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(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy) 
Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor 

106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724 
Office phone:  (570) 673-5253       E-mail:  office@stmichaelscanton.com       

website:  www.stmichaelscanton.com 
Office Hours:  Mondays & Wednesdays 8 am - 3:30 pm, Thursdays 8 am - 1 pm 

Anointing of the Sick   
Through this sacrament the believer is strengthened by 
Christ’s grace through the anointing of Holy Oils.  All 

who are seriously ill, hospitalized, or having surgery can 
receive this sacrament.  Please contact the parish office 

if you wish to receive this sacrament. 

Baptism   
The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated by appointment. 
All parents must attend a baptismal preparation meeting 
prior to the Baptism.  Call the office to schedule dates. 

Matrimony 
A meeting with the parish priest should precede all other 

wedding plans.  Couples contemplating matrimony 
should contact the parish office six months to a year  

before the celebration of the sacrament. 

Reconciliation 
 Sat:  3:15 - 3:45 pm St. Michael  
(also available by appointment) 

Eucharistic Adoration  
Wednesdays:  St. Michael’s Church  

following 5:30 pm Mass, Benediction at 7 pm 

First Friday: St. Michael’s Church  
following 7 am Mass until 7 pm,  

First Fridays 
To all elderly and homebound, if you would like a visit 

from Father Joe on First Friday, please contact the     
Parish Office and let us know the month before. 

C.C.D.  (2022/23) 
(Religious ed classes held during the school year) 

Sundays:  8:15 - 9:15 am, St. Michael hall 
Tuesdays:  6 - 7 pm, St. John Nepomucene hall 
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The sanctuary lamps in all three churches burn 
this week for the care given to all those in hospice 
to bear witness to the gift of their lives.   

 Sanctuary lamp intentions may be requested 
by contacting the parish office. 

From Father Joe’s Desk LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, April 1                                 Lenten Weekday 
Vigil:  Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord  

4:00 pm, Canton † Pro Populo  

Sun, Apr 2 Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord  
8:00 am, Ralston † Jack Callahan (Bridget & Shawn) 

9:30 am, Canton - For the special intentions of  
Tony Asbury for his 18th birthday (Cathy Asbury)  

11:15 am, Troy † Josephine Szczech (Barb, Leona & Tim)  

Monday, April 3                         Monday of Holy Week 
7:00 am, Rectory † Judith Brunelle  

(Carl & Mary Lou Smith) 

Tuesday, April 4                         Tuesday of Holy Week 
No Mass or Stations of the Cross (Chrism Mass) 

Wednesday, April 5              Wednesday of Holy Week 
No Mass or Stations of the Cross 

Thurs, Apr 6   Holy Thursday of the Lord’s Supper 
7:00 pm, Canton † Priest’s Intention (anonymous) 

Friday, April 7     Friday of the Passion of the Lord 
12:00 pm, Canton, Solemn Good Friday Service,  
5:00 pm, Canton, Stations of the Cross, St. Michael’s 

Meatless Meal in the church hall following Stations 

Saturday, April 8                                  Holy Saturday 
The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 

8:00 pm, Canton † Easter Mass Intentions  

Sunday, April 9                         Easter Sunday of the  
Resurrection of the Lord  

8:00 am, Ralston † Easter Mass Intentions  

9:30 am, Canton † Pro Populo  

11:15 am, Troy † Easter Mass Intentions  

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church  
hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. 

Saint Michael Parish Prayer List 
Barby, Bob Abbott, John Adams, Peggy Adams,  

Tom Ambruch, Gus Branish, Betty Brown,  
Todd Congdon, Paul Dean, Mark Desborough,  

Carlene Eck, Dorland Eck, Leon English,  
Melissa Gowan, Cassie Hamburger,  

Robert Dale Hostetter, Victoria Johnson, Beatrice Jones, 
Antoinette King, David Kule, Jo Kule, Paula Longacre, 

Tom McBlane, Darlene McCurdy, Bunny Meuse,  
Bernadette Moore, Orlando Moralez, Delina Morgan, 

Donna Noble, Gary Polly, Rich Stankiewicz,  
Frank Sullivan, Joe Turk, Matthew Warren,  
Steven Wilber, John Wilcox, Anthony Wolf,  

Donna Wolf, Nicholas Wolf 
Contact the parish office to add a name to the prayer list.  

RCIA 
Practice for our Elect for the Easter Vigil 

will be on Monday, April 3rd at 7:00 pm in 
St. Michael’s Church.   

Please pray for Cassandra Johnson and 
Barbara & Dennis Clarke as they prepare to be fully 

 

Saint Michael’s Parish Offerings 
March 20 - April 2, 2023 

Weekly Offerings:   4,367.00 
Electronic Offerings:  515.00 
Other Parish Income:            97.50  

Total Parish Income:        4,979.50 
Average weekly expenses:   4,267.09  
Difference:      712.41 

Thank you for your continued support. 

2022 Contribution Statements are available.   
Request a statement by contacting the parish office. 

Deanery Lenten Penance Services 

April 2, Palm Sunday 
2:00 pm, Saint Basil the Great Church, Dushore 

5:00 pm, Epiphany Church, Sayre 

 
All the faithful of the Diocese of 

Scranton are invited to attend the annu-
al Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of  

Saint Peter, 315 Wyoming Ave. Scranton, on Tuesday, 
April 4, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. 

At this Mass, priests from throughout the Diocese 
will renew their priestly promises before the Bishop, and 
the oils to be used for the sacraments of Baptism, Con-
firmation, Anointing of the Sick and Holy Orders will be 
blessed and consecrated. Participation in the Chrism 
Mass is a beautiful way to pray for and support our 
priests and to express our unity as the Diocese of Scran-
ton. 

For reserved seating, please contact the Office for 
Parish Life at 570-207-2213 or email  
oplgeneral@dioceseofscranton.org. 

Saint Michael’s Altar & Rosary Society 
There are boxes in all three churches for donations to 

help fill the Easter Gift Bags for shut-in parishioners.  
Snacks, puzzle books, prayer cards & 
books, etc. will be greatly appreciated.  
Call the parish office if you know a shut-in 
parishioner so they can receive a bag. 

The Altar & Rosary Society would like to thank each 
and every one of you for making this year’s pierogi 
event a success.  Not only in sales, but in bringing many 
people together from all three churches and the commu-
nity around us.  A big thank you to all who organized 
and worked the event. 
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What is the Triduum and Why Should I Care? 
April 5, 2012, Mary Lane 

https://catholicexchange.com/what-is-the-triduum-and-why-
should-i-care/ 

Three days in a row at church?  Maybe it sounded 
miserable when you were six, but this year you’re much 
older and wiser.  More importantly, you have gotten to 
know the person of Jesus Christ.  And there is no better 
or more fitting way to commemorate Christ’s passion, 
death, and resurrection than participating in the Easter 
Triduum. 

 What is the Easter Triduum? 
The word “Triduum” can mean any three-day period 

of prayer that typically precedes a feast day.  The Easter 
Triduum (or Paschal Triduum) is the three days of prayer 
that precede the celebration of Easter.  These three days 
see the celebration of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on 
Holy Thursday, a Good Friday service that recalls the 
passion and death of Jesus Christ, and finally, the three 
days culminate in the celebration of Christ’s Resurrec-
tion at the Easter Vigil, after nightfall on Holy Saturday 
but before dawn on Easter Sunday. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
… we celebrate the Mass of the Lord’s Supper (your 

parish probably has this Mass ... around 7pm).  At this 
Mass, we commemorate the Last Supper of Jesus (as, of 
course, we do at every Mass—but in a special way to-
night).  We recall Jesus’ words to the twelve in Luke’s 
Gospel on the night he was handed over, “I have earnest-
ly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.”  
We recall Christ’s washing of the apostles’ feet in the 
institution of the priesthood, and the institution of the 
Eucharist.  The Mass will end with the procession of the 
Blessed Sacrament ... to a place of repose, where the 
faithful are typically able and encouraged to stay and 
pray for a period of time.  The altar in the church is then 
stripped and crosses are covered with a red or purple 
veil.  This is a perfect way to prepare for Good Fri-
day.  Celebrate with Christ the Passover meal, and enter 
with him into the Garden to pray. 

 
 
 

 
 

Good Friday is the day that we commemorate the 
passion and death of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  This is the one day out of the entire year that the 
Catholic Church does not celebrate the Mass.  Instead, 
there is a Good Friday service (usually takes place in the 
afternoon) that typically consists of the Liturgy of the 

Word, veneration of the Cross, and [Holy] Communion 
(the communion hosts received at this service were con-
secrated at the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy 
Thursday).  This is a solemn day on which Catholics are 
obliged to fast.  Especially between the hours of 12 and 
3pm, the faithful are called to meditate on the passion 
and death of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The “mother of all holy vigils”, on this night, the 
Church keeps vigil for the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.   
It is also at this Mass that the Church welcomes its new-
est members through the sacraments of initiation 
(baptism, confirmation, and Eucharist).  You will not 
find a more joy-filled or a more glorious celebration on 
this earth than the Easter Vigil.  A lot more could be 
said, but words just won’t do it justice.   

The goal of our worship, of our liturgy, as Catholics 
is communion with God.  Over these ... three days during 
which we commemorate the good news of our faith as 
Christians, what better way to be united with God than to 
walk the steps of Jesus along with the Church?  To par-
ticipate in the Mass of the Lord’s Supper ..., to enter with 
Christ into the Garden ..., to walk with him on the road 
to Calvary ..., to wait in haste on Saturday and keeping 
vigil into the night, ultimately celebrating his resurrec-
tion from the dead and victory over sin. 

O happy fault, O necessary sin of Adam,  
which gained for us so great a Redeemer!  

Senior Mass and Breakfast 
The Senior Mass and Breakfast for 2023 graduates 

will be at 9:30 am in St. Michael’s Church and hall on 
Sunday, April 30th.  If you have a family member who 
will be graduating from High School or receiving a Col-
lege Degree, contact the parish office by April 17th. 

Pope Francis has asked our parish to support the 
Pontifical Good Friday Collection, which helps 
Christians in the Holy Land, where they are now less 
than 2% of the population.  Your support is essential to 
help the Church minister in parishes, provide Catholic 
schools, and offer religious education.  The Pontifical 
Good Friday Collection also helps to preserve the 
sacred shrines of Christianity, including in Jerusalem, 
Nazareth, and Bethlehem, to name only a few.  

When you contribute to the Pontifical Good Fri-
day Collection, you join with Catholics around the 
world in solidarity with the Church in the Holy Land.  
PLEASE BE GENEROUS!  

For more information about Christians in the Holy 
Land, visit www.myfranciscan.org or www.custodia.org. 
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Pope Quote:  “We need to be cleansed of 
all the dust that has sullied our hearts. 
How? Prayer, fasting, works of mercy: this 
is the journey of Lent.” 
Pope Francis’s April Prayer Inten-
tion:  For a culture of peace and non-

violence:  We pray for the spread of peace and non-
violence, by decreasing the use of weapons by States 
and citizens.  

April 3 - 9, 2023 Readings 

Mon - Is 42:1-7  Ps 27:1-3, 13-14  Jn 12:1-11 

Tues - Is 49:1-6  Ps 71:1-4a, 5-6ab, 15, 17 
Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 

Wed - Is 50:4-9a  Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34  
Mt 26:14-25 

Thurs - Ex 12:1-8, 11-14  Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18 
1 Cor 11:23-26  Jn 13:1-15 

Fri - Is 52:13—53:12  Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25 
Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9  Jn 18:1—19:42 

Sat - 1) Gn 1:1—2:2  Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12-14, 24, 35  
or 33:4-7, 12-13, 20, 22 

2) Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18  Ps 16:5, 8-11 
3) Ex 14:15—15:1  (Ps) Ex 15:1-6, 17-18 
4) Is 54:5-14  Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-12, 13b 
5) Is 55:1-11  (Ps) Is 12:2-3, 4-6 
6) Bar 3:69-15, 32—4:4  Ps 19:8-11 
7) Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28  Pss 42:3, 5; 43:3-4 or,  

when baptism is celebrated, (Ps) Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6  
or Ps 51:12-15, 18-19 

8) Rom 6:3-11  Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23   
9) Mt 28:1-10  

Sun - Acts 10:34a, 37-43  Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23  
Col 3:1-4 or Cor 5:6b-8  Jn 20:1-9 or 41; Mt 28:1-10 

Pastoral Council 

David Beahm, David Brann, Leslie Debach,  

Will Hawrylo, Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper,  

Sherry Vargson, Sarah Watson - youth representative 

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“As members of the parish community of Saint Mi-

chael, Saint John and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a 
relationship with Jesus Christ passed on to our Holy Fa-
ther and in communion with our Bishop.  We joyfully 
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real presence 
in the Eucharist.  We serve the Lord through acts of 
faith, hope and charity by the graces given through the 
Sacraments. It is our intention to carry out this mission 
so that we may be the face of Jesus Christ in the world.” 

 

Week of April 2, 2023 

Triduum: A Spiritual Pilgrimage  
Triduum: A Spiritual Pilgrim-

age, cinematically walks through 
the locations of the Holy Week 
story, representing the most im-
portant days of human history. 
Immersed in the real and sacred places of the Holy Land, 
the pilgrim faithful is brought tangibly nearer to the sto-
ry, the landscape, and the reality of the Passion, Death, 
and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

The Faithful Departed | Eternal Rest | Episode 4  
What is left for the living to 

do after someone dies? In this ses-
sion, we talk about the final ways 
in which those still living on earth 
care for the body and soul of the 
dead. We discuss the work that remains for the living to 
do as we grieve for the deceased and as we turn to the 
work of preparing for our own death, and the hope in 
which we live and die as Christians.  

Holy Week by Dr. Brant Pitre 
Join Dr. Brant Pitre, author 

and Scripture scholar, as he walks 
us through the events of Holy 
Week. Pitre's insights and clarity 
allow the listener to enter into a 
deeper appreciation of the most important events of 
Christ's earthly ministry.  

To set up your free account visit formed.org/signup  
and use zip code 17724 to find our parish. 
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Easter Baskets will be blessed on  
Holy Saturday, April 8th 

12:00 pm (noon), St. John’s Church 
1:00 pm, St. Michael’s Church 
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Jennings  

Coal Sales 
(570) 673-4125 

Canton, PA 17724 

Bulk · Bagged · Stoves · Parts · Service 

Blacksmith Coal Available 

BRANN, WILLIAMS,  
CALDWELL & BLANEY 

Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
1090 WEST MAIN ST.  

TROY, PA 16947-0277 
PHONE (570) 297-2192 

120 TROY ST., CANTON  
PA 17724-0146 

PHONE (570) 673-5495 

St. Agnes School 
102 Third St.,  

Towanda, PA 18848 
(570) 265-6803 

www.stagneselem.com 
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6 

Middle States Accredited 

Trinity Family Health Care 
“Serving all your health care needs – naturally!” 

Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C.  
Doctor of Chiropractic 

18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947 
570-297-0471 - 570-297-5434 (Fax) 

St. Michael Parish member 

WOLF’S VALLEY MART 
Route 14, Ralston, PA 

(570) 995-5225 
Open 7 Days  

ATM - Groceries - Tobacco 
Your Hometown Country Store 

ENDLESS MOUNTAINS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER 
FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED ULTRASOUND 

26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 
13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 

209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 
FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 

(570) 721-2936   OR   CONTACT@EMPCCFREE.COM 
WWW.EMPCCFREE.COM 

Saint Michael’s  
Altar & Rosary  

Society  
St. Michael’s 
Altar & Rosary 
Society is open to 
all women of  

the parish.  We meet on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
in Saint Michael’s church hall 
at 12:30 pm.  We always wel-
come new members. 

242 Main Street 

Blossburg, PA 16912 

570-781-7050 
Sunday-Thursday - 7:30am - 8:00pm 

Friday and Saturday - 7:30am - 9:00pm 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

517 Main Street, Towanda 
570.265.6000 

Wills, Powers of Attorney,  
Estates, Family Matters, 
Preservation of Assets in  

Nursing Home Crisis 
Respecting the dignity and  

lifetime of experiences  
of every client 

  Midway truck stop 
       Owner:  The Lees 

PHONE 570-673-4328 
State route 14 
Roaring Branch Pa 

 Monday-Friday:  11 am - 8 pm 
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm 

Closed Sunday 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4423 Leona Road 
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914 

Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711 
Email: 

hawthornridge@gmail.com 
PA030014 

St. Michael Parish member 

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC 

www.hooverclothingstore.com 
754 Canton Street • Troy, PA 

Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm • 570-297-7770 

Knights of Columbus  
Council #5517   

Looking for new members.   
Meetings are the 2nd Wednes-
day of the Month at 7:15 in St. 

Michael’s Hall. 

1961 Leona Road,  
Troy, PA 16947 

Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday: 7am - 3pm 
Closed on Holidays  

For information or to place an order call us at: 
Local: (570) 297-3574,  Toll Free: (800) 416-3968 

Fax: (570) 297-3562 
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com 

 

tributes of life 

Gerald W. Vickery, Jr. 
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. 

1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947 
vickeryfh.com 
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor 

Daniel Gilliland 
Funeral Director 

dgilliland@tributesoflife.com 
 

p 570-297-3030 

c 570-506-3665 

f 570-297-4093 

Pepper  Funeral  Home 
and Cremation Facility, Inc. Paul (P.D.) Pepper, Owner/Supervisor 

Services with love and compassion. 

Springbrook Drive, Rt. 14 South, Canton, PA 17724 
(570) 673-4333  ·  www.pepperfuneralhomes.com 

WITH SPRINGBROOK DRIVE CREMATORY ON-SITE 

Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
Located in Troy, PA since 1877.  

· Homeowners · Mobile Homeowners  
· Farm Owners · Rental and Seasonal Properties 
Wendy Howe, secretary          Tom Elliott, agent 

                  570-297-4779                    570-358-3940 

GMFIC 
(Since 1877) 

Barrett Law Offices 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Canton, PA 17724 
570-673-5180 
Fax:  570-673-5780 
patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

507 West Pine Street 
Athens, PA 18810 
570-888-0297 
Fax 570-888-4142 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com 

“Serving The Community With Dignity and Respect” 
MORSE & KLEESE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Areas Most Affordable Prices · Locally Owned and Family Operated  
Telephone Inquiries Welcome · Inflation Proof 

Pre-Need Planning Available · Personalized Cremation Service Available 
Kenneth H. Robertson, Supervisor/Owner 

94 N. CENTER ST.              570-673-3193                      CANTON 

In loving memory of 
John Peter and 

James Paul 
Pazzaglia 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

In loving memory of  

Carol Ann  
Gergel 

Saint Jude, 

Pray for  us. 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

http://www.christinafleury.com/
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com

