized/ 



 

tributes of life 

Gerald W. Vickery, Jr. 
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. 

1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947 
vickeryfh.com 
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor 

Daniel Gilliland 
Funeral Director 

dgilliland@tributesoflife.com 
 

p 570-297-3030 

c 570-506-3665 

f 570-297-4093 

Thank you to all our bulletin 
advertisers for making our 
weekly bulletin possible.   

Contact the parish office for 
information about placing 

your own ad. 

Saint Michael’s  
Altar & Rosary  

Society  
St. Michael’s 
Altar & Rosary 
Society is open to 
all women of  

the parish.  We meet on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
in Saint Michael’s church hall 
at 12:30 pm.  We always wel-
come new members. 

Pepper  Funeral  Home 
and Cremation Facility, Inc. Paul (P.D.) Pepper, Owner/Supervisor 

Services with love and compassion. 

Springbrook Drive, Rt. 14 South, Canton, PA 17724 
(570) 673-4333  ·  www.pepperfuneralhomes.com 

WITH SPRINGBROOK DRIVE CREMATORY ON-SITE 

law office of  
christina fleury 
www.ChristinaFleury.com 

517 Main Street, Towanda 
570.265.6000 

Wills, Powers of Attorney,  
Estates, Family Matters, 
Preservation of Assets in  

Nursing Home Crisis 
Respecting the dignity and  

lifetime of experiences  
of every client 

C F 
Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company 

Located in Troy, PA since 1877.  
· Homeowners · Mobile Homeowners  

· Farm Owners · Rental and Seasonal Properties 
Wendy Howe, secretary          Tom Elliott, agent 

                  570-297-4779                    570-358-3940 

GMFIC 
(Since 1877) 

WOLF’S VALLEY 
MART 

Route 14, Ralston, PA 
(570) 995-5225 

Open 7 Days  
ATM - Groceries - Tobac-

In loving memory of  

Carol Ann  
Gergel 

Saint Jude, 

Pray for  us. 

Barrett Law Offices 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Canton, PA 17724 
570-673-5180 
Fax:  570-673-5780 
patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

507 West Pine Street 
Athens, PA 18810 
570-888-0297 
Fax 570-888-4142 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com 

“Serving The Community With Dignity and Respect” 
MORSE & KLEESE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Areas Most Affordable Prices · Locally Owned and Family Operated  
Telephone Inquiries Welcome · Inflation Proof 

Pre-Need Planning Available · Personalized Cremation Service Available 
Kenneth H. Robertson, Supervisor/Owner 

94 N. CENTER ST.              570-673-3193                      CANTON 

  Midway truck stop 
       Owner:  The Lees 

PHONE 570-673-4328 
State route 14 
Roaring Branch Pa 

 Monday-Friday:  11 am - 8 pm 
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm 

Closed Sunday 

Jennings  

Coal Sales 
(570) 673-4125 

Canton, PA 17724 

Bulk · Bagged · Stoves · Parts · Service 

Blacksmith Coal Available 

Trinity Family Health Care 
“Serving all your health care needs – naturally!” 

Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C.  
Doctor of Chiropractic 

18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947 
570-297-0471 - 570-297-5434 (Fax) 

St. Michael Parish member 

In loving memory of 
John Peter and 

James Paul 
Pazzaglia 

ENDLESS MOUNTAINS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER 
FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED ULTRASOUND 

26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 
13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 

209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 
FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 

(570) 721-2936   OR   CONTACT@EMPCCFREE.COM 
WWW.EMPCCFREE.COM 

Knights of Columbus  
Council #5517   

Looking for new members.   
Meetings are the 2nd Wednes-
day of the Month at 7:15 in St. 

Michael’s Hall. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4423 Leona Road 
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914 

Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711 
Email: 

hawthornridge@gmail.com 
PA030014 

St. Michael Parish member 

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC 

1961 Leona Road,  
Troy, PA 16947 

Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday: 7am - 3pm 
Closed on Holidays  

For information or to place an order call us at: 
Local: (570) 297-3574,  Toll Free: (800) 416-3968 

Fax: (570) 297-3562 
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com 

BRANN, WILLIAMS,  
CALDWELL & BLANEY 

Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
1090 WEST MAIN ST.  

TROY, PA 16947-0277 
PHONE (570) 297-2192 

120 TROY ST., CANTON  
PA 17724-0146 

PHONE (570) 673-5495 

Saint Luke Foundation for Haiti 
Founded by Fr. Rick Frechetti, 
Catholic Priest and Physician.  In 
partnership with the Scranton 
Team learn how you can help by 
going to stlukehaiti.org, or talk to 
David Beahm, St. Michael's parishioner.  
Videos of Father Rick can be found on 
Youtube. 

St. Agnes School 
102 Third St.,  

Towanda, PA 18848 
(570) 265-6803 

www.stagneselem.com 
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6 

Middle States Accredited 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

www.hooverclothingstore.com 
754 Canton Street • Troy, PA 

Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm • 570-297-7770 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

http://www.christinafleury.com/
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com

