- Office phone: (570) 673-5253

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

ST. MICHAEL

CATHOLIC PARISH

(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy)
Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor

106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724

E-mail: office@stmichaelscanton.com

website: www.stmichaelscanton.com
Office Hours: Mondays & Wednesdays 8 am - 3:30 pm, Thursdays 8 am - 1 pm

Anointing of the Sick

Through this sacrament the believer is
strengthened by Christ’s grace through
the anointing of Holy Oils. All who are
seriously ill, hospitalized, or having sur-
gery can receive this sacrament. Please
contact the parish office if you wish to
receive this sacrament.

Baptism
The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated
by appointment. All parents must attend
a baptismal preparation meeting prior to
the Baptism. Please call the office to
schedule dates.

Confessions

Sat: 3:15 - 3:45 pm St. Michael
(also available by appointment)

Matrimony
A meeting with the parish priest should
precede all other wedding plans. Cou-
ples contemplating matrimony should
contact the parish office six months to a
year before the celebration of the sacra-
ment.

Eucharistic Adoration
Wed: 6:00 pm, St. Michael’s Church
following 5:30 pm Mass,
Benediction at 7:00 pm
First Friday: Adoration after 7 am Mass
until 7 pm, St. Michael’s Church

First Fridays
To all elderly and homebound, if you
would like a visit from Father Joe on
First Friday, please contact the Parish
Office and let us know the month before.

C.C.D. (2022/23)
(Religious education classes
held during the school year)
Sun: 8:15 am, St. Michael hall
Tue: 6:00 pm, St. John Nepomucene hall

Pastoral Council
David Beahm, David Brann, Leslie Debach, Will Hawrylo,
Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper, Sherry Vargson,
Sarah Watson - youth representative

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

“As members of the parish community of Saint Michael, Saint John
and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a relationship with Jesus Christ
passed on to our Holy Father and in communion with our Bishop. We
joyfully proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real presence in the
Eucharist. We serve the Lord through acts of faith, hope and charity by
the graces given through the Sacraments. It is our intention to carry out
this mission so that we may be the face of Jesus Christ in the world.”




LITURGY SCHEDULE

FroM FATHER JOE’S DESK

Saturday, April 29 Easter Weekday
VIGIL: 4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
4:00 pm, Canton T Pro Populo

Sunday, April 30 4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00 am, Ralston § Jack Callahan (Bridget & Shawn)

9:30 am, Canton T Chris Arnold (Jerry & Joy Brann)

11:15 am, Troy ¥ William Misson

Monday, May 1 Easter Weekday

7:00 am, Rectory T Nancy Wright & Skip Cole
(Jeff & Beth Cole)

Tuesday, May 2 Saint Athanasius, Bishop,
Doctor of the Church

5:30 pm, Troy f Inez Tarszowicz (Ann & Andrew Kulick)

MOTHER’S DAY SPIRITUAL BOUQUET CARDS

In addition to the Mother’s Day intention envelopes
that are in your offertory packets, Mother’s Day Spiritu-
al Bouquet cards are in all three churches. If you choose
to use these cards, there is an envelope for your inten-
tions and donation that goes in the collection basket, and
another envelope with a beautiful Mother’s Day card
that you can give to your living mother, grandmother, or
great grandmother. Just take that card out of the inten-
tion envelope and only bring the sealed intention enve-
lope with the information filled out on the envelope,
back to the church on Mother’s Day.

Wed, May 3 SAINTS PHILIP AND JAMES, APOSTLES
5:30 pm, Canton T Jean Balough (David Beahm)
6:00 pm, Holy Hour

Thursday, May 4 Easter Weekday
No Mass
First Friday, May 5 Easter Weekday

7:00 am, Canton 1 Kathleen Spencer (Jeff Beth Cole)

Saturday, May 6 Easter Weekday
VIGIL: 5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
4:00 pm, Canton T Pro Populo

Sunday, May 7 5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00 am, Ralston T Gerri Mansuy (St. Michael’s A&R)
9:30 am, Canton 1 Marie O’Hara (Dot Hopkins)

11:15 am, Troy T Mr. & Mrs. Joe Szczech
(Tim, Barb & Leona

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church *‘
hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. (,

this week for the lives of persons with disabilities
to be recognized as worth protecting and fighting
'@ forin all circumstances.
) Sanctuary lamp intentions may be requested by

l The sanctuary lamps in all three churches burn

The following are reflections from the newest mem-
bers of our parish family - Barbara Clarke, Dennis
Clarke and Cassandra Johnson - who were fully received
into the Catholic Church at this year’s Easter Vigil:

Barbara: “I feel my sins are now totally forgiven. |
have been released from sin and feel gloriously renewed
in my being. Becoming Catholic feels right in my soul. 1
feel God'’s blessings as never before and I am thankful
for God’s Loving Mercy and for finding a new family in
Catholic beliefs.”

Dennis: “Joining the Catholic Church, being bap-
tized, the people who helped me through the classes and
the members of the Church made me feel welcome.”

Cassandra: “It made me feel like I was finally at
peace and that all my sins are forgiven. [ feel at peace
because I finally am now back to being a full child of the
Lord. Although I was always a child of the Lord I feel
that I'm now completely one of the Lord’s children be-
cause I have received Confirmation. [ feel like my sins
are forgiven because I feel like my soul has been com-
pletely cleansed of my sins. Even though my sins are
forgiven through Baptism and Penance, I now feel like
my sins are forgiven entirely since I have received Con-
firmation. I really enjoyed the experience of becoming
Catholic.”

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH PRAYER LiST
Barby, Bob Abbott, John Adams, Peggy Adams,
Tom Ambruch, Cleta Barton, Karl Barton,
April Bilbrey, Gus Branish, Betty Brown,

Todd Congdon, Paul Dean, Mark Desborough,
Carlene Eck, Dorland Eck, Leon English,
Melissa Gowan, Cassie Hamburger,

Robert Dale Hostetter, Victoria Johnson, Beatrice Jones,
Antoinette King, David Kule, Jo Kule, Paula Longacre,
Mike Losey Tom McBlane, Darlene McCurdy,
Bunny Meuse, Bernadette Moore, Orlando Moralez,
Delina Morgan, Donna Noble, Gary Polly,

Rich Stankiewicz, Frank Sullivan, Joe Turk,
Matthew Warren, Steven Wilber, John Wilcox,
Anthony Wolf, Donna Wolf, Nicholas Wolf
Contact the parish office to add a name to the prayer list.

NEWS FROM THE KNIGHTS
The food donation bin is available for ¢
those who wish to make donations. Hunger
never ends. :

SAINT MICHAEL’S PARISH OFFERINGS
April 17 - 23, 2023

Weekly Offerings: 3,357.50
Electronic Offerings: 515.00
Other Parish Income: 415.00
=, Total Parish Income: 4,287.50
2+~ Average weekly expenses: 4,267.09
Difference: 20.41

Care & Education of Priests: 47.00
Catholic Home Missions Appeal: 20.00

Thank you for your continued support.
2022 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS are available.
Request a statement by contacting the parish office.
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One Minute
Meditations

Act in confidence
Jesus does not want
us to be troubled by
worldly concerns.
“My peace I give
you" (John
14:27). When
you feel
yourself starting to worry
or stew about a difficult
situation (or person), act out
o/ your belief that your prayer for
resolution will be answered.
Substitute positive, cheerful
thoughts for negative ones.
God is in control.

Your Lenten change
Lent is a time when we make
changes that bring us closer to
God. During Lent, many of us
B fast from our favorite food or
drink, and approach Easter a
little lighter in spirit and in
body. Don't forget that a Lenten
change can continue beyond
Easter. Consider continuing
your Lenten fast on Fridays
throughout the year, or for a
week each month, for example.
Find ways to make your Lenten
| change permanent.

e

Rest and relax
God expects us
| to be sure to rest.
"Come to me, all
you who labor and
are burdened, and
I will give you rest”
(Matthew
11:28).

© Copyright 2023 Sumess Publishing & Media, LLC

St. Michael Parish

Welcome all God’s children

God loves each of us uniquely
and fiercely no matter where
we come from or how
we look. Those of us
who follow Him
know that it's not
just important to
love each other. It's
God's law.

Celebrate
diversity. Invite
foreigners or
people who are
different from
you to your
home or
church. Jesus
was once a foreigner in a
strange land and was grateful for the
hospitality He received. There is great
diversity in the Communion of Saints.

Practice patience. It can be tough to
listen to someone with a speech
impediment or a heavy accent.
Imagine, though, how grateful that

person will be when you offer your

attention. Perhaps it would help to
imagine the face of Christ in the face
before you.

Counsel the ignorant.
Someone from another
country, background, or
with different abilities

than yours might behave
in what looks like an

inconsiderate way out of
ignorance or limitations.
He might appreciate
being informed.

Speak up. Don't
stay quiet when you
witness prejudice,

and be positive about diversity if
friends or relatives start criticizing
others’ faith, cultures or abilities.

Act with love. The God of love gave
of Himself so we could be reunited
with Him. We share that love when we
assume the best of others and look for
the good in all God's children.

Why Do
Catholics
Do Tha

Jesus' Ascension into heavenly
glory is good news. Sacred
Scripture explains that in the
Ascension, Jesus, the High
Priest, entered the
heavenly temple to pray
for us with the Father
(Hebrews 9:24). Secondly,
from his throne in heaven,

Why do Catholics
tQ)| celebrate the Ascension?

Jesus sends us the Holy

Spirit, who keeps us
connected to Him,
especially in the Eucharist.
Lastly, since Christ entered
into eternal glory, we as the
members of His Body, the
Church, may hope to follow if
we remain faithful to Him.
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Take good care of yourself. You belong to God.

Taking care of ourselves can become a low
priority in the midst of other obligations. Yet

caring for our bodies and minds is a duty we have
to God. He needs us strong and healthy so we can

help build up His kingdom.
Body: What you put into your body is even

more important than what you put on it. Take

steps to make your diet healthier and more
nourishing. Avoid drugs or excessive alcohol.
Doctors urge daily exercise and eight hours of
sleep each night.

Mind: Become picky about what you feed your
~ mind, too. What you watch, read, and listen to
influences the way you look at the world. Evidenc
shows that it's hard to regularly watch violent
shows or movies and still be a calm and happy
¥ person. Programs or movies that portray
infidelity or promiscuity as acceptable
behaviors eventually dull our sense of sin. Fee:
your mind positive, Gospel-centered images
that will build you up and inspire you. Surroun
yourself with people who do the same.

fromS )
cripture

This Gospel passage gives us a glimpse
of how the apostles spent their first Easter
Sunday - hiding in a locked room.
They were terrified the Romans
would find them and execute
them. To their surprise and
great relief, Jesus appeared
to them in glory and |
spoke words of peace. He
showed them His glorious
wounds as “living proof” of
His Resurrection.

Then Jesus gave them a
mission: “Whaose sins you forgive are
forgiven them, and whose sins you retain
are retained” establishing the Sacrament
of Penance (John 20:23). He gave them
the Holy Spirit, anticipating the feast of

day.

John 20:19-23,
“Receive the Holy Spirit”

Pentecost. Now, having authority to
forgive sins, the apostles and their

and dwells in our souls. Ask the Holy
Spirit to reveal God's love to you and
help you become more like Christ each

Q What is the
& meaning of the
A Miraculous Medal?

The Miraculous Medal, given to St.
Catherine Labouré in 1830, was
designed by the Blessed Mother to teach
us three things:

Mary prays for us: The medal’s front
reads: O Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee. We don't
pray to her; she prays
for us! Of course, we
can go directly to Jesus
anytime. In fact,
Mary’s role is to bring
us to Jesus as swiftly
and safely as possible.

Evil can be
defeated: Mary is
shown crushing Satan’s head, recalling
the prophecy of his defeat (Genesis
3:15). Mary’s humble "yes” to God

successors could continue
Jesus’ work after He
returned to heaven.

Jesus appearance to His
apostles reveals the
fullness of God's mercy.
He also sent the Holy
Spirit to them. He
descended powerfully on
Pentecost, the birthday of
the Church. That same
Spirit is gifted to us in Baptism

Feasts & ¥
Celebrations

May 3 - Sts. Philip and James (1st
Century). St. Philip was born in
Bethsaida and followed John the Baptist
before he followed Christ. After the
Ascension, St. Philip preached in Asia
Minor, where he was martyred. St. James,
son of Alphaeus, was also one of the
twelve Apostles.

May 10 - St. John of Avila (1569). Born
to wealthy, pious parents, St. John left a

budding career as a lawyer to become a vows, she Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
; io hi . (540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
priest. At the request of his bishop, he experienced https/fwerw growinginfaith.com

worked and preached to renew the faith
of Catholics in Andalusia.

May 18 - Solemnity of the
Ascension of the Lord (1st Century).
This solemnity marks the completion
of Jesus' mission of salvation and His
triumphant entry into heaven. Note: In
many dioceses, observance of Ascension
has been moved to the following Sunday.

May 25 — St. Mary Magdalene de’
Pazzi (1607). Born to a distinguished
Florentine family,
Catherine de’ Pazzi
became a
Carmelite nun.
Upon making

ecstasies, and became
a mystic and a healer.

paved the way for Christ's victory over
death, sin, and evil. When we give God
our “yes,” then Christ's victory bears
fruit in our lives.

Grace is always available: St.
Catherine asked why only some of the
gemstones in Mary’s rings radiated light.
Her answer? The dim gems symbolize
“the graces for which souls forget to
ask.” God’s grace is always available to
us. All we have to do is ask.

] w
Our Mission
To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.
Success Publishing & Media, LLC

(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from
the Revised Standard Version and the Mew American Bible)

© Copyright 2023 Success Publishing & Media, LLC



PorE QuoTE: “God's gaze never stops
with our past filled of errors, but looks with
infinite confidence at what we can be-
come.”

PoPE FRANCIS’S MAY PRAYER INTENTION:
\ FOR CHURCH MOVEMENTS AND GROUPS: We
pray that Church movements and groups may rediscover
their mission of evangelization each day, placing their
own charisms at the service of needs in the world.

THIS WEEK ON
F@ RME D Week or ApriL 30, 2023

ST. JosepH: OLD AND NEW (PART 1 OF 4)

Join Taylor Kemp and Dr. Ben &
Akers as they comment on St. Jo- §
seph and his importance in the life
of the Church. In this episode,
they reflect on the Joseph of the
Old and New Testament.

LiTANY OF SAINT JOSEPH
Join Dr. Christopher O. Blum
as he prays the Litany of St. Jo-
seph, asking for his intercession in
your life and the lives of your
loved ones.

SAINT ATHANASIUS OF ALEXANDRIA | CATHOLIC SAINTS
Join Dr. Ben Akers and Dr.

Elizabeth Klein as they discuss
the early Church Father, St. Atha-
nasius. A bishop and Doctor of
the Church, St. Athanasius is re-
membered as the great defender of
the Nicene Creed. He was exiled five times from his
own diocese under four different emperors. A great
teacher, his writings are accessible to both beginners and
experts in theology, writing works that serve different
needs in the Church.

Saint Michael Parish has a subscription.
To access all of their Catholic content, set up your
free account by visiting formed.org/signup
Use zip code 17724 to find our parish.

LITANY OF
SAINT
JOSEPH

4
"ATHANASIUS
of ALEXANDRIA

MAy 1 -7, 2023 READINGS
Mon - Acts 11:1-18 Pss 42:2-3;43:3-4 Jn 10:11-18
Tues - Acts 11:19-26 Ps 87:1-7 Jn 10:22-30
Wed - 1 Cor 15:1-8 Ps 19:2-5 Jn 14:6-14
Thurs - Acts 13:13-25 Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27
Jn 13:16-20
Fri - Acts 13:26-33 Ps 2:6-11 Jn 14:1-6
Sat - Acts 13:44-52 Ps 98:1-4 Jn 14:7-14
Sun - Acts 6:1-7 Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 1 Pt 2:4-9
Jn 14:1-12

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH SACRAMENTS

Saint Michael’s will celebrate First
Holy Communion on Sunday, May 21st at >
both the 9:30 am Mass in Saint Michael’s
and the 11:15 am Mass in Saint John’s.
Please pray for: Cole Bradford, Laurel
Golembewski, and Isaac Watson and their %ﬂ%ﬂé
families as they make final preparations for /7,,,,,..c0n
this important day in their lives.

The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera will cele-
brate Confirmation on Wednesday, May 24th at 5 pm
S in Ss. Peter & Paul Church, Towanda for
Confirmandi from St. Michael, Epipha-
ny, Immaculate Heart of Mary, Our La-
dy of Perpetual Help, and Ss. Peter &
Paul Parishes. Please pray for all the
Confirmandi, but especially Hailey
Cummings, Haylie Davies-Grove, and
Bella Wood from Saint Michael Parish.

Support the CATHOLIC HOME x~~ CATHOLIC
MISSIONS APPEAL today! Nearly % HOME
40% of dioceses in the United e-% MISSIONS
States and its territories are con- : 7‘ APPEAL
sidered mission territories because they are unable to
fund essential pastoral activities needed in their commu-
nities. Your support funds religious education, seminary
formation, lay ministry training, and other programs that
build vibrant faith communities right here in the United
States. Please be generous. More information can be
found at www.usccb.org/home-missions.
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Monday-Saturday * 8
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www.hooverclothingstore.com
754 Canton Street * Troy, PA

am-Spm ¢ 570-297-7770

AB @ St. AcnEs ScHooL \\@)
102 Third St., -
Towanda, PA 18848 v
(570) 265-6303
www.stagneselem.com
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6
Middle States Accredited

=<

Knights of Columbus
Council #5517
Looking for new members.
Meetings are the 2nd Wednes-
day of the Month at 7:15 in St.
Michael’s Hall.

Pepper Funeral Home
and Cremation Facility, Ine. Paul (P-D.)/Repper, Owner/Supervisor
Services with/love and compassion.
Springbrook Drive, Rt, 14 South, Canton, PA 17724
(570) 673-4333 - ;www.pepperfuneralhomes.com
WITH SPRINGBROOK.DRIVE-CREMATORY ON-SITE

SAINT MICHAEL’S
ALTAR & ROSARY
SOCIETY
St. Michael’s
Altar & Rosary
Society is open to

Trinity
“Serving all your

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC

Family Health Care

health care needs — naturally!”

Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C.
Doctor of Chiropractic
18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947
570-297-0471 - 570-297-5434 (Fax)
St. Michael Parish member

all women of

the pansh We meet on the
2nd Wednesday of each month
in Saint Michael’s church hall
at 12:30 pm. We always wel-
come new members.

4423 Leona Road
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914
Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711

“Serving The Community

With Dignity and Respect”

MORSE & KLEESE FUNERAL HOME, INC.
Areas Most Affordable Prices - Locally Owned and Family Operated

BARRETT LAW OFFICES
Patrick J. Barrett, II1
Attorney and Counselor at Law
17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157
Canton, PA 17724
570-673-5180

MEAT PLANT

.......

Saturday: 7am - 3pm
Closed on Holidays
For information or to place an order call us at:

Local: (570) 29':7(;)?5(75:17‘);;"9!7:5;3:6 gsoo) 416-3968 1090 WEST MAIN ST. i
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com TROY PA 16947-0277
< PHONE (570) 297-2192 =

The Golden Oak Inn
Bed and Breakfast g,Fg

477 Canton Street

120 TROY ST., CANTON
PA 17724-0146

Troy, PA 16947 PHONE (570) 673-5495

roy,

570-297-4315 A %m-mtedmmmﬁw
www.TheGoldenOakInn.com Vlaw can tust.

N > a
e%m'//fyd and %ﬁ/f/pj()/m&j al %{/’/

Email: Telephone Inquiries Welcome - Inflation Proof
hawthornridge@gmail.com Pre-Need Planning Available - Personalized Cremation Service Available
PA030014 KENNETH H. ROBERTSON, SUPERVISOR/OWNER
St. Michael Parish member 94 N. CENTER ST. 570-673-3193 CANTON
T~ 1961 Leona Road,
& Troy, PR t5a7 BRANN, WILLIAMS, In foving memory of
LE O [\ .\ Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm CALDWELL & BLANEY

Garoel Enn

Saint Jude,
Pray for us.

Fax: 570-673-5780
patbar.law@frontiernet.net

507 West Pine Street

Athens, PA 18810
570-888-0297

Fax 570-888-4142
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com

Jennings
Coal Sales

Canton, PA 17724 X
Bulk - Bagged - Stoves - Parts - Service

Blacksmith Coal Available

ENDLESS MOUNTAINS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER

FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER - LIMITED ULTRASOUND
? ' 26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724
EI\ I P(:,C 13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848

209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840
FREE PREGNANCY TESTS
(570) 721-2936  OR  CONTACT@EMPCCFREE.COM

Fndless Mountains Pregnancy (

First Look Pregnancy C enter

tributes of life
Gerald W. Vickery, Jr.

&

vickeryth.com
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor

Funeral & Cremation Services,
1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947

Daniel Gilliland
Funeral Director
dgilliland@tributesoflife.com

Inc. P 570-297-3030
€ 570-506-3665

f570-297-4093

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

SUN-THURS 11 AM-8pM

e Fri & SAT 11AM-9PM
7 RIVERSIDE PLAZA

BLossBurG, PA 16912
570-638-6323 @“e" -V>

WWW . EMPCCFREE.COM
242 MAIN STREET
BLOSSBURG, PA 16912

©
TABLE
5 570-781-7050

SUNDAY-THURSDAY - 7:30AM - 8:00PM
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY - 7:30AM - 9:00PM

WOLF's VALLEY MART
Route 14, Ralston, PA
(570) 995-5225

Open 7 Days
ATM - Groceries - Tobacco v
Your Hometown Country Store !

Midway truck stop

Owner: The Lees
PHONE 570-673-4328
State route 14

Roaring Branch Pa
Monday-Friday: 11 am - 8 pm
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm
Closed Sunday

% fovz’nj mermory Qf
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www.ChristinaFleury.com

GMFIC
(Since 1877)

&range Mutual Five Insurance Company
Located in Troy, PA since 1877.
- Homeowners - Mobile Homeowners
- Farm Owners - Rental and Seasonal Properties
Wendy Howe, secretary
570-297-4779

Tom Elliott, agent
570-358-3940

f s 517 Main Street, Towanda
arLgi 570.265.6000
Il Wills, Powers of Attorney,
TROY Q’LJ\;- Estates, Family Matters,
VETERINARY / Preservation of Assets in
CLINIC QU Nursing Home Crisis

Respecting the dignity and
lifetime of experiences

LA:673-3181/SA: 6'13-3182 \ 2"

15579 RT. 14,TROY PA 16947

d

F T Steinbacher - Goodall - Yurchak
Your elder care and special needs law firm

Quality representation in litigation

(Formerly the Law Offices of Leslie Wizelman)

WYALUSING
WYSOX

of every client

PAElderCounsel.com « 570.746.3844



http://www.christinafleury.com/
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com

