
Anointing of the Sick   

Through this sacrament the believer is 
strengthened by Christ’s grace through 
the anointing of Holy Oils. All who are 
seriously ill, hospitalized, or having sur-
gery can receive this sacrament. Please 
contact the parish office if you wish to 

receive this sacrament. 

Baptism   

The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated 
by appointment. All parents must attend 
a baptismal preparation meeting prior to 

the Baptism. Please call the office to 
schedule dates. 

Confessions 

 Sat:  3:15 - 3:45 pm St. Michael  
(also available by appointment) 

Matrimony 

A meeting with the parish priest should 
precede all other wedding plans.  Cou-
ples contemplating matrimony should 

contact the  parish office six months to a 
year before the celebration of the sacra-

ment. 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Wed:  6:00 pm, St. Michael’s Church 
following 5:30 pm Mass,  
Benediction at 7:00 pm 

First Friday: Adoration after 7 am Mass 
until 7 pm, St. Michael’s Church 

First Fridays 

To all elderly and homebound, if you 
would like a visit from Father Joe on 
First Friday, please contact the Parish 

Office and let us know the month before. 

C.C.D.  (2021/22) 

(Religious education classes  
held during the school year) 

Sun:  8:15 am St. Michael hall  
10:00 am St. John Nepomucene hall 

Pastoral Council 
David Beahm, David Brann, Leslie Debach, Will Hawrylo,  

Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper, Sherry Vargson 
Sarah Watson - youth representative 

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“As members of the parish community of Saint Michael, Saint John 

and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a relationship with Jesus Christ 
passed on to our Holy Father and in communion with our Bishop.  We 
joyfully proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real presence in the 
Eucharist.  We serve the Lord through acts of faith, hope and charity by 
the graces given through the Sacraments. It is our intention to carry out 
this mission so that we may be the face of Jesus Christ in the world.” 
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(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy) 

Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor 
106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724 

Office phone:  (570) 673-5253       E-mail:  office@stmichaelscanton.com       
website:  www.stmichaelscanton.com 

Office Hours:  Mondays & Wednesdays 8 am - 3:30 pm, Thursdays 8 am - 1 pm 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 



Please pray for  
Luke Crawley and Ellick Smith,  

as well as their parents, sponsors and catechist.  These 
young men will be Confirmed at the 9:30 Mass on June 

5th, Pentecost Sunday in St. Michael’s Church. 

The sanctuary lamps in all three churches burn 
this Memorial Day week for the repose of the 
souls of all who made the ultimate sacrifice for 
their country. 

From Father Joe’s Desk 

A Communal Rosary is prayed at 9:30 am  
Thursday mornings in St. Michael’s Church.   

All are invited to participate. 

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church  

hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. 

Saint Michael Parish Prayer List 
Barby, John Adams, Peggy Adams, Jason Bellows,  

Tom Ambruch, Betty Brown, Jeremy Colony,  
Paul Dean, Carlene Eck, Dorland Eck, Melissa Gowan, 

Robert Dale Hostetter, Ben Kopetan, Ralph Lepper, 
Lanny Lutz, Creighton MacGill, Tom McBlane,  

Darlene McCurdy, Bunny Meuse, Bernadette Moore, 
John Orr, Cathy Ostaszewski, Pauline Pazzaglia,  
Andrea Smith, Rich Stankiewicz, Frank Sullivan,  

Elias Vroman, Wanda Wennerholt, Steven Wilber,  
Anthony Wolf, Donna Wolf, Mike Wolf, Nicholas Wolf, 

Barb Yanak  

Saint Michael’s Parish Offerings 
May 16 - 22, 2022 

Weekly Offerings:  1,782.00 
Electronic Offerings:  520.00  
Other Parish Income:      134.00  
 Total Parish Income:    2,436.00 
 Average weekly expenses:  3,721.88  
 Difference:  (1,285.88) 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Offerings to the parish can be debited directly from 
your checking or savings account either weekly or 
monthly.  Authorization forms are available in the back 
of church or by emailing the parish office. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, May 28                                  Easter Weekday 
Vigil:  Seventh Sunday of Easter 

4:00 pm, Canton † Carol Ann Gergel (James Gergel) 

Sunday, May 29                 Seventh Sunday of Easter 
8:00 am, Ralston † Michael Rushin (John & Pat Rushin) 
9:30 am, Canton † Jefferey Wynne (His Estate) 
11:15 am, Troy † Pro Populo 

Monday, May 30                                   Easter Weekday 
7:00 am, Canton † Carol Ann Gergel (James Gergel) 

Tuesday, May 31                            The Visitation of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary 

5:30 pm, Troy † Alice Kaier 

Wednesday, June 1                          Saint Justin, Martyr 
5:30 pm, Canton † Andrew Phipps  

(Alden & Rosemary Fitzwater) 

6:00 pm Holy Hour 

Thursday, June 2                                  Easter Weekday 
No Mass 

Friday, June 3, First Friday Saint Charles Lwanga and  
Companions, Martyrs 

7:00 am, Canton - For the special intentions  
of Bud Rushin (John & Pat Rushin 

Saturday, June 4                                   Easter Weekday 
Vigil:  Pentecost Sunday 

4:00 pm, Canton † Holy Souls in Purgatory  
(Susan Schiess) 

Sunday, June 5                                Pentecost Sunday 
8:00 am, Ralston † Pro Populo 
9:30 am, Canton † Kathie Lepper (Dot Hopkins) 
11:15 am, Troy † Larry Kieslor (The Bradford Family) 

News from the Knights 

Sunday, June 19th, we will be serving 
sausage egg and cheese sandwiches after 
the 9:30 Mass in honor of Father’s Day.  
Donations will be accepted.   

Saint Michael’s  
Altar & Rosary Society  
This year’s Yard Sale will take 

place on July 15-16.  Start setting 
aside items to donate.  Times and 
dates for donations to be brought to St. Michael’s hall 
will be announced soon. 

Please, no clothing, large furniture, televisions,  
mattresses or exercise equipment. 

Father’s Day Intentions 
In addition to the Father’s Day intention envelopes 

that are in your church envelope offertory packets, Fa-
ther’s Day Spiritual Bouquet cards are at the entrances 
of all three churches.  If you choose to use these cards, 
simply fill out the envelope and check the appropriate 
box for living or deceased father, place your donation in 
the envelope, seal it and drop it in the collection basket.  
There is another envelope which contains a beautiful 
Father’s Day card for you to give to your father, grand-
father, or great grandfather.  Just take that card out of the 
intention envelope and bring the sealed intention enve-
lope, with the information filled out on the front of the 
envelope, back to the church on or before Father’s Day.  







BASKET BINGO 
Saint Michael Catholic Church Hall  

107 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724 
Sunday, June 26, 2022 
12-4 pm   20 Games/25$ 

All Basket prizes valued at $50 or more 
25$ Admission includes 20 games of Bingo each with a prize  
designed for summer fun.  There will be door prizes, raffles  

and concessions available from the kitchen.  

Please contact St. Michael’s Rectory at 570-673-5253 
 or Jean Herman at 570-772-2682 with questions 

or to purchase tickets.  



The manner of receiving holy Communion 
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/resource/56582/

the-manner-of-receiving-holy-communion 
How we handle objects says 

a lot about how we regard them.   
When looking at fine jewelry, 
for example, we are mindful to 
handle the gems careful-
ly.  When observing fine works 
of art, we don’t even touch them 
at all.  When we hold a baby or 
hug a loved one, we do so gently 
and with care.  The things we 
handle carefully are usually the 
things we hold in high esteem. 

When it comes to the holy 
Eucharist, the living sacramental 
presence of Jesus Christ, this 
should be true all the more.  Because we believe that Je-
sus Christ is truly present in the Eucharist—body, blood 
soul and divinity—we reserve the Eucharist in a secure 
tabernacle, constructed of the finest materials availa-
ble.  We situate the tabernacle in a place of honor in the 
Church, usually in the center of the sanctuary, and we 
genuflect before it. 

To reverence our Lord’s sacramental presence, we 
use chalices and patens for the celebration of the Eucha-
rist, not ordinary dishes.  We call these “sacred vessels.” 
Made of precious metal, they are set aside for sacred use 
only.  Priests and deacons wear beautiful vestments dur-
ing the celebration of the Eucharist and most of us, out 
of respect for our Lord, put on our “Sunday best” when 
we head to Mass. 

When we receive our Lord in holy Communion, we 
should receive him in the way we encounter a loved one: 
with reverence, care, gentleness and humility. For in the 
holy Eucharist, the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
notes, "Christ, God and man, makes himself wholly and 
entirely present” (1374). 

Recently, Cardinal Antonio Canizares Llovera, pre-
fect for the Vatican’s Congregation for Divine Worship 
and the Discipline of the Sacraments, encouraged Catho-
lics to consider receiving holy Communion on the 
tongue as a “sign of adoration that needs to be recov-
ered.”  When we do so, he said, we “know that we are 
before God himself and that he came to us and that we 
are undeserving.”  To receive the Eucharist on our 
tongue, he said, is to signify our humility before the Lord 
and to recognize that it is God himself who feeds us. 

For this reason, some Catholics choose to receive the 
Eucharist not in their hands, but directly on their 
tongues.  Receiving the sacred host on our tongue en-
sures that we do not treat Christ’s presence as an ordi-
nary piece of bread. 

Reception of holy Communion on the tongue has 
been a tradition of the Church for more than 15 centu-
ries.  It began, largely, as an effort to affirm that the Eu-
charist was not a symbol or a ritual, but the living pres-
ence of Jesus Christ. In recent years I have observed that 

a growing number of young Catholics, particularly semi-
narians, choose now to receive holy Communion on the 
tongue. 

To be sure, the Church per-
mits Catholics to receive the Eu-
charist either on the tongue or in 
their hands, at the discretion of 
the one receiving holy Commun-
ion.  Both modes of receiving 
holy Communion have their own 
value and their own beauty. 

Some Catholics feel more 
comfortable receiving the Eu-
charist in their hands.  For some, 
touching the Eucharist makes 
them feel more connected to Je-
sus Christ himself.  It takes hu-
mility to accept the Lord, pre 

sent and visible, in our own hands.  Many of the Fathers 
of the early Church recognized that our hands could be a 
“throne” for receiving holy Communion—the Lord, the 
King of Kings.  To make a throne for the Lord with our 
hands is to signify our total commitment to worship and 
to Christian service. 

Catholics who receive in the hand should ensure, 
above all, that their hands are clean as they prepare to 
literally touch the presence of Christ.  When they re-
ceive, St. John Damascene counseled that they should 
put their hands “in the form of a cross.”  They should 
receive right away, not when they return to their seat. To 
pluck, grab or pull the Eucharist into their hands is a sign 
of great disrespect and could lead to accidentally drop-
ping the sacred host.  An even greater danger and sacri-
lege is the possibility of someone stealing a host for triv-
ial or even evil purposes.  Sadly, this actually happens. 

As we prepare[d] to receive the new English transla-
tion of the Roman Missal on the first Sunday of Advent, 
let us take this opportunity to reflect on the manner in 
which we receive our Lord in holy Communion.  It is my 
hope and prayer that we not only use this historic mo-
ment in the liturgical life of the Church to celebrate a 
new English text of the Roman Missal, but that we also 
make this a time of true liturgical renewal in every as-
pect of our worship and communion with the Lord. 

Some may choose to receive the Lord on the tongue 
while others choose to receive in the hand.  All of us 
should receive with great reverence and respect.  And to 
demonstrate reverence and respect, the Church asks us to 
offer a slight bow of the head immediately before receiv-
ing holy Communion.  For to receive our Lord in holy 
Communion is, indeed, the most profound union we can 
have with God this side of eternity. 

This column continues the Denver Catholic Regis-
ter’s New Roman Missal series. 

Bishop James D. Conley is apostolic administrator of 
the Denver Archdiocese.  Father Daniel Cardo and Fa-
ther Marcus Mallick, members of the archdiocese’s Im-
plementation Committee for the New Roman Missal, 
contributed to this column. 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/resource/56582/www.archden.org
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/resource/56582/www.archden.org
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Baby Bottle Campaign 2022 
Baby Bottles are available in all three of our  
beautiful churches.  The campaign runs from  

May 8th, Mother’s Day to June 19th, Father’s Day.   

Pope Quote:  “Whoever welcomes a 
person in need performs not only an act 
of charity, but also of faith, because he 
or she recognizes Jesus in the brother 
or sister.  

Pope Francis’s Prayer Intention:  
June - For families:  We pray for 
Christian families around the world; 

may they embody and experience unconditional love and 
advance in holiness in their daily lives.  

May 30 - June 5, 2022 Readings 
Mon - Acts 19:1-8  Ps 68:2-3b, 4-5acd   Jn 16:29-33 
Tues - Zep 3:14-18a or Rom 12:9-16   

(Ps) Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6  Lk 1’:39-56 
Wed - Acts 20:28-38  Ps 68:29-30, 33-36b   

Jn 17:11b-19 
Thurs - Acts 22:30; 23:6-11  Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11 

  Jn 17:20-26 
Fri - Acts 25:13b-21  Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20b 

Jn 21:15-19 
Sat - Acts 28:16-20, 30-31  Ps 11:4-5, 7  Jn 21:20-25 
Sun - Acts 2:1-11  Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34  

1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Rom 8:8-17   
Jn 20:18-23 or Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26 

Saint Vincent DePaul Envelopes 
The St. Vincent DePaul envelope in the most recent 

mailing replaces the Mid-Year envelope.  Funds are for 
the pastor to use when a parishioner has an emergency 
need.  Our parish has had a St. Vincent DePaul account 
for decades with no regular source of funding. 

Saint Michael Parish 
2022 Joint Altar & Rosary Dinner 

Where: Saint Michael’s Church hall 
Date: Monday, June 13, 2022 
Time: 5:30 pm 
Menu: Grilled chicken or Ham, roasted potatoes, 

coleslaw, vegetable & Dessert 
Cost: $12 per person (due at the door) 
Reservations are due by Monday, June 6th.  Sign-up 

on the sheet in the vestibule of Saint Michael’s Church 
or call Sharon Mulno at 570-673-5857. 

Today we take 
up the collection for 
the Catholic Com-
munication Cam-
paign (CCC).  Your 
support helps CCC 
engage and build Catholic communities in the United 
States and around the world using the internet, televi-
sion, radio, and print media.  Half the funds we collect 
remain here in the Diocese of Scranton to support local 
efforts.  Be a part of this campaign to spread the Gospel 
message.  Support the collection today!  To learn more, 
visit http://www.usccb.org/ccc. 

After many years of service, 
Beth Cole has stepped down from 
the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC).  
Beth has been the driving force 
behind many projects and initia-
tives over the years.  She will be missed from the PPC as 
they continue to work for the revitalization of the parish.  
May God bless her in the next phase of her journey. 

The Parish Office 
will be closed on Mon-
day, May 30th.  Regular 
office hours will resume 
on Wednesday, June 1st.  
The answering machine 
and parish email will be 
monitored during that time.   

Please have a safe and happy Memorial Day weekend. 



BRANN, WILLIAMS,  
CALDWELL & BLANEY 

Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
1090 WEST MAIN ST.  

TROY, PA 16947-0277 
PHONE (570) 297-2192 

120 TROY ST., CANTON  
PA 17724-0146 

PHONE (570) 673-5495 

Knights of Columbus  
Council #5517   

Looking for new members.   
Meetings are the 2nd Wednes-
day of the Month at 7:15 in St. 

Michael’s Hall. 

St. Agnes School 
102 Third St.,  

Towanda, PA 18848 
(570) 265-6803 

www.stagneselem.com 
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6 

Middle States Accredited 

 

tributes of life 

Gerald W. Vickery, Jr. 
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. 

1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947 
vickeryfh.com 
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor 

Daniel Gilliland 
Funeral Director 

dgilliland@tributesoflife.com 
 

p 570-297-3030 

c 570-506-3665 

f 570-297-4093 

Thank you to all our bulletin 
advertisers for making our 
weekly bulletin possible.   

Contact the parish office for 
information about placing 

your own ad. 

Saint Michael’s  
Altar & Rosary  

Society  
St. Michael’s 
Altar & Rosary 
Society is open to 
all women of  

the parish.  We meet on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
in Saint Michael’s church hall 
at 12:30 pm.  We always wel-
come new members. 

Pepper  Funeral  Home 
and Cremation Facility, Inc. Paul (P.D.) Pepper, Owner/Supervisor 

Services with love and compassion. 

Springbrook Drive, Rt. 14 South, Canton, PA 17724 
(570) 673-4333  ·  www.pepperfuneralhomes.com 

WITH SPRINGBROOK DRIVE CREMATORY ON-SITE 

law office of  
christina fleury 
www.ChristinaFleury.com 

517 Main Street, Towanda 
570.265.6000 

Wills, Powers of Attorney,  
Estates, Family Matters, 
Preservation of Assets in  

Nursing Home Crisis 
Respecting the dignity and  

lifetime of experiences  
of every client 

C F 
Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company 

Located in Troy, PA since 1877.  
· Homeowners · Mobile Homeowners  

· Farm Owners · Rental and Seasonal Properties 
Wendy Howe, secretary          Tom Elliott, agent 

                  570-297-4779                    570-358-3940 

GMFIC 
(Since 1877) 

WOLF’S VALLEY 
MART 

Route 14, Ralston, PA 
(570) 995-5225 

Open 7 Days  
ATM - Groceries - Tobac-

In loving memory of  

Carol Ann  
Gergel 

Saint Jude, 

Pray for  us. 

Barrett Law Offices 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Canton, PA 17724 
570-673-5180 
Fax:  570-673-5780 
patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

507 West Pine Street 
Athens, PA 18810 
570-888-0297 
Fax 570-888-4142 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com 

“Serving The Community With Dignity and Respect” 
MORSE & KLEESE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Areas Most Affordable Prices · Locally Owned and Family Operated  
Telephone Inquiries Welcome · Inflation Proof 

Pre-Need Planning Available · Personalized Cremation Service Available 
Kenneth H. Robertson, Supervisor/Owner 

94 N. CENTER ST.              570-673-3193                      CANTON 

  Midway truck stop 
       Owner:  The Lees 

PHONE 570-673-4328 
State route 14 
Roaring Branch Pa 

 Monday-Friday:  11 am - 8 pm 
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm 

Closed Sunday 

Jennings  

Coal Sales 
(570) 673-4125 

Canton, PA 17724 

Bulk · Bagged · Stoves · Parts · Service 

Blacksmith Coal Available 

Trinity Family Health Care 
“Serving all your health care needs – naturally!” 

Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C.  
Doctor of Chiropractic 

18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947 
570-297-0471 - 570-297-5434 (Fax) 

St. Michael Parish member 

In loving memory of 
John Peter and 

James Paul 
Pazzaglia 

ENDLESS MOUNTAINS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER 
FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED ULTRASOUND 

26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 
13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 

209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 
FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 

(570) 721-2936   OR   CONTACT@EMPCCFREE.COM 
WWW.EMPCCFREE.COM 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4423 Leona Road 
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914 

Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711 
Email: 

hawthornridge@gmail.com 
PA030014 

St. Michael Parish member 

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC 

1961 Leona Road,  
Troy, PA 16947 

Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday: 7am - 3pm 
Closed on Holidays  

For information or to place an order call us at: 
Local: (570) 297-3574,  Toll Free: (800) 416-3968 

Fax: (570) 297-3562 
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com 

Saint Luke Foundation for Haiti 
Founded by Fr. Rick Frechetti, 
Catholic Priest and Physician.  In 
partnership with the Scranton 
Team learn how you can help by 
going to stlukehaiti.org, or talk to 
David Beahm, St. Michael's parishioner.  
Videos of Father Rick can be found on 
Youtube. 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

www.hooverclothingstore.com 
754 Canton Street • Troy, PA 

Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm • 570-297-7770 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

http://www.christinafleury.com/
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com

