
Anointing of the Sick   

Through this sacrament the believer is 
strengthened by Christ’s grace through 
the anointing of Holy Oils. All who are 
seriously ill, hospitalized, or having sur-
gery can receive this sacrament. Please 
contact the parish office if you wish to 

receive this sacrament. 

Baptism   

The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated 
by appointment. All parents must attend 
a baptismal preparation meeting prior to 

the Baptism. Please call the office to 
schedule dates. 

Confessions 

 Sat:  3:15 - 3:45 pm St. Michael  
(also available by appointment) 

Matrimony 

A meeting with the parish priest should 
precede all other wedding plans.  Cou-
ples contemplating matrimony should 

contact the  parish office six months to a 
year before the celebration of the sacra-

ment. 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Wed:  6:00 pm, St. Michael’s Church 
following 5:30 pm Mass,  
Benediction at 7:00 pm 

First Friday: Adoration after 7 am Mass 
until 7 pm, St. Michael’s Church 

First Fridays 

To all elderly and homebound, if you 
would like a visit from Father Joe on 
First Friday, please contact the Parish 

Office and let us know the month before. 

C.C.D.  (2022/23) 

(Religious education classes  
held during the school year) 

Sun:  8:15 am, St. Michael hall  
Tue:  6:00 pm, St. John Nepomucene hall 

Pastoral Council 
David Beahm, David Brann, Leslie Debach, Will Hawrylo,  

Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper, Sherry Vargson,  
Sarah Watson - youth representative 

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“As members of the parish community of Saint Michael, Saint John 

and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a relationship with Jesus Christ 
passed on to our Holy Father and in communion with our Bishop.  We 
joyfully proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real presence in the 
Eucharist.  We serve the Lord through acts of faith, hope and charity by 
the graces given through the Sacraments. It is our intention to carry out 
this mission so that we may be the face of Jesus Christ in the world.” 

 
 
 

(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy) 
Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor 

106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724 
Office phone:  (570) 673-5253       E-mail:  office@stmichaelscanton.com       

website:  www.stmichaelscanton.com 
Office Hours:  Mondays & Wednesdays 8 am - 3:30 pm, Thursdays 8 am - 1 pm 



From Father Joe’s Desk 

A Communal Rosary is prayed at 9:30 am  
Thursday mornings in St. Michael’s Church.   

All are invited to participate. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, February 25  Saturday after Ash Wednesday 
Vigil:  1st Sunday of Lent 

4:00 pm, Canton † Tana Deery (Chick & Leslie Debach) 

Sunday, February 26                    1st Sunday of Lent 
8:00 am, Ralston † Pro Populo  

9:30 am, Canton † Carol Ann Gergel (James Gergel) 
11:15 am, Troy † Pauline Pazzaglia (St. John’s A&R) 

Monday, February 27                          Lenten Weekday 
7:00 am, Rectory † Bonnie Spencer (by Jeff & Beth Cole) 

5:30 - 7:00 pm, Canton, The Light is ON For You 

Tuesday, February 28                          Lenten Weekday 
5:30 pm, Troy † Inez Tarszowicz (Nancy & David Jaquish) 

6:00 pm, Stations of the Cross 

Wednesday, March 1                           Lenten Weekday 
5:30 pm, Canton † Nancy Acresti (Saint Michael’s A & R) 
6:00 pm, Stations of the Cross 

Thursday, March 2                              Lenten Weekday 
No Mass                                                                                                               

First Friday, March 3                          Lenten Weekday 
7:00 am, Canton † Jerry Ross, Jr. (The Families) 

Saturday, March 4                               Lenten Weekday 
Vigil:  2nd Sunday of Lent 

4:00 pm, Canton † Madeline Moretz (Patricia Deeghan) 

Sunday, March 5                          2nd Sunday of Lent 
8:00 am, Ralston † Pro Populo  

9:30 am, Canton † Special Intention (Jean Herman) 
11:15 am, Troy † John Hite  

(The Bradford & Hamburger Families) 

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church  
hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. 

Saint Michael Parish Prayer List 
Barby, John Adams, Peggy Adams, Tom Ambruch,  

Gus Branish, Betty Brown, Todd Congdon,Paul Dean,  
Mark Desborough, Carlene Eck, Dorland Eck, Leon 

English, Melissa Gowan, Robert Dale Hostetter,  
Victoria Johnson, Beatrice Jones, Antoinette King,  

David Kule, Jo Kule, Paula Longacre, Tom McBlane, 
Darlene McCurdy, Bunny Meuse, Bernadette Moore, 

Delina Morgan, Donna Noble, Rich Stankiewicz,  
Frank Sullivan, Matthew Warren, Steven Wilber,  

John Wilcox, Anthony Wolf, Donna Wolf,  
Nicholas Wolf 

Contact the parish office to add a name to the prayer list.  

Interested in becoming Catholic,  
or refreshing your memory?  

We are now in the catechumenate phase, 
the period of formal preparation for entrance 
into full membership in the Catholic Church.  
This phase is a time of focused learning on topics related 
to Catholic belief and practice, training you in the Chris-
tian life.  It is a time of “more intense preparation for the 
sacraments of initiation”.  The next session is at 7 pm on 
Monday, February 27, 2023 in the rectory. 

The Rite of Election and the Call to Continuing Con-
version will be held on Sunday, February 26, 2023 at 
2:30 p.m. at the Cathedral of Saint Peter, located at 315 
Wyoming Avenue, Scranton.  

Saint Michael’s Parish Offerings 
February 13 - 19, 2023 

Weekly Offerings:  2,610.00   
Electronic Offerings:     490.00 
God’s Love Unites Us one-time gifts: 700.00 
Other Parish Income:          490.50 

Total Parish Income:            4,290.50 
Average weekly expenses:   4,267.09  
Difference:      23.41 

Church in Central & Eastern Europe: 382.50 

Thank you for your continued support. 

2022 Contribution Statements are available.  Re-
quest a statement by using 1 of 3 options.  Please include 
your name and address if using option 1 or 2: 
1) Call (570) 673-5253 
2) E-mail office@stmichaelscanton.com 
3) Write “Statement” on your offertory envelope near 

your name. 

News from the Knights 

Lenten Food Drive 
The Lenten Food Drive sponsored by 

the Knights of Columbus begins this Sun-
day, February 26th.  During Lent we pre-
pare ourselves to celebrate the Paschal Mystery of Our 
Lord's death and resurrection by prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving.  Last year, because of your generous dona-
tions, the Knights were able to deliver 509 lbs. of food to 
the Canton Area Food Pantry.  Food donations are great-
ly needed.  It is a sad reality that many in our own com-
munity experience food insecurity.  The Canton Area 
Food Pantry services approximately 40 families each 
month.  Please help by making donations of food part of 
your Lenten almsgiving.  

First Reconciliation  
Congratulations to Cole Bradford, Laurel 

Golembewski and Isaac Watson on receiving 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first 
time on Saturday, February 25.  Please con-
tinue to pray for them as they prepare to re-
ceive First Holy Communion on May 21st. 

The sanctuary lamps in all three churches  
this week are offered for every human person,  

from conception to natural death, to be recognized 
as precious and beloved in the eyes of the Lord. 







Deanery Wide Lenten Holy Hours 
In conjunction with the National Eucharistic Re-

vival taking place within our country since Corpus 
Christi Sunday, 2022, Most Reverend Joseph C. Bam-
bera, Bishop of Scranton, will visit all 12 deaneries in 
the Diocese of Scranton to celebrate a Holy Hour with 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Vespers and a 
homily on the Most Holy Eucharist during Lent, 2023.  

Dates in our area 

Williamsport Deanery 
Wednesday, March 8, 7:00 pm        
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish,  

Montoursville 

Sayre Deanery 
Thursday, March 9, 7:00 pm                     

SS. Peter and Paul Parish, Towanda 

158 

Pope Quote:  “Dear brothers and sisters, 
may the Holy Spirit sustain us this Lent in 
our ascent with Jesus.  May we experience 
His divine splendor and thus, confirmed in 
faith, persevere in our journey with Him, the 

glory of His people and light of the nations. ” 
Pope Francis’s February Prayer Intention:  For 
victims of abuse:  We pray for those who have suffered 
harm from members of the Church; may they find within 
the Church herself a concrete response to their pain and 
suffering. 

February 27 - March 5, 2023 Readings 

Mon - Lv 19:1-2, 11-18  Ps 19:8-10, 15  Mt 25:31-46 

Tues - Is 55:10-11  Ps 34:4-7, 16-19  Mt 6:7-15 

Wed - Jon 3:1-10  Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19  Lk 11:29-32 

Thurs - Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25  Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8 
Mt 7:7-12 

Fri - Ez 18:21-28  Ps 130:1-8  Mt 5:20-26 

Sat - Dt 26:16-19  Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8  Mt 5:43-48  

Sun - Gn 12:1-4a  Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22  2 Tm 1:8b-10 
Mt 17:1-9 

Symbolon: The Catholic Faith 
Explained Knowing the Faith 

Symbolon is a systematic 
presentation of our Catholic Faith.  
It will lead you through the "big 
picture" of the Catholic Faith and our Creed is the guide.  
Symbolon brings together some of the most trusted Cath-
olic teachers in the world to guide you through the 
breadth and richness of the Catholic faith.    

You are invited to form a small group to go through 
Symbolon during Lent.  In the Easter Season, we will 
continue with Symbolon:  The Catholic Faith Explained 
Living the Faith. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
will be available in St. Michael’s 
Church on Mondays during Lent 

from 5:30 - 7:00 pm. 

 

Week of February 26, 2023 

Father Michael McGivney: An American Blessed  
In May 2020, Pope Francis 

approved a miracle attributed to 
the intercession of Fr. Michael 
McGivney, paving the way for his 
beatification.  This documentary 
highlights Fr. McGivney’s fraternal charity, evangeliza-
tion, and empowerment of the laity.  

Session 1: Jesus: Model and Master of Prayer  
In this episode of his course 

on the Our Father, Dr. Ben Akers 
teaches us what we can learn from 
the perfect model and master of 
prayer:  Jesus himself.   

Discerning God's Will by Fr. Larry Richards  
Discovering the will of God can be an 

intimidating challenge in the spiritual life.  
Join Fr. Larry Richards as he guides us in 
this task through practical advice and per-
sonal stories! 

Our parish has a FORMED subscription.   
To set up your free account visit formed.org/signup  

and use zip code 17724 to find our parish. 



St. Agnes School 
102 Third St.,  

Towanda, PA 18848 
(570) 265-6803 

www.stagneselem.com 
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6 

Middle States Accredited 

Trinity Family Health Care 
“Serving all your health care needs – naturally!” 

Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C.  
Doctor of Chiropractic 

18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947 
570-297-0471 - 570-297-5434 (Fax) 

St. Michael Parish member 

WOLF’S VALLEY MART 
Route 14, Ralston, PA 

(570) 995-5225 
Open 7 Days  

ATM - Groceries - Tobacco 
Your Hometown Country Store 

ENDLESS MOUNTAINS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER 
FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED ULTRASOUND 

26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 
13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 

209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 
FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 

(570) 721-2936   OR   CONTACT@EMPCCFREE.COM 
WWW.EMPCCFREE.COM 

Saint Michael’s  
Altar & Rosary  

Society  
St. Michael’s 
Altar & Rosary 
Society is open to 
all women of  

the parish.  We meet on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
in Saint Michael’s church hall 
at 12:30 pm.  We always wel-
come new members. 

242 Main Street 

Blossburg, PA 16912 

570-781-7050 
Sunday-Thursday - 7:30am - 8:00pm 

Friday and Saturday - 7:30am - 9:00pm 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

517 Main Street, Towanda 
570.265.6000 

Wills, Powers of Attorney,  
Estates, Family Matters, 
Preservation of Assets in  

Nursing Home Crisis 
Respecting the dignity and  

lifetime of experiences  
of every client 

  Midway truck stop 
       Owner:  The Lees 

PHONE 570-673-4328 
State route 14 
Roaring Branch Pa 

 Monday-Friday:  11 am - 8 pm 
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm 

Closed Sunday 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4423 Leona Road 
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914 

Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711 
Email: 

hawthornridge@gmail.com 
PA030014 

St. Michael Parish member 

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC 

www.hooverclothingstore.com 
754 Canton Street • Troy, PA 

Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm • 570-297-7770 

Knights of Columbus  
Council #5517   

Looking for new members.   
Meetings are the 2nd Wednes-
day of the Month at 7:15 in St. 

Michael’s Hall. 

1961 Leona Road,  
Troy, PA 16947 

Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday: 7am - 3pm 
Closed on Holidays  

For information or to place an order call us at: 
Local: (570) 297-3574,  Toll Free: (800) 416-3968 

Fax: (570) 297-3562 
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com 

 

tributes of life 

Gerald W. Vickery, Jr. 
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. 

1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947 
vickeryfh.com 
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor 

Daniel Gilliland 
Funeral Director 

dgilliland@tributesoflife.com 
 

p 570-297-3030 

c 570-506-3665 

f 570-297-4093 

Pepper  Funeral  Home 
and Cremation Facility, Inc. Paul (P.D.) Pepper, Owner/Supervisor 

Services with love and compassion. 

Springbrook Drive, Rt. 14 South, Canton, PA 17724 
(570) 673-4333  ·  www.pepperfuneralhomes.com 

WITH SPRINGBROOK DRIVE CREMATORY ON-SITE 

Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
Located in Troy, PA since 1877.  

· Homeowners · Mobile Homeowners  
· Farm Owners · Rental and Seasonal Properties 
Wendy Howe, secretary          Tom Elliott, agent 

                  570-297-4779                    570-358-3940 

GMFIC 
(Since 1877) 

Barrett Law Offices 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Canton, PA 17724 
570-673-5180 
Fax:  570-673-5780 
patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

507 West Pine Street 
Athens, PA 18810 
570-888-0297 
Fax 570-888-4142 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com 

“Serving The Community With Dignity and Respect” 
MORSE & KLEESE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Areas Most Affordable Prices · Locally Owned and Family Operated  
Telephone Inquiries Welcome · Inflation Proof 

Pre-Need Planning Available · Personalized Cremation Service Available 
Kenneth H. Robertson, Supervisor/Owner 

94 N. CENTER ST.              570-673-3193                      CANTON 

Jennings  

Coal Sales 
(570) 673-4125 

Canton, PA 17724 

Bulk · Bagged · Stoves · Parts · Service 

Blacksmith Coal Available 

In loving memory of 
John Peter and 

James Paul 
Pazzaglia 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

In loving memory of  

Carol Ann  
Gergel 

Saint Jude, 

Pray for  us. 

BRANN, WILLIAMS,  
CALDWELL & BLANEY 

Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
1090 WEST MAIN ST.  

TROY, PA 16947-0277 
PHONE (570) 297-2192 

120 TROY ST., CANTON  
PA 17724-0146 

PHONE (570) 673-5495 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

http://www.christinafleury.com/
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com

