


(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy) 

Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor 

106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724 

E-mail:  office@stmichaelscanton.com         

Office phone:  (570) 673-5253         

website:  www.stmichaelscanton.com 

Office Hours:  Mondays & Wednesdays 8 am - 3:30 pm, 

Thursdays 8 am - 1 pm 

The sanctuary lamps in all three churches 
burn this week for those who have participated in 
an abortion and feel they have committed an un-
forgiveable sin to come to know the Lord’s limit-
less mercy, and turn to Him for forgiveness and 
healing. 

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church  

hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. 

Saint Michael Parish Prayer List 
Barby, John Adams, Peggy Adams, Jason Bellows,  

Allura Booker, Tom Ambruch, Betty Brown,  
Jeremy Colony, Paul Dean, Carlene Eck, Dorland Eck,  
Melissa Gowan, Robert Dale Hostetter, Ben Kopetan, 

Ralph Lepper, Lanny Lutz, Creighton MacGill,  
Tom McBlane, Darlene McCurdy, Bunny Meuse,  
Bernadette Moore, John Orr, Cathy Ostaszewski,  
Pauline Pazzaglia, Mike Slocum, Andrea Smith,  

Rich Stankiewicz, Rev. Joseph Staszewski,  
Frank Sullivan, Elias Vroman, Wanda Wennerholt,  

Steven Wilber, Anthony Wolf, Donna Wolf, Johnathan 
Wolf, Nicholas Wolf, Barb Yanak  

Contact the parish office to add a name to the prayer list. 
Names remain on the list for 3 months per request. 

Saint Michael’s Parish Offerings 
April 11 - 17, 2022 

Weekly Offerings:   1,878.25 
Easter Offerings: 2,967.00 
Electronic Offerings:  520.00  
Other Parish Income:     118.00  
 Total Parish Income:    5,483.25 
 Average weekly expenses:  3,762.36  
 Difference:  1,720.89 

Good Friday - Holy Land: 196.25 
Care & Education of Priests:  25.00 
Catholic Relief Services 1.00 

Thank you for your continued support. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Sat, April 23          Saturday within the Octave of Easter 
Vigil:  Divine Mercy Sunday 

4:00 pm, Canton † Jeff Wynne (Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Hamm) 

Sunday, April 24                        Divine Mercy Sunday 
8:00 am, Ralston † Pro Populo 
9:30 am, Canton † Kathie Lepper (Joy & Jerry Brann) 
11:15 am, Troy † Ethan Michael Woodward  

(Jayne Cleveland) 

Monday, April 25                  Saint Mark, Evangelist 
7:00 am, Rectory † Carol Ann Gergel (James Gergel) 

Tuesday, April 26                                  Easter Weekday 
5:30 pm, Troy † Thomas J. Karaban 

Wednesday, April 27                             Easter Weekday 
5:30 pm, Canton † Kathie Lepper (Christina Fleury) 

6:00 pm Holy Hour 

Thursday, Apr 28                                  Easter Weekday 
No Mass 

Friday, April 29    Saint Catherine of Siena, Virgin and  
Doctor of the Church 

7:00 am, Rectory † Jefferey Wynne (His Estate) 

Saturday, April 30                                Easter Weekday 
Vigil:  Third Sunday of Easter 

4:00 pm, Canton † Kathie Lepper  
(Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Hamm) 

Sunday, May 1                      Third Sunday of Easter 
8:00 am, Ralston - For the special intentions of Alden & 
Rosemary Fitzwater for the 55th wedding anniversary 
9:30 am, Canton † Patricia Pessoni 
11:15 am, Troy † Pro Populo 

News from the Knights 

We will hold our Mothers 
Day Breakfast on Sunday, 
May 8th from 9:30 a.m. until 
11:30 a.m. in St. Michael’s 
Church hall.    

Menu:  Pancakes, sausage, 
scrambled eggs, beverages. 

Free to all Women in Honor of Mothers Day.   
Adult Men:  $8 

School-aged children:  $5 
Preschool children:  Free 

Sunday, June 19th, we will be serving 
sausage egg and cheese sandwiches after 
the 9:30 Mass in honor of Father’s Day.  
Donations will be accepted.   

Knights of Columbus welcomes any 
Male member of our parish over the age 
of eighteen to join our organization.  
The first year of membership dues will 
be waived until January 1, 2023.  If you 
would like to become a Knight please 
contact:  Ralph Lepper, John Rushin, Jim Ross, or any 
Knight in the Parish.  If you are a visiting Knight please 
join us for meetings or events. 



The Most Reverend  
John M. Dougherty,  

Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus of Scranton, 
dies at 89  

April 16, 2022  
SCRANTON - The Most Reverend John M. 

Dougherty, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus of Scran-
ton, died April 16, 2022, at his family’s home in Scran-
ton.  

He was born April 29, 1932, in Scranton, the son of 
the late Edward A. and Irene C. Kern Dougherty. He was 
installed as the sixth auxiliary bishop of Scranton on 
March 7, 1995, and served until August 31, 2009, when 
Pope Benedict XVI accepted his resignation two years 
after reaching the mandatory retirement age.  

As a member of Saint Paul Parish, Scranton, Bishop 
Dougherty attended the parochial grade school and grad-
uated from Saint Paul High School in June 1949. In Sep-
tember of the same year, Bishop Dougherty entered 
Saint Charles College, Catonsville, Md., where he stud-
ied for two years.  

In the spring of 1951, Bishop Dougherty applied to 
become a seminary student for the Diocese of Scranton. 
He began his priestly studies on September 19, 1951, at 
St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore, Md. Bishop Dougherty 
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from St. Mary’s in 
June 1953. Three years later, he received a Master of 
Arts in Philosophy from the University of Notre Dame. 
Bishop Dougherty returned to further studies at St. 
Mary’s where he earned a Licentiate in Sacred Theology 
in 1957.  

Bishop Dougherty was ordained a priest for the Dio-
cese of Scranton in the Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scran-
ton, on June 15, 1957, by Bishop Jerome D. Hannan.  

On June 29, 1957, Bishop Dougherty was appointed 
assistant pastor of Saint Ann Parish, Tobyhanna, a com-
munity he served for more than seven years. In prepara-
tion for the opening of St. Pius X Seminary, Dalton, in 
September 1962, he was named Professor of Ascetical 
Theology by Bishop Hannan on March 28, 1962.  

Bishop Dougherty was given an additional responsi-
bility in September 1964, which brought him to his first 
post in the Chancery. He was appointed Director of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith by Bishop Han-
nan.  

On May 19, 1968, Pope Paul VI named Bishop 
Dougherty a Chaplain of His Holiness with the title of 
Monsignor. In the same year, he was appointed Vicar for 
Religious by Bishop J. Carroll McCormick. Four years 
later, Bishop McCormick appointed him Assistant Chan-
cellor of the Diocese. A further responsibility was placed 
on Bishop Dougherty when he assumed the duties of the 
Diocesan Pro-Life Director in February 1976.  

The following year, on September 6, 1977, Bishop 
Dougherty was appointed Chancellor of the Diocese of 
Scranton by Bishop McCormick.  

He was named a 
Prelate of Honor on 
November 2, 1978, 
by Pope John Paul II. 
On June 7, 1984, the 
day of Bishop James 
C. Timlin’s installa-
tion as the Eighth 
Bishop of Scranton, 
Bishop Dougherty 
was appointed Vicar 
General, Moderator 
of the Curia and Di-
ocesan Consultor.  

Bishop Dougherty 
was named pastor of 
Saint Patrick Parish, 
Scranton, on Septem-
ber 4, 1985. The parish community included the church-
es of Saint Patrick, Holy Cross, Saint John the Baptist 
and Immaculate Heart of Mary.  

Pope John Paul II named Bishop Dougherty the Titu-
lar Bishop of Sufetula and Auxiliary to the Bishop of 
Scranton on  
February 7, 1995. His episcopal ordination took place on 
March 7, 1995, in the Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton, 
with Bishop James C. Timlin serving as consecrator.  

At the time of his Episcopal Appointment, Cardinal 
John O’Connor, seventh Bishop of the Diocese of Scran-
ton, lauded Bishop Dougherty’s wisdom, pastoral con-
cern, deep spirituality and profound respect for every 
human person, saying no one was more respected or ad-
mired by the priests, deacons, religious and people of 
Scranton.  

On June 30, 1995, Bishop Dougherty was appointed 
Rector of Villa Saint Joseph, Dunmore, a position he 
held for nearly nine years. On March 1, 2004, Bishop 
Joseph F. Martino gave him significant additional collab-
orative responsibility in the daily administration of the 
Diocese by naming him Vicar for Administration, a new-
ly created central administrative post at the time.  

Bishop Dougherty continued his service to the Dio-
cese through appointments on the Council of Priests and 
Board of Consultors between 2005 and 2010. Even after 
retirement, as Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus, Bishop 
Dougherty served in residence at Christ the King Parish 
in Archbald prior to Bishop Joseph C. Bambera appoint-
ing him to serve as Administrator, pro tem, at Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary Parish in Jermyn in June 2019.  

Since his ordination to the priesthood in 1957 and the 
various pastoral, teaching and administrative positions 
within the Diocese, Bishop Dougherty also was a mem-
ber of the American Catholic Historical Association and 
was elected by Catholic Distance University in Hamil-
ton, Va., to serve on its board of trustees.  

…. 



ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“As members of the parish community of Saint Mi-

chael, Saint John and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a 
relationship with Jesus Christ passed on to our Holy Fa-
ther and in communion with our Bishop.  We joyfully 
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real presence 
in the Eucharist.  We serve the Lord through acts of 
faith, hope and charity by the graces given through the 
Sacraments. It is our intention to carry out this mission 
so that we may be the face of Jesus Christ in the world.” 

Rosary Roundup 
This is the final weekend for rosary dona-

tions!  Thank you to Goya Foods and to eve-
ryone for your generosity in this project! 

Parishes from all over the Western Pasto-
ral Region of the Diocese of Scranton have 
been collecting rosaries.  The Diocese of 
Scranton included this project in their April 
7th e-newsletter to parishes as well as the 
April edition of The Catholic Light.  As a 
result, rosaries have arrived from all over the 
Diocese of Scranton - including from Clarks 
Summit, Greeley, Jessup, Pittston, and 
Stroudsburg!   

As of April 20th, well over 4,000 rosaries 
have been contributed!  The final number of 
how many rosaries were donated and shipped 
will be printed in next week’s bulletin. 

Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera’s  
Statement on the Passing of 

Bishop John M. Dougherty, D.D., Auxiliary  
Bishop Emeritus of the Diocese of Scranton 
“Bishop Dougherty’s passing brings to a close a rare 

example of priestly ministry and service so generously 
shared for 65 years as a priest and 27 years as a bishop. 
While Bishop Dougherty’s retirement was accepted a 
year before my appointment as Bishop of Scranton, his 
willingness to continue to be of service to the faithful of 
our Diocese never diminished throughout his almost 90 
years. 

“Bishop Dougherty will be remembered as a 
thoughtful, quiet presence in the administrative mission 
of the Diocese of Scranton, having tirelessly served my 
four predecessors as Chancellor, Vicar General and 
Auxiliary Bishop. His greatest legacy to this local 
Church, however, won’t be as a leader in the spotlight 
but as a pastor – a servant in the shadows – visiting hos-
pitals in the middle of the night, feeding the poor, shar-
ing the sacraments and offering hope to broken souls 
who looked to him for help. 

“Until his final days of life, even while challenged 
with diminishing health, Bishop Dougherty never shrank 
for a moment from his priestly ministry to the People of 
God, regardless of the situation or circumstance. His 
deep respect for both the leadership of the Church and 
for every baptized soul was evident in his words, his de-
meanor and in his willingness to assume any position of 
service with humility and grace. 

“Bishop Dougherty was one of a kind, with an unex-
pected dry wit that could fill your heart with laughter in 
an instant and a selflessness that made the greatest to the 
least feel at home in his presence. 

“Above all else, Bishop Dougherty was a good and 
faithful priest who served God and the people given to 
his care with every fiber of his being. May God give him 
the rest and peace that he so richly deserves.” 

 The funeral arrangements for the Most Reverend 
John M. Dougherty, Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus of the 
Diocese of Scranton, who died on Saturday, April 16, 
2022, have been finalized.  

Cathedral of Saint Peter 
315 Wyoming Avenue, Scranton, PA 

Monday, April 25, 2022 
Reception of the Bishop followed by public  

visitation:  2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Solemn Vespers:  7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 26, 2022 
Public visitation:  9:00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 
Pontifical Mass of Christian Burial: 11:00 a.m. 
Presider & Homilist: The Most Reverend Joseph C.  

Bambera, Bishop of Scranton 

Both the Vespers Service and Funeral Mass are open 
to the public.  Both services will be televised on 
CTV: Catholic Television of the Diocese of 
Scranton for those unable to attend in-person. 

Internment will be in Cathedral Cemetery, Scranton. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
David Beahm, David Brann, Beth Cole, Leslie Debach, 

Will Hawrylo, Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper,  
Sherry Vargson,  

Sarah Watson - youth representative 

Thank you to Donna Wolf and Anna Bradford for 
serving on the Parish Pastoral Council for many years.  
We welcome David Beahm as a council member and Sa-
rah Watson as the Youth Representative. 

Any concerns, ideas or suggestion for the parish can 
be directed to Father Joe or any Parish Pastoral Council 
member.  The Parish Pastoral Council meets on the third 
Wednesday of the month at 7:15 pm in St. Michael’s 
Church hall. 

CRS Rice Bowl 
THANK YOU Our community changed lives this 

Lent through CRS Rice Bowl, and we want to say 
THANK YOU!  Don’t forget to turn in your CRS Rice 
Bowl or donate online at:  crsricebowl.org/give 

Additional Easter Mass Intentions 
††† Joseph Shon, Rita Shon and Alan Kelley by Mrs. 

Terri Kelley. 
††† Private Intentions by Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Lepper. 

Additional Easter Flowers Intentions 
††† Private intentions by Carole Parker. 



For the Easter Season on                    , small groups 
and individuals are encouraged to  check out Presence: 
The Mystery of the Eucharist.  There are 3 regular epi-
sodes, one bonus episode, a special episode for children 
and one for parents preparing children for First Holy 
Communion.  Study guides are also available for pur-
chase, currently at 60% off.  

Although the Eucharist appears to be simple bread 
and wine, it is actually the “source and summit” of the 
Christian life.  Presence: The Mystery of the Eucha-
rist explores the truth and beauty of Christ’s Real Pres-
ence in the Eucharist, from its origins in Sacred Scrip-
ture to its profound role in the life of the Church and its 
members.  The Eucharist is the crescendo of the entire 
story of salvation.  This series is also available 
in Español. 

Not on                    ?  We have several months left on 
our parish subscription.  Visit https://formed.org/signup 
today.  Our parish zip code is 17724.  It’s FREE! 

284 
 

Pope Quote:  “While worldly power 
leaves only destruction and death in its 
wake, Christ's peace builds up history, 
starting from the heart of every person who 
welcomes us.”  
Pope Francis’s Prayer Intention:  

April - For health care workers:  We pray for health 
care workers who serve the sick and the elderly, espe-
cially in the poorest countries; may they be adequately 
supported by governments and local communities.  

April 18 - 24, 2021 Readings 
Mon - 1 Pt 5:5b-14  Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17  Mk 16:15-20 
Tues - Acts 4:32-37  Ps 93:1-2, 5  Jn 3:L7b-15  
Wed - Acts 5:17-26  Ps 34:2-9  Jn 3:16-21 
Thurs - Acts 5:27-33  Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20  Jn 3:31-36 
Fri - Acts 5:34-42  Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14  Jn 6:1-15 
Sat - Acts 6:1-7  Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19  Jn 6:16-21 
Sun - Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41  Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13 

Rv 5:11-14  Jn 21:1-19 

Purchase tickets online at:  https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/
parish-life/catholic-womens-conference-2022/ 

Mark Your Calendar 

If you have a family member 

who will be graduating from High 

School or receiving a College De-

gree, please contact the parish office. 

Catholic Home Missions Appeal 
Support the Catholic Home Missions Appeal today! 

Nearly 40% of dioceses in the United States and its terri-
tories are considered mission territories because they are 
unable to fund essential pastoral activities needed in 
their communities. Your support funds religious educa-
tion, seminary formation, lay ministry training, and other 
programs that build vibrant faith communities right here 
in the United States. Please be generous. More infor-
mation can be found at www. usccb.org/home-missions  

Catholic Men’s Conference  
“Be A Catholic Man” 2022 Event 

The 7th annual Catholic Men’s Conference, spon-
sored by “Be A Catholic Man”, is planned for Saturday, 
October 8, 2022, at Holy Redeemer High School, 159 S. 
Pennsylvania Blvd, Wilkes-Barre. From 8 am to 3 pm.  
Registration details will soon be available, so mark your 
calendar to save the date! 

https://watch.formed.org/presencia
https://twitter.com/hashtag/peace?src=hashtag_click


Knights of Columbus  
Council #5517   

Looking for new members.   
Meetings are the 2nd Wednes-
day of the Month at 7:15 in St. 

Michael’s Hall. 

St. Agnes School 
102 Third St.,  

Towanda, PA 18848 
(570) 265-6803 

www.stagneselem.com 
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6 

Middle States Accredited 

 

tributes of life 

Gerald W. Vickery, Jr. 
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. 

1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947 
vickeryfh.com 
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor 

Daniel Gilliland 
Funeral Director 

dgilliland@tributesoflife.com 
 

p 570-297-3030 

c 570-506-3665 

f 570-297-4093 

Thank you to all our bulletin 
advertisers for making our 
weekly bulletin possible.   

Contact the parish office for 
information about placing 

your own ad. 

Saint Michael’s  
Altar & Rosary  

Society  
St. Michael’s 
Altar & Rosary 
Society is open to 
all women of  

the parish.  We meet on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
in Saint Michael’s church hall 
at 12:30 pm.  We always wel-
come new members. 

Pepper  Funeral  Home 
and Cremation Facility, Inc. Paul (P.D.) Pepper, Owner/Supervisor 

Services with love and compassion. 

Springbrook Drive, Rt. 14 South, Canton, PA 17724 
(570) 673-4333  ·  www.pepperfuneralhomes.com 

WITH SPRINGBROOK DRIVE CREMATORY ON-SITE 

law office of  
christina fleury 
www.ChristinaFleury.com 

517 Main Street, Towanda 
570.265.6000 

Wills, Powers of Attorney,  
Estates, Family Matters, 
Preservation of Assets in  

Nursing Home Crisis 
Respecting the dignity and  

lifetime of experiences  
of every client 

C F 
Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company 

Located in Troy, PA since 1877.  
· Homeowners · Mobile Homeowners  

· Farm Owners · Rental and Seasonal Properties 
Wendy Howe, secretary          Tom Elliott, agent 

                  570-297-4779                    570-358-3940 

GMFIC 
(Since 1877) 

WOLF’S VALLEY 
MART 

Route 14, Ralston, PA 
(570) 995-5225 

Open 7 Days  
ATM - Groceries - Tobac-

In loving memory of  

Carol Ann  
Gergel 

Saint Jude, 

Pray for  us. 

Barrett Law Offices 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Canton, PA 17724 
570-673-5180 
Fax:  570-673-5780 
patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

507 West Pine Street 
Athens, PA 18810 
570-888-0297 
Fax 570-888-4142 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com 

“Serving The Community With Dignity and Respect” 
MORSE & KLEESE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Areas Most Affordable Prices · Locally Owned and Family Operated  
Telephone Inquiries Welcome · Inflation Proof 

Pre-Need Planning Available · Personalized Cremation Service Available 
Kenneth H. Robertson, Supervisor/Owner 

94 N. CENTER ST.              570-673-3193                      CANTON 

  Midway truck stop 
       Owner:  The Lees 

PHONE 570-673-4328 
State route 14 
Roaring Branch Pa 

 Monday-Friday:  11 am - 8 pm 
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm 

Closed Sunday 

Jennings  

Coal Sales 
(570) 673-4125 

Canton, PA 17724 

Bulk · Bagged · Stoves · Parts · Service 

Blacksmith Coal Available 

Trinity Family Health Care 
“Serving all your health care needs – naturally!” 

Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C.  
Doctor of Chiropractic 

18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947 
570-297-0471 - 570-297-5434 (Fax) 

St. Michael Parish member 

In loving memory of 
John Peter and 

James Paul 
Pazzaglia 

ENDLESS MOUNTAINS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER 
FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED ULTRASOUND 

26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 
13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 

209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 
FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 

(570) 721-2936   OR   CONTACT@EMPCCFREE.COM 
WWW.EMPCCFREE.COM 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4423 Leona Road 
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914 

Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711 
Email: 

hawthornridge@gmail.com 
PA030014 

St. Michael Parish member 

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC 

1961 Leona Road,  
Troy, PA 16947 

Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday: 7am - 3pm 
Closed on Holidays  

For information or to place an order call us at: 
Local: (570) 297-3574,  Toll Free: (800) 416-3968 

Fax: (570) 297-3562 
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com 

BRANN, WILLIAMS,  
CALDWELL & BLANEY 

Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
1090 WEST MAIN ST.  

TROY, PA 16947-0277 
PHONE (570) 297-2192 

120 TROY ST., CANTON  
PA 17724-0146 

PHONE (570) 673-5495 

Saint Luke Foundation for Haiti 
Founded by Fr. Rick Frechetti, 
Catholic Priest and Physician.  In 
partnership with the Scranton 
Team learn how you can help by 
going to stlukehaiti.org, or talk to 
David Beahm, St. Michael's parishioner.  
Videos of Father Rick can be found on 
Youtube. 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

www.hooverclothingstore.com 
754 Canton Street • Troy, PA 

Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm • 570-297-7770 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

http://www.christinafleury.com/
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com

