


The sanctuary lamps in all three churches burn 
this week that we be given the grace to always see 
in others the face of Christ our Savior. 

From Father Joe’s Desk 

A Communal Rosary is prayed at 9:30 am  
Thursday mornings in St. Michael’s Church.   

All are invited to participate. 

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church  
hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, January 7                       Christmas Weekday 

Vigil:  The Epiphany of the Lord 
4:00 pm, Canton † Pro Populo 

Sunday, January 8             The Epiphany of the Lord 

8:00 am, Ralston † Helen DePiano (Ed & Maryann Kanaley  

9:30 am, Canton † Mark Kingsley  
(George & Theresa Kingsley) 

11:15 am, Troy † Joseph Hamburger 
 (The Bradford & Hamburger Families) 

Monday, January 9              The Baptism of the Lord 

7:00 am, Rectory † Vincent Scruchett (The Mizdail Family) 

Tuesday, January 10                                        Weekday 

5:30 pm, Troy † Veronica Robb (Dawn Manley) 

Wed, January 11                                              Weekday 

5:30 pm, Canton † Mary Wilcox (Mark & Sarah Hazelton) 

Thursday, January 12                                      Weekday 

No Mass                                                        

Friday, January 13                                           Weekday 

7:00 am, Rectory † Isabelle Loftus & Dorothy Ferretti 
(Their Families) 

Saturday, January 14                                      Weekday 

Vigil:  2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 pm, Canton † Rich Carlonas (Cheryl Carlonas) 

Sunday, January 15     2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 am, Ralston † Pro Populo  

9:30 am, Canton † Robert DePalma (Jayne Cleveland) 
11:15 am, Troy † Jim Pazzaglia (Pat & Joel Heiland) 

Saint Michael Parish Prayer List 
Barby, John Adams, Peggy Adams, Tom Ambruch,  
Gus Branish, Betty Brown, Paul Dean, Carlene Eck,  
Dorland Eck, Leon English, Melissa Gowan, Robert 

Dale Hostetter, Victoria Johnson, Beatrice Jones,  
Antoinette King, David Kule, Jo Kule, Tom McBlane, 
Darlene McCurdy, Bunny Meuse, Bernadette Moore, 

Delina Morgan, Donna Noble, Michelle Redline,  
Raegan Isabelle Redline, Jim Seiberlich,  

Rich Stankiewicz, Frank Sullivan, Matthew Warren, 
Steven Wilber, John Wilcox, Anthony Wolf,  

Donna Wolf, Nicholas Wolf 

Interested in becoming Catholic,  
or refreshing your memory?  
We are now in the catechumenate 

phase, the period of formal preparation 
for entrance into full membership in the 
Catholic Church.  The catechumenate 
period is a time of focused learning on topics related to 
Catholic belief and practice, training you in the Chris-
tian life.  It is a time of “more intense preparation for the 
sacraments of initiation”.  The next session is at 7 pm on 
Monday, January 9th, 2023 in the rectory.  

Saint Michael’s Parish Offerings 
December 26, 2022 - January 1, 2023 

Weekly Offerings:  1,662.00 
Electronic Offerings:     1,365.00 
Other Parish Income:        1,169.50  
 Total Parish Income:         4,196.50 
 Average weekly expenses:  3,721.88  
 Difference:     474.62 

Care & Education of Priests:  414.00 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Pastoral Council 
David Beahm, David Brann, Leslie Debach,  
Will Hawrylo, Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper,  

Sherry Vargson, Sarah Watson - youth representative 

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“As members of the parish community of Saint Mi-

chael, Saint John and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a 
relationship with Jesus Christ passed on to our Holy Fa-
ther and in communion with our Bishop.  We joyfully 
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real presence 
in the Eucharist.  We serve the Lord through acts of 
faith, hope and charity by the graces given through the 
Sacraments. It is our intention to carry out this mission 
so that we may be the face of Jesus Christ in the world.” 

A Biblical Walk Through the Mass 

The 5-session program A Biblical Walk 
Through the Mass is now a part of the Confir-
mation curriculum in Saint Michael’s Parish!  
You are warmly invited to join us for this pro-
gram upstairs in St. John’s on Tuesdays at 
6:00 pm January 24th through February 28th. 
(We will not meet on February 14th.) 

Discover the Beauty and Riches of the Mass 
The words, the gestures, and the rituals of the Mass are 

rich in meaning.  Everything we say and do in the Liturgy 
is steeped in biblical language.  A Biblical Walk Through 
the Mass explores the extraordinary biblical roots of the 
Liturgy and reveals what it all means and why it all mat-
ters.  This fascinating tour of the Mass will renew your 
faith and deepen your love for and devotion to the Holy 
Eucharist. 

Go to https://youtu.be/Du_7GGoRZXs for a teaser of 
the program.  No materials are needed.  If you want them, 
they can be purchased here:   

https://ascensionpress.com/collections/a-biblical-walk-
through-the-mass 
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As of December 12th, we are at 126.13% of our $12,000 
parish goal.  $15,135 has been donated or pledged.  

Thank you to everyone who has contributed thus far, 
both financially and with your prayers. 

Pope Quote:  “When we have strong feel-
ings of doubt and fear, and we seem to be 
sinking, we must not be ashamed to cry out 
like Peter: “Lord, save me” (Mt 14:30). 
This is a beautiful prayer! And Jesus imme-
diately stretches out his hand.” 

Pope Francis’s January Prayer Intention:  Edu-
cators:  We pray that educators may be credible wit-
nesses, teaching fraternity rather than competition and 
helping the youngest and most vulnerable above all.  

January 9 - 15, 2023 Readings 
Mon - Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38   

Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 9-10  Mt 3:13-17 
Tues - Heb 2:5-12  Ps 8:2ab, 5-9  Mk 1:21-28 
Wed - Heb 3:7-14  Ps 95:6-7c, 8-11  Mk 1:40-45 
Fri - Heb 4:1-5, 11  Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8  Mk 2:1-12  
Sat - Heb 4:12-16  Ps 19:8-10, 15  Mk 2:13-17 
Sun - Is 49:3, 5-6  Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10  1 Cor 1:1-3  

Jn 1:29-34 

Confirmation Choir 
On May 24, 2023, Bishop Bambera will be celebrat-

ing the sacrament of Confirmation for all the students in 
our deanery.  This celebration will take place at SS. Pe-
ter & Paul Church in Towanda, beginning at 5 pm.  We 
would like to have a choir composed of singers from all 
our parishes.  Anyone interested in participating, please 
contact Marie Seibert at seibertspace2@comcast.net. 

 

Week of January 8, 2023 

A Bible Study on the Luminous Mysteries 
The Baptism of Jesus (Part 1)  

Why was Jesus baptized by John the Baptist and 
what does this mean for the Sacrament of Baptism? Sit 
down with Taylor Kemp and Dr. Michael Barber as they 
unpack the first Luminous Mystery of the Rosary.  

Reborn - Episode 1: A New Creation  
This week, as we contemplate Jesus' Baptism, dive 

into the mystery of the Sacrament of Baptism! Through 
our Reborn series, you will come to understand the 
deeper meaning behind your Baptism!  

The Baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist  
The Bible and Baptism | Episode 3  

Dr. John Sehorn joins Fr. Isaac Morales, OP, a Do-
minican friar of the Province of Saint Joseph and Asso-
ciate Professor of Theology at Providence College. This 
episode highlights the significance of Jesus' baptism at 
the hands of his cousin, John the Baptist.  

Our parish has a FORMED subscription.  To set up 
your free account visit formed.org/signup and use zip 
code 17724 to find our parish. 

Saint Michael’s Altar & Rosary Society  
will not meet in January.  The next meeting will be  

on Wednesday, February 8th at 12:30 pm  
in St. Michael’s Church hall. 



St. Agnes School 
102 Third St.,  

Towanda, PA 18848 
(570) 265-6803 

www.stagneselem.com 
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6 

Middle States Accredited 

Trinity Family Health Care 
“Serving all your health care needs – naturally!” 

Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C.  
Doctor of Chiropractic 

18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947 
570-297-0471 - 570-297-5434 (Fax) 

St. Michael Parish member 

WOLF’S VALLEY MART 
Route 14, Ralston, PA 

(570) 995-5225 
Open 7 Days  

ATM - Groceries - Tobacco 
Your Hometown Country Store 

ENDLESS MOUNTAINS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER 
FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED ULTRASOUND 

26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 
13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 

209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 
FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 

(570) 721-2936   OR   CONTACT@EMPCCFREE.COM 
WWW.EMPCCFREE.COM 

Saint Michael’s  
Altar & Rosary  

Society  
St. Michael’s 
Altar & Rosary 
Society is open to 
all women of  

the parish.  We meet on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
in Saint Michael’s church hall 
at 12:30 pm.  We always wel-
come new members. 

242 Main Street 

Blossburg, PA 16912 

570-781-7050 
Sunday-Thursday - 7:30am - 8:00pm 

Friday and Saturday - 7:30am - 9:00pm 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

517 Main Street, Towanda 
570.265.6000 

Wills, Powers of Attorney,  
Estates, Family Matters, 
Preservation of Assets in  

Nursing Home Crisis 
Respecting the dignity and  

lifetime of experiences  
of every client 

  Midway truck stop 
       Owner:  The Lees 

PHONE 570-673-4328 
State route 14 
Roaring Branch Pa 

 Monday-Friday:  11 am - 8 pm 
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm 

Closed Sunday 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4423 Leona Road 
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914 

Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711 
Email: 

hawthornridge@gmail.com 
PA030014 

St. Michael Parish member 

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC 

www.hooverclothingstore.com 
754 Canton Street • Troy, PA 

Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm • 570-297-7770 

Knights of Columbus  
Council #5517   

Looking for new members.   
Meetings are the 2nd Wednes-
day of the Month at 7:15 in St. 

Michael’s Hall. 

1961 Leona Road,  
Troy, PA 16947 

Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday: 7am - 3pm 
Closed on Holidays  

For information or to place an order call us at: 
Local: (570) 297-3574,  Toll Free: (800) 416-3968 

Fax: (570) 297-3562 
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com 

 

tributes of life 

Gerald W. Vickery, Jr. 
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. 

1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947 
vickeryfh.com 
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor 

Daniel Gilliland 
Funeral Director 

dgilliland@tributesoflife.com 
 

p 570-297-3030 

c 570-506-3665 

f 570-297-4093 

Pepper  Funeral  Home 
and Cremation Facility, Inc. Paul (P.D.) Pepper, Owner/Supervisor 

Services with love and compassion. 

Springbrook Drive, Rt. 14 South, Canton, PA 17724 
(570) 673-4333  ·  www.pepperfuneralhomes.com 

WITH SPRINGBROOK DRIVE CREMATORY ON-SITE 

Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
Located in Troy, PA since 1877.  

· Homeowners · Mobile Homeowners  
· Farm Owners · Rental and Seasonal Properties 
Wendy Howe, secretary          Tom Elliott, agent 

                  570-297-4779                    570-358-3940 

GMFIC 
(Since 1877) 

Barrett Law Offices 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Canton, PA 17724 
570-673-5180 
Fax:  570-673-5780 
patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

507 West Pine Street 
Athens, PA 18810 
570-888-0297 
Fax 570-888-4142 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com 

“Serving The Community With Dignity and Respect” 
MORSE & KLEESE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Areas Most Affordable Prices · Locally Owned and Family Operated  
Telephone Inquiries Welcome · Inflation Proof 

Pre-Need Planning Available · Personalized Cremation Service Available 
Kenneth H. Robertson, Supervisor/Owner 

94 N. CENTER ST.              570-673-3193                      CANTON 

Jennings  

Coal Sales 
(570) 673-4125 

Canton, PA 17724 

Bulk · Bagged · Stoves · Parts · Service 

Blacksmith Coal Available 

In loving memory of 
John Peter and 

James Paul 
Pazzaglia 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

In loving memory of  

Carol Ann  
Gergel 

Saint Jude, 

Pray for  us. 

BRANN, WILLIAMS,  
CALDWELL & BLANEY 

Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
1090 WEST MAIN ST.  

TROY, PA 16947-0277 
PHONE (570) 297-2192 

120 TROY ST., CANTON  
PA 17724-0146 

PHONE (570) 673-5495 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

http://www.christinafleury.com/
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com


Parish Financial Report 

St. Michael - Canton 

TREND ANALYSIS (provided by the Finance Office of the Diocese of Scranton) 

 Fiscal Year July 1 - June 30 

 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 

Revenue      

Collections 179,389  163,555  167,176  174,663  178,319  

Faith Formation Fees 784  305  268  421  631  

Fundraising/Development 74,840  12,055  14,228  21,998  55,946  

Other Income 9,377  7,182  8,020  9,763  5,449  

Designated Income/Grants/PPP Loan - - 15,100  - - 

Transfers Savings Account/Other 1,902  - 948  - 301  

Diocesan Special Collections 14,162  7,536  7,970  14,432  16,494  

     Total Revenue 280,453  190,633  213,710  221,278  257,139  

      

Expenses      

Administration 121,771  108,700  126,000  113,108  117,017  

Rectory 13,734  16,043  14,288  15,632  24,402  

Liturgy 6,896  4,660  7,948  8,520  5,465  

Faith Formation 2,640  1,729  2,622  2,106  2,511  

Social Justice 20,653  3,900  5,662  6,361  5,359  

Operation & Maintenance of Plant 22,188  26,656  22,257  25,961  27,553  

Fixed Expense 19,142  16,004  17,271  14,935  16,636  

Debt Service - - - - - 

Capital Outlays - - - - - 

Designated Expenses/Transfers Out - (6) 1,073  - (94) 

Catholic School Assessment 14,868  15,852  18,840  15,848  15,107  

Diocesan Special Collections Remittance 15,479  5,882  8,359  13,342  16,983  

     Total Expense 237,371  199,419  224,320  215,813  230,939  

      

Parish Surplus/(Deficit) - CASH Basis 43,082  (8,786) (10,610) 5,465  26,200  

      

(Increase)/Decrease in Unpaid Diocesan Obligations **(SEE 5,882  (5,448) 5,049  (5,483) 10,588  

      

Actual Parish Net Surplus/(Deficit) 48,964  (14,234) (5,561) (18) 36,788  

      

**NOTE**      

Outstanding Diocesan Obligations could include:  Diocesan assessments, School assessments, health insurance, self-
insurance, pension and other expenses.  All obligations are currently up to date. 

End of Year Unpaid Diocesan Obligations - 5,882  434  5,483  - 

Beginning of Year Unpaid Diocesan Obligations 5,882  434  5,483  - 10,588  

(Increase)/Decrease in Unpaid Diocesan Obligations 5,882  6,316  5,917  5,483  10,588  

      

Diocesan Loan/Debt N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 




