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Anointing of the Sick   

Through this sacrament the believer is 
strengthened by Christ’s grace through 
the anointing of Holy Oils. All who are 
seriously ill, hospitalized, or having sur-
gery can receive this sacrament. Please 
contact the parish office if you wish to 

receive this sacrament. 

Baptism   

The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated 
by appointment. All parents must attend 
a baptismal preparation meeting prior to 

the Baptism. Please call the office to 
schedule dates. 

Confessions 

 Sat:  3:15 - 3:45 pm St. Michael  
(also available by appointment) 

Matrimony 

A meeting with the parish priest should 
precede all other wedding plans.  Cou-
ples contemplating matrimony should 

contact the  parish office six months to a 
year before the celebration of the sacra-

ment. 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Wed:  6:00 pm, St. Michael’s Church 
following 5:30 pm Mass,  
Benediction at 7:00 pm 

First Friday: Adoration after 7 am Mass 
until 7 pm, St. Michael’s Church 

First Fridays 

To all elderly and homebound, if you 
would like a visit from Father Joe on 
First Friday, please contact the Parish 

Office and let us know the month before. 

C.C.D.  (2022/23) 

(Religious education classes  
held during the school year) 

Sun:  8:15 am, St. Michael hall  
Tue:  6:00 pm, St. John Nepomucene hall 

 
 
 

(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy) 
Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor 

106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724 
Office phone:  (570) 673-5253   E-mail:  office@stmichaelscanton.com        

website:  www.stmichaelscanton.com 
Office Hours:  Mondays & Wednesdays 8 am - 3:30 pm, Thursdays 8 am - 1 pm 

Pastoral Council 

David Beahm, David Brann, Leslie Debach, Will Hawrylo,  

Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper, Sherry Vargson,  

Sarah Watson - youth representative 

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“As members of the parish community of Saint Michael, Saint John 

and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a relationship with Jesus Christ 
passed on to our Holy Father and in communion with our Bishop.  We 
joyfully proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real presence in the 
Eucharist.  We serve the Lord through acts of faith, hope and charity by 
the graces given through the Sacraments. It is our intention to carry out 
this mission so that we may be the face of Jesus Christ in the world.” 
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Dear Parishioners, 
Are you thinking, “I will pray for Cassie, but how 

can I help with the fundraiser?”  There are three ways: 
1) Contact Beth Cole or call or email the parish office 

to volunteer to help set-up, serve, or clean-up.   
2) Drop-off your favorite homemade dessert in St. 

Michael’s hall between 3 & 4 pm on August 7. 
3) Attend the dinner - and bring as many of your family 

and friends as possible. 

SEE YOU ON AUGUST 7TH! 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, August 5                                          Weekday 

Vigil:  The Transfiguration of the Lord 

4:00 pm, Canton † Kirk Springfield (St. Michael’s A & R)  

Sunday, August 6 The Transfiguration of the Lord 

8:00 am, Ralston † Judy Callahan (Bridget & Shawn) 

9:30 am, Canton † Betsy Lynch (The Jerome Wynne Family) 

11:15 am, Troy † Pro Populo  

Monday, August 7                                            Weekday 

7:00 am, Rectory † Robert Spencer (Jeff & Beth Cole) 

Tuesday, August 8                         Saint Dominic, Priest 

5:30 pm, Troy † Carol Dalton (The Family) 

Wednesday, August 9                                      Weekday 

5:30 pm, Canton † Paula Longacre (Jeff & Beth Cole)  

6:00 pm, Holy Hour                      

Thursday, August 10  Saint Lawrence, Deacon, Martyr 

No Mass 

Friday, August 11                             Saint Clare, Virgin 

7:00 am, Rectory † Ambrose Salansky (Pauline Mizdail) 

Saturday, August 12                                        Weekday 

Vigil:  19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 pm, Canton † Mary & Betsy Lynch (Clorinda Lynch)  

Sunday, August 13     19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 am, Ralston † Paul Burgay (George & Anita Kump) 

9:30 am, Canton † Blessed Michael McGivney 
 (Knights of Columbus) 

11:15 am, Troy † Pro Populo  

Saint Michael Parish Prayer List 
Barby, John Adams, Peggy Adams, Tom Ambruch, 

Cleta Barton, Karl Barton, April Bilbrey, Joseph Blasz, 
Gus Branish, Joy Brann,Betty Brown,  

John Chapman Jr., Dennis Clarke, Todd Congdon,  
Carlene Eck, Dorland Eck, Leon English,  

Melissa Gowan, Cassie Hamburger,  
Gary & Erin Hamilton, Cody Heim, 

Robert Dale Hostetter, Victoria Johnson, Beatrice Jones, 
Antoinette King, David Kule, Jo Kule, Mike Losey, 
Tom McBlane, Darlene McCurdy, Bunny Meuse,  

Bernadette Moore, Orlando Moralez, Delina Morgan, 
Leo Parchesky, Gary Polly, Dee-Dee Ramsey,  

David Snell, Rich Stankiewicz, Joe Turk,  
Matthew Warren, Steven Wilber, John Wilcox,  

Anthony Wolf, Donna Wolf, Nicholas Wolf 
Contact the parish office to add a name to the prayer list.  

The sanctuary lamps in all three churches burn 
this week for the Lord to generously provide for 
the needs of mothers as they dedicate themselves 
to caring for their children. 

Sanctuary lamp intentions may be  
requested by contacting the parish office. 

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church  
hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. 

A Communal Rosary is prayed at 9:30 am  
Thursday mornings in St. Michael’s Church.   

All are invited to participate. 

Saint Michael’s Parish Offerings 
July 24 - 30, 2023 

Weekly Offerings:   2,754.00 
Electronic Offerings:  515.00 
Other Parish Income:    233.50  

Total Parish Income:           3,502.50 
Average weekly expenses:   4,267.09  

Difference:      (764.59) 

Care & Education of Priests: 26.00 

Thank you for your continued support. 
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8th Annual Be A Catholic Man  
Conference:  Stand Firm in the Faith 

Brothers, we invite you to join with us in fortitude 
and strength in profession of our Catholic Faith.  As the 
world becomes increasingly hostile to Catholic teaching, 
St. Polycarp reminds us to “Follow the example of the 
Lord, being firm and unchangeable in the Faith.”  St. 
Paul advises us to “Put on the armor of God, that you 
may be able to resist on the evil day, having done every-
thing to hold your ground.” 

Date: Saturday, October 7, 2023 
The conference will run from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 

Registration fee is $40 (Early Bird $30) 
Student $15 Priest/Deacon FREE 

Morning coffee & box lunch included. 
Register at 

https://www.beacatholicman.com/register-here 

Tentative Schedule 
• 7:00 a.m. Registration/Coffee 
• 7:15 a.m. Rosary 
• 8:00 a.m. Opening Ceremonies 
• 8:30 a.m. First Speaker 
• 9:30 a.m. Second Speaker 
• 10:30 a.m. Lunch/Exhibitors/Confessions 
• 11:30 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration/Benediction 
• 12:40 p.m. Third Speaker 
• 1:45 p.m. Mass: Bishop Joseph C. Bambera 
• 3:00 p.m. Dismissal 

Venue: Holy Redeemer High School, Wilkes-Barre 
Featuring 

Bishop Joseph C. Bambera - A na-
tive son of the diocese, the Most 
Rev. Joseph C. Bambera was ap-
pointed Scranton's tenth bishop on 
February 23, 2010.  Prior to his ordi-
nation as bishop, Bishop Bambera 
served numerous Diocesan positions 
as well as pastorates at Holy Name 
of Jesus, Scranton, Saint John Bosco, 
Conyngham, Visitation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Dickson City, 

Saint Thomas Aquinas, Archbald, and Saint Mary of 
Czestochowa, Eynon.  Bishop Bambera currently serves 
as the Catholic Co-Chair of the International Catholic / 
Pentecostal Dialogue of the Pontifical Council for Pro-
moting Christian Unity.  He is chairman of the Commit-
tee for Ecumenism and Interreligious Affairs at the Unit- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ed States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  
Mark Houck - Mark Houck is 
founder and president of The 
King’s Men, a non-profit 
men’s ministry which pro-
motes authentic masculinity, 
fatherhood and beloved son-
ship.  He is a former College 
Football All-American, high 
school teacher, coach and 

counselor turned activist, radio host, evangelist and mo-
tivational pro-life speaker.  In September 2022, Mark, 
his wife, Ryan-Marie, and 7 young children made inter-
national news with an FBI invasion of their home.  Mark 
was falsely charged with felony violations for defending 
his 12 year-old son from an aggressive abortion es-
cort.  Mark was acquitted on all charges.  

Fr. John Anthony Boughton, 
C.F.R. - Fr. John Anthony 
Boughton, C.F.R. of the Fran-
ciscan Friars of the Renewal is 
currently stationed in the New 
York City Bronx, serving as the 
General Vicar of the CFRs.  
Through a life of prayer, frater-
nity, apostolate, penance, and 
wholehearted living of the gos-

pel, they work in service of the poor and evangelization, 
sharing the rich treasures of the Catholic faith by the pro-
phetic witness of their lives.  Fr. Boughton is a native of 
Dallas, Texas.  A graduate of the Virginia Military Insti-
tute, he was commissioned in the US Naval Reserve, 
worked as a sales rep, and was vice president and direc-
tor of operations for St. David’s Relief Foundation in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 1992-95.  

Sam Blair - Sam Blair is a pas-
sionate cradle Catholic is a for-
mer Navy SEAL Officer with 
experience leading elite teams 
around the globe.  He taught 
Leadership and Ethics at the 
United States Naval Academy 
and helped screen, select, and 
train over 90 new future SEAL 
Officers.  Before transitioning 

from Active Duty, Sam was a SkillBridge Fellow at 
Squadra Ventures, a venture capital firm in Baltimore, 

(Continued on page 4) 
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  Notice Regarding Reporting  
Sexual Abuse of a Minor  

 It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report 
any allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforce-
ment. If you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a 
priest, deacon, religious or lay employee or volunteer of 
the Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immedi-
ately report the matter to law enforcement. If any priest, 
deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the Dio-
cese of Scranton has cause or reason to suspect that a mi-
nor has been subjected to any form of abuse, including 
child sexual abuse, the matter will be reported to law en-
forcement. It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to 
all civil and state regulations. In accordance with the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Ser-
vices Laws, reports of suspected child abuse should also 
be made immediately by phone to the 24-Hour Child 
Abuse hotline (ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or electron-
ically at www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis To this end, the 
Diocese is equally committed to adhering to the norms of 
the Code of Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of the 
USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People, which includes supporting victims of sex-
ual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual well-
being. As such, information regarding an allegation of 
sexual abuse of a minor should also be reported to the 
Victim Assistance Coordinator, Mary Beth Pacuska at 
(570-862-7551).  

Altar server training will be held on Saturday,      
August 19 from 9-10 am at St. Michael's Church.  Any 
child interested in becoming an altar server must be at 
least entering 3rd grade this year.  To sign up for the 
training or if your child is interested but unable to attend 
the training, please call Sarah Watson at (570) 447-8799. 

CCD registration is open now through September 3 
for children in Pre-K (age 4) through Confirmation for 
the 2023-24 school year.  Please include your child's 
specific grade when registering.  Registration forms are 
available in the back of all churches or online at the par-
ish website via the Faith Formation tab.  Also, if you are 
interested in becoming a CCD teacher, please contact 
Sarah Watson at (570) 447-8799. 

MD.  Sam is passionate about leveraging his unique 
skills sets and hard-earned leadership experiences to 
help corporate leaders, portfolio companies and corpora-
tions build robust cultures, clarity of purpose and a re-
lentless focus on execution.   

Why should I attend? 
You're invited to join us at the seventh Be A Catho-

lic Man Conference in the Diocese of Scranton.  You 
may ask, why should I attend?  Look out and you'll see a 
wounded world, a world that has many pitfalls that can 
harm both yourself and your family.  It is a world that 
needs more men of God to stand up; men who are lead-
ing their families to virtue, imitating the heroic love of 
Christ.  Yet, in today's busy, high-tech world, there are 
few opportunities where we can take time to reflect on 
how to better imitate this heroic love; time to put away 
the cell phone and iPad and be inspired to go further in 
our imitation of Christ for the sake of not only ourselves, 
but our loved ones.  This Men's Conference provides 
you that opportunity! 

 

What if I'm not Catholic?  
May I still come to the conference? 

Yes!  The speakers' topics, the worship and praise, 
the prayers and the fellowship can be appreciated by all 
Christian men, not only Catholics. 
I was baptized/raised Catholic, but no longer at-

tend Mass regularly.  Am I welcome? 
You are fully and completely welcome.  We want 

you to come, to take that one step back toward God and 
His Church.  Sometimes all it takes is just one step to 
bring about a major change.  Since the beginning of the 
planning efforts, many have been praying specifically 
for you, that you will come home.  We also welcome 
your questions. 

May my son attend? 
Yes, he may.  The conference may be a wonderful 

father-son bonding time.  The speakers' topics are geared 
toward adults, so while each child is different, boys 
younger than high school might not be mature enough to 
fully comprehend the topics. 

I noticed Reconciliation will be offered during 
the conference.  Am I expected to go? 

You do not have to go.  It has been the experience in 
the past that offering Reconciliation has brought won-
derful healing, leading to a freedom that only Christ can 
give.  There were cases where some men have not gone 
to Reconciliation in decades.  Somehow God moved 
their hearts to go, and they found the healing and for-
giveness that they so much needed. 

(Continued from page 3) Saint Michael’s Altar and Rosary Society will 
hold our regular monthly meeting  on  

August 9th at 12:30 pm in Saint Michaels hall. 
Thank you to fellow parishioners for your donations 

and baked goods as well as the purchasing of items.  A 
big thanks to my A& R sisters, Cathy Asbury, my hus-
band, Fr. Joe and The Knights for cooking.  Please keep 
the Yard sale in mind for next year. - Joanne Kropf 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Vigil Mass 
Monday, August 14 

5:30 pm, St. Michael’s, Canton 

Holy Day Mass 
Tuesday, August 15 

5:30 pm, St. John’s, Troy 
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Week of August 6, 2023 

Edith Stein: The Seventh Chamber  
This film is a moving, artistic portrayal of the life of 

Jewish philosopher, Catholic convert, and Carmelite 
martyr, Edith Stein. It powerfully captures the interior 
struggles of this extraordinary woman and her journey 
toward the Lord.  

Clare and Francis  

The Transfiguration | Sacred Art  
Dr. Ben Akers and Taylor 

Kemp sit down with Raffaello 
Sanzio's painting, "The Transfig-
uration," to discuss its theological 
meaning and how it can speak to 
us today. 
  Set up your free account by visiting formed.org/signup   

Use zip code 17724 to find our parish. 

Pope Francis’s  
August Prayer Intention 

For World Youth Day 
We pray the World Youth Day in Lisbon 
will help young people to live and wit-
ness the Gospel in their own lives.  

August 7 - 13, 2023 Readings 
Mon - Nm 11:4b-15  Ps 81:12-17  Mt 14:13-21 
Tues - Nm 12:1-13  Ps 51:3-7, 12-13  Mt 14:22-36 
Wed - Nm 13:1-2, 25—14:1, 26-29a, 34-35   

Ps 106:6-7, 13-14, 21-23  Mt 15:21-25  
Thurs - 2 Cor 9:6-10  Ps 112:1-2, 5-9  Jn 12:24-26 
Fri - Dt 4:32-40  Ps 77:12-16, 21  Mt 16:24-28 
Sat - Dt 6:4-13  Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51  Mt 17:14-20 
Sun - 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a  Ps 85:9-14  Rom 9:1-5  

Mt 14:22-33 

less fortunate students.  Collection bins are 
near the entrance of the three Churches.   

Food Drive Continues 
The food collection is ongoing as 
well.  We thank everyone for their generous 
donations.  Hunger never takes a break. 

News from the Knights 
Knights of Columbus Mass  
for the Canonization of  

Blessed Father Michael McGivney, 
Founder of the Knights of Columbus 

On Sunday, August 13th, the 9:30 am 
Mass will be offered for the Canonization of 
Blessed Father Michael McGivney by the 
Knights of Columbus.  A Rosary and Litany 
of Blessed Father Michael McGivney will 
begin at 8:45 am, led by the Knights of Co-
lumbus. 

Michael McGivney was born August 12, 1852, or-
dained December 22, 1877, and died August 14, 1890 at 
the age of 38 after serving in the Priesthood for 13 years.  
He founded the Knights of Columbus in 1882.  He was 
declared Venerable on March 15, 2008.  A miracle was 
approved for his Beatification on May 27, 2020.  Venera-
ble Father Michael McGivney was beatified on October 
31, 2020.  His Feast Day is established as August 13th. 

Exemplification on August 13th 
We would like to invite any 

Catholic gentlemen age 18 and 
older, from any parish, to join our 
council.  We will be holding an 
exemplification after the Mass 
for Blessed Michael J. McGivney.  Please consider be-
coming a Knight on this most blessed occasion.  If you 
are interested in becoming a Knight, contact any of the 
Knights in our parish.   This ceremony is open to any 
Catholic gentleman from any parish.   

 “Stuff the Bus” Underway!! 
We will be starting our “Stuff the Bus” drive August 

5th & 6th.  We are collecting school supplies to distribute 
to the Elementary Schools of Canton and Troy for the 
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4423 Leona Road 
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914 

Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711 
Email: 

hawthornridge@gmail.com 
PA030014 

St. Michael Parish member 

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC 

Trinity Family Health Care 
“Serving all your health care needs – naturally!” 

Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C.  
Doctor of Chiropractic 

18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947 
570-297-0471 - 570-297-5434 (Fax) 

St. Michael Parish member 

Jennings  

Coal Sales 
(570) 673-4125 

Canton, PA 17724 

Bulk · Bagged · Stoves · Parts · Service 

Blacksmith Coal Available 

BRANN, WILLIAMS,  
CALDWELL & BLANEY 

Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
1090 WEST MAIN ST.  

TROY, PA 16947-0277 
PHONE (570) 297-2192 

120 TROY ST., CANTON  
PA 17724-0146 

PHONE (570) 673-5495 

St. Agnes School 
102 Third St.,  

Towanda, PA 18848 
(570) 265-6803 

www.stagneselem.com 
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6 

Middle States Accredited 

WOLF’S VALLEY MART 
Route 14, Ralston, PA 

(570) 995-5225 
Open 7 Days  

ATM - Groceries - Tobacco 
Your Hometown Country Store 

ENDLESS MOUNTAINS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER 
FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED ULTRASOUND 

26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 
13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 

209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 
FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 

(570) 721-2936   OR   CONTACT@EMPCCFREE.COM 
WWW.EMPCCFREE.COM 

Saint Michael’s  
Altar & Rosary  

Society  
St. Michael’s 
Altar & Rosary 
Society is open to 
all women of  

the parish.  We meet on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
in Saint Michael’s church hall 
at 12:30 pm.  We always wel-
come new members. 

242 Main Street 

Blossburg, PA 16912 

570-781-7050 
Sunday-Thursday - 7:30am - 8:00pm 

Friday and Saturday - 7:30am - 9:00pm 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

517 Main Street, Towanda 
570.265.6000 

Wills, Powers of Attorney,  
Estates, Family Matters, 
Preservation of Assets in  

Nursing Home Crisis 
Respecting the dignity and  

lifetime of experiences  
of every client 

  Midway truck stop 
       Owner:  The Lees 

PHONE 570-673-4328 
State route 14 
Roaring Branch Pa 

 Monday-Friday:  11 am - 8 pm 
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm 

Closed Sunday 

www.hooverclothingstore.com 
754 Canton Street • Troy, PA 

Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm • 570-297-7770 

Knights of Columbus  
Council #5517   

Looking for new members.   
Meetings are the 2nd Wednes-
day of the Month at 7:15 in St. 

Michael’s Hall. 

1961 Leona Road,  
Troy, PA 16947 

Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday: 7am - 3pm 
Closed on Holidays  

For information or to place an order call us at: 
Local: (570) 297-3574,  Toll Free: (800) 416-3968 

Fax: (570) 297-3562 
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com 

 

tributes of life 

Gerald W. Vickery, Jr. 
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. 

1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947 
vickeryfh.com 
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor 

Daniel Gilliland 
Funeral Director 

dgilliland@tributesoflife.com 
 

p 570-297-3030 

c 570-506-3665 

f 570-297-4093 

Pepper  Funeral  Home 
and Cremation Facility, Inc. Paul (P.D.) Pepper, Owner/Supervisor 

Services with love and compassion. 

Springbrook Drive, Rt. 14 South, Canton, PA 17724 
(570) 673-4333  ·  www.pepperfuneralhomes.com 

WITH SPRINGBROOK DRIVE CREMATORY ON-SITE 

Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
Located in Troy, PA since 1877.  

· Homeowners · Mobile Homeowners  
· Farm Owners · Rental and Seasonal Properties 
Wendy Howe, secretary          Tom Elliott, agent 

                  570-297-4779                    570-358-3940 

GMFIC 
(Since 1877) 

Barrett Law Offices 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Canton, PA 17724 
570-673-5180 
Fax:  570-673-5780 
patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

507 West Pine Street 
Athens, PA 18810 
570-888-0297 
Fax 570-888-4142 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com 

“Serving The Community With Dignity and Respect” 
MORSE & KLEESE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Areas Most Affordable Prices · Locally Owned and Family Operated  
Telephone Inquiries Welcome · Inflation Proof 

Pre-Need Planning Available · Personalized Cremation Service Available 
Kenneth H. Robertson, Supervisor/Owner 

94 N. CENTER ST.              570-673-3193                      CANTON 

In loving memory of 
John Peter and 

James Paul 
Pazzaglia 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

In loving memory of  

Carol Ann  
Gergel 

Saint Jude, 

Pray for  us. 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

http://www.christinafleury.com/
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com

