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(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy) 
Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor 

106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724 
Office phone:  (570) 673-5253   E-mail:  office@stmichaelscanton.com        

website:  www.stmichaelscanton.com 
Office Hours:  Mondays & Wednesdays 8 am - 3:30 pm, Thursdays 8 am - 1 pm 

Anointing of the Sick   

Through this sacrament the believer is 
strengthened by Christ’s grace through 
the anointing of Holy Oils. All who are 
seriously ill, hospitalized, or having sur-
gery can receive this sacrament. Please 
contact the parish office if you wish to 

receive this sacrament. 

Baptism   

The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated 
by appointment. All parents must attend 
a baptismal preparation meeting prior to 

the Baptism. Please call the office to 
schedule dates. 

Confessions 

 Sat:  3:15 - 3:45 pm St. Michael  
(also available by appointment) 

Matrimony 

A meeting with the parish priest should 
precede all other wedding plans.  Cou-
ples contemplating matrimony should 

contact the  parish office six months to a 
year before the celebration of the sacra-

ment. 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Wed:  6:00 pm, St. Michael’s Church 
following 5:30 pm Mass,  
Benediction at 7:00 pm 

First Friday: Adoration after 7 am Mass 
until 7 pm, St. Michael’s Church 

First Fridays 

To all elderly and homebound, if you 
would like a visit from Father Joe on 
First Friday, please contact the Parish 

Office and let us know the month before. 

C.C.D.  (2023/24) 

(Religious education classes  
held during the school year) 

Sun:  8:15 am, St. Michael Chuch hall  
Sun:  10:15 am, St. John Nepomucene  

Church hall 

Pastoral Council 
David Beahm, David Brann, Leslie Debach, Will Hawrylo,  

Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper, Sherry Vargson,  
Sarah Watson - youth representative 

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“As members of the parish community of Saint Michael, Saint John 

and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a relationship with Jesus Christ 
passed on to our Holy Father and in communion with our Bishop.  We 
joyfully proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real presence in the 
Eucharist.  We serve the Lord through acts of faith, hope and charity by 
the graces given through the Sacraments. It is our intention to carry out 
this mission so that we may be the face of Jesus Christ in the world.” 
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Sunday, December 3rd 
2 pm - St. Michael’s Church, Canton 

4 pm - St. Basil’s Church, Dushore.   

Sunday, December 10th 
3 pm - Ss. Peter & Paul Church, Towanda 

Sunday, December 17th 
2 pm - Church of the Epiphany, Sayre 

Saint Michael’s Parish Offerings 
November 20 - 26, 2023 

Weekly Offerings:  2,834.90 

Electronic Offerings:    515.00 

End of year donation: 4,500.00 

Other Parish Income:     330.10  

Total Parish Income:         8,180.00 

Average weekly expenses:   4,211.61 
Difference:       3,968.39 

Care & Education of Priests: 80.00 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Saint Michael Parish Prayer List 
Barby, John Adams, Peggy Adams, Tom Ambruch,  

Karl Barton, April Bilbrey, Joseph Blasz, Gus Branish, 
Joy Brann, Betty Brown, John Chapman Jr.,  

Dennis & Barbara Clarke, Todd Congdon, Carlene Eck,  
Dorland Eck, Leon English, Melissa Gowan,  

Cassie Hamburger, Gary & Erin Hamilton, Cody Heim, 
Robert Dale Hostetter, Victoria Johnson, Beatrice Jones, 

Antoinette King, David Kule, Jo Kule, Mike Losey,  
Joyce Maloney, Tom McBlane, Darlene McCurdy,  

Bunny Meuse, Bernadette Moore, Orlando Moralez,  
Delina Morgan, Leo Parchesky, Ramona Parker,  
Gary Polly, Dee-Dee Ramsey, Patricia Rogers,  

Rich Stankiewicz, Mary Catherine Taylor, Joe Turk, 
Matthew Warren, Glenda Watson, Steven Wilber,  

John Wilcox, Anthony Wolf, Donna Wolf,  
Nicholas Wolf 

Contact the parish office to add a name to the prayer list.  
Names remain on the list for 3 months per request. 

The sanctuary lamps in all three churches 
burn this week for the Lord to help all the faithful  
build a culture of life in vigilant expectation of 
his return. 

Sanctuary lamp intentions may be requested  
by contacting the parish office. 

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church  
hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. 

As of November 17th, we are at 47.75% of our 

$12,000 parish goal.  $5,730 has been donated or 

pledged.  38 families have donated thus far, which is a 

participation rate of 24.31% of 144 active families in the 

parish.  Thank you to everyone who has contributed thus 

far, both financially and with your prayers. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, December 2                                     Weekday 
Vigil:  First Sunday of Advent 

4:00 pm, Canton † Pro Populo               

Sunday, December 3             First Sunday of Advent 
8:00 am, Ralston † Carol Asbury (Cathy Asbury) 
9:30 am, Canton † Robert Spencer (Jeff & Beth Cole) 

11:15 am, Troy † John Hamburger 
 (The Bradford & Hamburger Families)) 

Monday, December 4                          Advent Weekday 
7:00 am, Rectory † Kathryn Kilborn & Mike Acresti  

(Jeff & Beth Cole) 

Tuesday, December 5                          Advent Weekday  
5:30 pm, Troy - For the healing of Alan Cole  

(Jeff & Beth Cole) 

Wednesday, December 6                     Advent Weekday 
5:30 pm, Canton † Gary & Claudia Blaney  
6:00 pm, Holy Hour                                 (Jeff & Beth Cole) 

Thursday, December 7             Saint Ambrose, Bishop,  
No Mass                                          Doctor of the Church               

Friday, December 8  The Immaculate Conception of  
the Blessed Virgin Mary 

7:00 am, Canton † Robert Fleury (The Fleury Family) 

6:00 pm, Troy † Mary Watkins  
(St. Andrew’s Altar & Rosary Society) 

Saturday, December 9                         Advent Weekday 
Vigil:  Second Sunday of Advent 

4:00 pm, Canton † Richard O’Neal (John & Pat Rushin) 

Sunday, December 10       Second Sunday of Advent 
8:00 am, Ralston † Judy Callahan (Bridget & Shawn) 
9:30 am, Canton † Robert Fleury (The Family) 

11:15 am, Troy † Pro Populo   

The Knights of Columbus thank you for your gener-
ous donations to the Thanksgiving Food Drive. 
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The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains holy 
days of obligation this way: 

On Sundays and other holy days of obligation, the 
faithful are to refrain from engaging in work or activities 
that hinder the worship owed to God, the joy proper to 
the Lord’s Day, the performance of the works of mercy, 
and the appropriate relaxation of mind and body. 

Family needs or important social service can legiti-
mately excuse from the obligation of Sunday rest.  The 
faithful should see to it that legitimate excuses do not 
lead to habits prejudicial to religion, family life, and 
health [CCC 2185].  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Day of Obligation 
Friday, December 8, 2023 

7:00 am, St. Michael Church, Canton 
6:00 pm, St. John Nepomucene Church, Troy 

The Immaculate Conception refers to the dogma that 
the Blessed Virgin Mary was conceived without any 
stain of Original Sin in preparation for becoming the 
Mother of God, the Son Jesus Christ.  

The Church has celebrated the Immaculate Concep-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary with a feast since per-
haps as early as the fifth century, and it was made a Holy 
Day of Obligation in 1708.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sundays are ALWAYS Holy Days of Obligation 
The 4th Sunday of Advent, 2023 is also Christmas Eve. 

Christmas is a Holy Day of Obligation.   
The Mass schedule is as follows:  

Saturday, December 23rd 
Vigil of the 4th Sunday of Advent 

4:00 pm, St. Michael’s Church 
6:00 pm, St. John’s Church 

Sunday, December 24th 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:00 am, St. Aloysius Church 
9:30 am, St. Michael’s Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 24 
Christmas Vigil Masses 

4:00 pm, St. Michael’s Church 
7:00 pm, St. Aloysius Church 

Monday, December 25 
Christmas Masses 

12:00 am (Midnight), St. John’s Church 
9:30 am, St. Michael’s Church 

 

All of our blessings come from God.  If you have 
been missing Mass on Sundays or Holy Days of Obliga-
tion, take advantage of this new Liturgical Year to re-
solve to change that, starting with the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.   

SEE YOU AT MASS! 

  Week of December 3, 2023 

What Is the Immaculate Conception?  
Join Drs. Tim Gray and John 

Sehorn as they examine Mary un-
der her title of the Immaculate 
Conception.  This dogma of the 
Catholic faith, promulgated in 
1854 by Pope Pius IX, speaks of 
Mary's conception and what it means to the Church.  

St. Nicholas Day | Catholic All Year at Home w/ 
Kendra Tierney  

Kendra shares her favorite 
recipes and traditions for celebrat-
ing the feast of St. Nicholas (a.k.a. 
Santa!).  Learn how to make 
mulled wine and cider, speculaas 
cookies, and deep-fried Dutch 
meatballs.  

Shalom/Peace | Advent: Word Studies 
The Bible Project  

"Peace" is a very common 
word in English, that means dif-
ferent things to different people. 
It's also a very important word in 
the Bible that refers not only to 
the absence of conflict but also to the presence of some-
thing else. 

Set up your free account by visiting formed.org/signup      
Use zip code 17724 to find our parish 
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Saint Michael’s Altar & Rosary Society 
Christmas Bazaar & Café 

Saturday, December 2, 8 am until 3 pm 
Saint Michael’s Church Hall 

 We have 31 tables of Holiday Crafts  

made by talented Artisans!   

Take a chance on our beautiful Quilt Raffle! 

The Chinese Auction has a variety of products and gift 

cards, including local gas, food and other businesses! 

The Christmas Café features delicious, homemade 

soups and BBQ sandwiches.  Eat-in or take-out. 

 Santa Claus is coming to town from Noon to 2 pm! 

Pope Francis’s  
December Prayer Intention 

For persons with disabilities:  We pray for 
the Holy Father; as he fulfills his mission, 
may he continue to accompany the flock en-

trusted to him, with the help of the Holy Spirit.  

December 4 - 10, 2023 Readings 
Mon - Is 2:1-5  Ps 122:1-9  Mt 8:5-11 
Tues - Is 11:1-10  Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17   

Lk 10:21-24 
Wed - Is 25:6-10a  Ps 23:1-6  Mt 15:29-37 
Thurs - Is 26:1-6  Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a   

Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Fri - Gn 3:9-15, 20  Ps 98:1-4  Eph 1:3-6, 11-12   

Lk 1:26-38  
Sat - Is 30:19-21, 23-26  Ps 147:1-6   

Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8  
Sun - Is 40:1-5, 9-11  Ps 85:9-14  2 Pt 3:8-14  Mk 1:1-8 

Knights of Columbus ASAP  
Aid and Support After Pregnancy (ASAP) 

is a featured program of the Knights of Co-
lumbus supporting mothers and their chil-
dren, born and unborn, by serving pregnancy resource 
centers and maternity homes.  St. Michael’s KOC is 
hosting a drive for the Endless Mountains Pregnancy 
Care Center, Canton this December.  To participate, 
please bring new items to the drop box in the back of the 
church.  You can also purchase items on the Ama-
zon.com registry that has been established - see below. 

Items Requested: 

• NCVI Breast Pump 8782 – 4 items 

• Boys and Girls Pull-ups:  sizes 2T-3T, 3T-4T, 4T-5T 
– 5 boxes each 

• New outfits (any season):  Boys and Girls; sizes 0-3 
months, 2T – 10 each 

• New Sleepers:  Boys and Girls; sizes 0-3months, 2T – 
10 each 

To Purchase Online: 
Go to  https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-

view/3OQIQ5SDNI3WA?ref=gr_search_page_result   
(a link is on the parish website under News from the 
Knights)  Items will come up to choose from.  You can 
have items delivered to you and then bring them to 
church, or you can have items delivered to the St. Mi-
chael Registry address (David Beahm’s home).  Every-
thing will be delivered to the Endless Mountains Preg-
nancy Care Center, Canton at the end of December. 

Children’s Christmas Party 
St. Michael’s Altar & Rosary Society will host the 

annual Christmas Party for children, infants to age 12, 
after the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday, December 17th.  All 
children are invited.  A sign up sheet is next to the bulle-
tins in St. Michael’s Church for children who are not in 
the St. Michael’s CCD program.  Please sign up by De-
cember 10th. 

Christmas Pageant 
The CCD children at St. Michael's will have their 
annual Christmas pageant at the end of the 9:30am 

Mass on Sunday December 17th. The children 
would appreciate your support in their endeavors to 

learn and spread the message of Christmas. 
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The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

Saint Michael’s  
Altar & Rosary  

Society  
St. Michael’s 
Altar & Rosary 
Society is open to 
all women of  

the parish.  We meet on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
in Saint Michael’s church hall 
at 1:00 pm.  We always wel-
come new members. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4423 Leona Road 
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914 

Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711 
Email: 

hawthornridge@gmail.com 
PA030014 

St. Michael Parish member 

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC 

Jennings  

Coal Sales 
(570) 673-4125 

Canton, PA 17724 

Bulk · Bagged · Stoves · Parts · Service 

Blacksmith Coal Available 

BRANN, WILLIAMS,  
CALDWELL & BLANEY 

Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
1090 WEST MAIN ST.  

TROY, PA 16947-0277 
PHONE (570) 297-2192 

120 TROY ST., CANTON  
PA 17724-0146 

PHONE (570) 673-5495 

St. Agnes School 
102 Third St.,  

Towanda, PA 18848 
(570) 265-6803 

www.stagneselem.com 
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6 

Middle States Accredited 

WOLF’S VALLEY MART 
Route 14, Ralston, PA 

(570) 995-5225 
Open 7 Days  

ATM - Groceries - Tobacco 
Your Hometown Country Store 

ENDLESS MOUNTAINS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER 
FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED ULTRASOUND 

26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 
13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 

209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 
FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 

(570) 721-2936   OR   CONTACT@EMPCCFREE.COM 
WWW.EMPCCFREE.COM 

242 Main Street 

Blossburg, PA 16912 

570-781-7050 
Sunday-Thursday - 7:30am - 8:00pm 

Friday and Saturday - 7:30am - 9:00pm 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

517 Main Street, Towanda 
570.265.6000 

Wills, Powers of Attorney,  
Estates, Family Matters, 
Preservation of Assets in  

Nursing Home Crisis 
Respecting the dignity and  

lifetime of experiences  
of every client 

  Midway truck stop 
       Owner:  The Lees 

PHONE 570-673-4328 
State route 14 
Roaring Branch Pa 

 Monday-Friday:  11 am - 8 pm 
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm 

Closed Sunday 

www.hooverclothingstore.com 
754 Canton Street • Troy, PA 

Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm • 570-297-7770 

Knights of Columbus  
Council #5517   

Looking for new members.   
Meetings are the 2nd Wednes-
day of the Month at 7:15 in St. 

Michael’s Hall. 

1961 Leona Road,  
Troy, PA 16947 

Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday: 7am - 3pm 
Closed on Holidays  

For information or to place an order call us at: 
Local: (570) 297-3574,  Toll Free: (800) 416-3968 

Fax: (570) 297-3562 
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com 

 

tributes of life 

Gerald W. Vickery, Jr. 
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. 

1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947 
vickeryfh.com 
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor 

Daniel Gilliland 
Funeral Director 

dgilliland@tributesoflife.com 
 

p 570-297-3030 

c 570-506-3665 

f 570-297-4093 

Pepper  Funeral  Home 
and Cremation Facility, Inc. Paul (P.D.) Pepper, Owner/Supervisor 

Services with love and compassion. 

Springbrook Drive, Rt. 14 South, Canton, PA 17724 
(570) 673-4333  ·  www.pepperfuneralhomes.com 

WITH SPRINGBROOK DRIVE CREMATORY ON-SITE 

Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
Located in Troy, PA since 1877.  

· Homeowners · Mobile Homeowners  
· Farm Owners · Rental and Seasonal Properties 
Wendy Howe, secretary          Tom Elliott, agent 

                  570-297-4779                    570-358-3940 

GMFIC 
(Since 1877) 

Barrett Law Offices 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Canton, PA 17724 
570-673-5180 
Fax:  570-673-5780 
patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

507 West Pine Street 
Athens, PA 18810 
570-888-0297 
Fax 570-888-4142 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com 

“Serving The Community With Dignity and Respect” 
MORSE & KLEESE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Areas Most Affordable Prices · Locally Owned and Family Operated  
Telephone Inquiries Welcome · Inflation Proof 

Pre-Need Planning Available · Personalized Cremation Service Available 
Kenneth H. Robertson, Supervisor/Owner 

94 N. CENTER ST.              570-673-3193                      CANTON 

In loving memory of 
John Peter and 

James Paul 
Pazzaglia 

In loving memory of  

Carol Ann  
Gergel 

Saint Jude, 

Pray for  us. 

Trinity Family Health Care 
“Serving all your health care needs – naturally!” 

Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C.  
Doctor of Chiropractic 

18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947 
570-297-0471 - 570-297-5434 (Fax) 

St. Michael Parish member 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com
http://www.christinafleury.com/

