
 1 

Anointing of the Sick   

Through this sacrament the believer is 
strengthened by Christ’s grace through 
the anointing of Holy Oils. All who are 
seriously ill, hospitalized, or having sur-
gery can receive this sacrament. Please 
contact the parish office if you wish to 

receive this sacrament. 

Baptism   

The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated 
by appointment. All parents must attend a 
baptismal preparation meeting prior to the 
Baptism. Please call the office to sched-

ule dates. 

Confessions 

 Sat:  3:15 - 3:45 pm St. Michael  
(also available by appointment) 

Matrimony 

A meeting with the parish priest should 
precede all other wedding plans.  Couples 
contemplating matrimony should contact 
the  parish office six months to a year be-

fore the celebration of the sacrament. 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Wednesday:  6:00 pm, St. Michael’s 
Church  following 5:30 pm Mass,  

Benediction at 7:00 pm 
First Friday: Adoration after 7 am Mass 

until 7 pm, St. Michael’s Church 

First Fridays 

To all elderly and homebound, if you 
would like a visit from Father Joe on First 

Friday, please contact the Parish Office 
and let us know the month before. 

C.C.D.  (2024/25) 

(Religious education classes  
held during the school year) 
Sunday - 8:15 am - 9:15 am,  

St. Michael Church hall  
 

Pastoral Council 
David Beahm, David Brann, Leslie Debach, Will Hawrylo,  

Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper, Sherry Vargson,  
Sarah Watson - youth representative 

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“As members of the parish community of Saint Michael, Saint John 

and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a relationship with Jesus Christ 
passed on to our Holy Father and in communion with our Bishop.  We 
joyfully proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real presence in the 
Eucharist.  We serve the Lord through acts of faith, hope and charity by 
the graces given through the Sacraments. It is our intention to carry out 
this mission so that we may be the face of Jesus Christ in the world.” 

 
 
 

(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy) 

Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor 
106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724 

Office phone:  (570) 673-5253   E-mail:  office@stmichaelscanton.com        
website:  www.stmichaelscanton.com 

Office Hours:  Mondays & Wednesdays 8 am - 3:30 pm, Thursdays 8 am - 1 pm 
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The sanctuary lamps in all three churches burn 
this week for women who are unexpectedly preg-
nant to be filled with trust in God’s providence and 
lovingly welcome the gift of their child. 

Sanctuary lamp intentions may be requested  
by contacting the parish office.   

Saint Michael’s Parish Offerings 
December 2 - 8, 2024 

Weekly Offerings:   2,595.00 
Electronic Offerings:  475.00 
Other Parish Income:    688.25 

Total Parish Income:         3,758.25 
Average weekly expenses:   4,124.61 

Difference:   (366.36) 

Care & Education of Priests: 91.00 
Religious Retirement Fund: 398.00 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Saint Michael Parish Prayer List 
Barby, John & Peggy Adams, Karl Barton,  

Cassi Blaney, Joseph Blasz, Gus Branish, Joy Brann, 
Betty Brown, Dennis & Barbara Clarke, Kiran Dhawan,  

Dorland & Carlene Eck, Leon English, Ben Flood, 
Douglas Greene, Melissa Gowan, William Hall,  

Robert Dale Hostetter, Victoria Johnson, Beatrice Jones, 
David Kule, Jo Kule, Bob Lutz, Joyce Maloney,  

Tom McBlane, Bunny Meuse, Bernadette Moore,  
Orlando Moralez, Delina Morgan, Mary Nybeck,  

Pamela Porter O’Brien, Leo Parchesky, Ramona Parker,  
Gary Paquette, Lori Pellegrini, Pat Rushin,  

Cristy Schmelzle, Anthony Shipula, Sharon Snyder,  
Carl E. Steffon, Elias Vroman, Calvin Watson,  
Steven Wilber, John Wilcox, Anthony Wolf,  

Nicholas Wolf, Fran Zizza  
Contact the office to add a name to the prayer list.  
Names remain on the list for 3 months per request. 

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church  
hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, December 14 Saint John of the Cross, Priest,  
Doctor of the Church 

Vigil:  Third Sunday of Advent 
4:00 pm, Canton † Pro Populo 

Sunday, December 15        Third Sunday of Advent 
8:00 am, Ralston † John D’Annibale 

 (Mr. & Mrs. Scott Dimarco & Family) 
9:30 am, Canton † Ann Mallare (Atty & Mrs. Jerry Brann) 
11:15 am, Troy † Michael Davison  

(Jayne Cleveland and Riley Getola) 

Monday, December 16                        Advent Weekday  
7:00 am, Rectory † Benjamin Hutcheson 

(Holy Child Ladies Guild)  

Tuesday, December 17                Late Advent Weekday 
5:30 pm, Troy † Carol Dalton (The Sleboda Family) 

Wednesday, December 18          Late Advent Weekday 
5:30 pm, Canton - For the special intentions of  

Donald Trump (The Meyers Family) 
No Holy Hour                           

Thursday, December 19             Late Advent Weekday 
No Mass               

Friday, December 20                   Late Advent Weekday 
7:00 am, Rectory † John D’Annibale 

(Mr. & Mrs. Scott Dimarco & Family) 

Saturday, December 21              Late Advent Weekday 
Vigil:  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

4:00 pm, Canton † David Reed & deceased Family 
(Alden & Rosemary Fitzwater) 

Sunday, December 22       Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:00 am, Ralston † Pro Populo 
9:30 am, Canton † Patricia Ann Benson  

(Jerry & Joy Brann) 
11:15 am, Troy † Mike Davison (Shirley Grantier) 

Sunday, December 15th 
2:00 pm - St. Basil’s Church, Dushore.   

4:30 pm - Church of the Epiphany, Sayre 

Retirement Fund for Religious.   
Women and men religious offer gratitude.  “Sincere 

thanks to the donors of the Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious.  I hope we meet, if not in this world, then in the 
next,” says Sister Teresa Korycka, 81, of the Sisters 
Servants of Mary Immaculate.  Your gift impacts over 
24,000 senior women and men religious, providing them 
a dignified retirement.  To learn how your donation 
helps, visit retiredreligious.org.  

Parish Christmas Party and Movie Screening 

St. Michael’s Parish Christmas 
Party will be on Monday, December 
16th in the parish hall.  The party will 

feature a screening of 
the movie PRAY.  
The party will begin 
at 6:00 pm and the 
movie will begin at 6:30 pm.  The movie 
is just over an hour long, so the party 
will continue after the movie.  Bring a 
dish/snack to pass.   

We are so thankful to everyone who donated time, 
soups, BBQ, cookies, fudge and other donations to 
make our Marketplace and Cafe a success this year! 

God Bless you all! 
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As of December 7th, we have reached 63.26% of our 
$19,238 parish goal.  $12,170 has been donated or 
pledged by 58 donors, which makes our current partici-
pation rate 21.5%.  Thank you to everyone who has con-
tributed thus far, both financially and with your prayers. 

Pope Francis’s  
December Prayer Intention 

For pilgrims of hope 
We pray that this Jubilee Year 
strengthen our faith, helping us to rec-
ognize the Risen Christ in our daily 
lives, and that it may transform us into 
pilgrims of Christian hope. 

December 16 - 22, 2024 Readings 
Mon:  Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a  Ps 24:4-5ab, 6, 7bc, 8-9 

Mk 21:23-27 
Tues:  Gn 49:2, 8-10  Ps 72:1-4b, 7-8, 17  Mt 1:1-17 
Wed:  Jer 23:5-8  Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19  Mt 1:18-25 
Thurs:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a  Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6b, 16-17 

Lk 1:5-25  
Fri:  Is 7:10-14  Ps 24:1-6  Lk 1:26-38 
Sat:  Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a  Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21  

Lk 1:39-45 
Sun:  Mi 5:1-4a  Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19  Heb 10:5-10  

Lk 1:39-45  

  Week of December 15, 2024 

30 Minutes BC   
30 Minutes BC creatively ex-

plores the profound emotions and 
intimate struggles of Mary and 
Joseph during the final 30 minutes 
before the birth of Jesus.  As the 
clock ticks down, the couple navigates a whirlwind of 
hope, joy, and uncertainty, turning to God amidst it all.  

Adventus: A Spiritual Pilgrimage  
This Advent, make a spiritual 

pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  Un-
cover the beauty of the place 
where Christ was born, preparing 
your heart for Christ's coming so 
you can enter more deeply into this season.  

Christmas (Part 2) | What Catholics Believe  
Join Dr. Michael Barber as he 

answers some of the Internet's 
most popular questions about 
Christmas.  What are the 12 days 
of Christmas?  Was Santa Claus a 
real person?  What is Advent?  

Set up your free account by visiting formed.org/signup.   
Use zip code 17724 to find our parish.   

You can download the FORMED App to enjoy 
FORMED wherever you have internet access. 

CCD Christmas/Advent Program 
The children of Saint Michael 

Parish’s Religious Education Pro-
gram will give a presentation about 
Advent at the end of the 9:30 am 
Mass on Sunday, December 15th.  
The CCD program is a highlight of 
every Advent in our parish.  You are 
cordially invited to attend this Mass 
and the Children’s Christmas Party/
Fellowship that will follow. 

Children’s Christmas Party 
The Children’s Christmas Party will be in St. 

Michael’s Hall following the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday, 
December 15th.  All children of any age are invited!   
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Polish Christmas Wafer: A Flavorless Tradition That's Oh So Sweet 

by SARAH ZIELINSKI 

Nothing says "I love you," at least in my Polish-American family, quite like the 

sharing of a thin, flat, tasteless wafer called an oplatek at Christmas. 

We're not alone. Before sitting down to Christmas Eve dinner, many families 

with roots in Poland and other Eastern European countries will take part in this 

tradition, which has roots dating back hundreds of years. 

"For us, Polish Americans, the oplatek, that wafer, is Christmas Eve," says So-

phie Hodorowicz Knab, author of the book Polish Customs, Traditions and Folk-

lore. "It defines people's heritage." 

Christmas Eve marks the end of Advent. Traditionally, that meant the last day 

of fasting, so in mostly Catholic Poland, the dinner was typically meatless. The 

menu might have included items such as pea soup, boiled potatoes, fried fish and 

stewed fruits, Knab notes in The Polish Country Kitchen Cookbook. 

Before the meal, though, came a small, informal ceremony — one that is still carried out in many homes, in-

cluding in the U.S. 

At the start of dinner, just after grace, the male head of the household takes the wafer and expresses his hopes 

for his wife in the new year. He might wish her good health, or ask for forgiveness for some fault. 

"My father used to say, 'OK, I'm not the best, but I'll try harder,' " Knab says. "My mother would always say, 

'You work so hard and I appreciate you for that.' " 

The wife breaks off a piece of the oplatek and eats it. She then reciprocates the good wishes and shares the wa-

fer with her husband. And the ceremonial sharing of wafer and good wishes continues with older relatives, guests 

and children, starting with the oldest. 

"The sharing of this unleavened bread with another person is sharing all that is good with life," says Knab. 

"It's a time to tell each other, 'I love you, I care about you.' And you do it in an open area, where everyone else can 

see you." 

The wafer is typically a rectangle about the size of a hand and embossed with a Christmas scene, such as the 

Nativity. It is made of flour and water pressed between two engraved pieces of metal and is similar to the bread 

wafer used in Holy Communion. To be frank, it can be pretty dry and tasteless (my family struggled to finish our 

wafer last year), but the sentiment is so sweet that it's worth the effort. 

Ethnographers believe that the tradition may have gotten its start with the sharing of a ritual flatbread 

called podplomyk, Knab says. Pieces of the thin bread, usually baked before other loaves of dough were placed in 

the oven, were shared with members of the household, and with neighbors, as a gesture of goodwill. 

"Bread was very hard to come by" in the Middle Ages, Knab says. "Sharing of this bread was a caring kind of 

exchange." 

That bread eventually morphed into the flat wafer, says Knab, and the sharing continued. During World War 

II, with families scattered all over the world, people would send pieces of oplatek to remind them of each other. 

And some continue to include the wafers in their mailings. "I still get letters from Poland with pieces," she 

says. 

The oplatek tradition spread among Lithuanians, Czechs and Slovaks. And even families decades removed 

from their Eastern European roots share the wafers. 

"It has just continued down through the generations," Knab says, "because it's such a beautiful tradition." 

From:  www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2012/12/19/167650665 

The oplatki wafers are available at the entrances  
of all three churches.  All we ask is a $2.00 donation  

per packet to defray the cost.   
Each packet contains 6 wafers of different colors,  

all of which are edible.   

I hope you enjoy this custom! 
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Prayer for Advent 
My hidden Lord Jesus, I love You and thank You 

with profound gratitude for uniting Yourself with fallen 
humanity. When You first entered into this world, You 
remained hidden for nine months in the immaculate 
womb of Your Blessed Mother. She carried You, body 
and blood, soul and divinity, within the sanctuary of her 
body. She also carried You within her heart as a result of 
her perfect love for You and her perfect obedience to the 
will of the Father.  

Precious Lord, as I embrace this Advent Season, 
please open my eyes to see the great value and blessing 
of Your Incarnation. Help me to discover Your hidden 
presence in this world and within my own soul. I desire 
to see, understand and experience the profound effects 
that Your Incarnation has on my life and I desire to re-
ceive those effects more fully this Advent. May I be-
come a sanctuary in which You dwell so that I, like Your 
dear Mother, may bring Your presence into the world.  

 My loving Jesus, I choose You, this Advent, as my 
King and my God. I abandon myself to You and seek to 
put all my trust in Your tender care. Draw me close to 
You and free me from my sin so that I may love You 
with a pure and holy heart.  

 Mother Mary, as You carried your dear Son in your 
immaculate womb, you also carried Him in your heart. 
Pray for me, this Advent, that I may surrender myself to 
the will of the Father in 
imitation of you. You 
said “Yes” to all that 
God asked of you and 
never hesitated to fully 
embrace His divine will. 
Pray that I may imitate 
your perfect example so 
as to share a deeper un-
ion with you and your 
divine Son.  

Come, Lord Jesus, 
Come, Lord Jesus, 
Come, Lord Jesus! 

Amen. 

You are invited to join us for a weekend full of fun, 
fellowship and praise for the Adult Women’s Retreat 
being held by the Diocese of Scranton.  

The weekend begins on Friday January 24th, 2025, 
with check-in starting as early as 4 pm and continuing 
until 6:45 pm.  The Retreat will end on January 26th, 
2025, with check-out between 12:30 pm and 1:30 pm.  

The Retreat will feature discussions and reflection on 
the teachings of St. Catherine of Siena who said, “Be 
who you are meant to be, and you will set the whole 
world on fire”.  

This retreat is being designed for all adult women 18 
and older.  So, mothers bring your daughters and daugh-
ters bring your mothers and sisters.  We will be lead in 
the retreat by six different local women in ministry who, 
like St. Catherine of Siena, have flourished where they 
were planted.  Accompanying these women, as the mu-
sic minister for the retreat, is local musician Michael 
Corsini. 

The retreat will take place at Holy Transfiguration 
Retreat Center (1000 Seminary Road, Dalton, PA 
18414). 

Please see the links below for the two ways you are 
welcome to register.  If you have any questions 
(including financial concerns for the retreat) please call 
Marianne Guarnieri at 570-207-2213.  We look forward 
to seeing you there. 

https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/2025-catholic-
womens-retreat-registration-if-paying-with-credit-card/ 

https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/2025-catholic-
womens-retreat-registration-if-paying-with-check/ 



 6 

  Midway truck stop 
       Owner:  The Lees 

PHONE 570-673-4328 
State route 14 
Roaring Branch Pa 

 Monday-Friday:  11 am - 8 pm 
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm 

Closed Sunday 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

517 Main Street, Towanda 
570.265.6000 

Wills, Powers of Attorney,  
Estates, Family Matters, 
Preservation of Assets in  

Nursing Home Crisis 
Respecting the dignity and  

lifetime of experiences  
of every client 

ENDLESS MOUNTAINS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER 
FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED ULTRASOUND 

116 WALNUT STREET, ATHENS, PA 18810 
26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 

13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 
209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 

FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 
(570) 721-2936   OR   CONTACT@EMPCCFREE.COM 

WWW.EMPCCFREE.COM 

St. Agnes School 
102 Third St.,  

Towanda, PA 18848 
(570) 265-6803 

www.stagneselem.com 
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6 

Middle States Accredited 

 
 

1090 WEST MAIN ST.  
TROY, PA 16947-0277 
PHONE (570) 297-2192 

120 TROY ST., CANTON  
PA 17724-0146 

PHONE (570) 673-5495 

In loving memory of  

Carol Ann  
Gergel 

Saint Jude, 

Pray for  us. 

Jennings  

Coal Sales 
(570) 673-4125 

Canton, PA 17724 

Bulk · Bagged · Stoves · Parts · Service 

Blacksmith Coal Available 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

Saint Michael’s  
Altar & Rosary  

Society  
St. Michael’s 
Altar & Rosary 
Society is open to 
all women of  

the parish.  We meet on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
in Saint Michael’s church hall 
at 1:00 pm.  We always wel-
come new members. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4423 Leona Road 
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914 

Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711 
Email: 

hawthornridge@gmail.com 
PA030014 

St. Michael Parish member 

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC 

242 Main Street 

Blossburg, PA 16912 

570-781-7050 
Sunday-Thursday - 7:30am - 8:00pm 

Friday and Saturday - 7:30am - 9:00pm 

www.hooverclothingstore.com 
754 Canton Street • Troy, PA 

Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm • 570-297-7770 

1961 Leona Road,  
Troy, PA 16947 

Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday: 7am - 3pm 
Closed on Holidays  

For information or to place an order call us at: 
Local: (570) 297-3574,  Toll Free: (800) 416-3968 

Fax: (570) 297-3562 
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com 

 

tributes of life 

Gerald W. Vickery, Jr. 
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. 

1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947 
vickeryfh.com 
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor 

Daniel Gilliland 
Funeral Director 

dgilliland@tributesoflife.com 
 

p 570-297-3030 

c 570-506-3665 

f 570-297-4093 

Pepper  Funeral  Home 
and Cremation Facility, Inc. Paul (P.D.) Pepper, Owner/Supervisor 

Services with love and compassion. 

Springbrook Drive, Rt. 14 South, Canton, PA 17724 
(570) 673-4333  ·  www.pepperfuneralhomes.com 

WITH SPRINGBROOK DRIVE CREMATORY ON-SITE 

Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
Located in Troy, PA since 1877.  

· Homeowners · Mobile Homeowners  
· Farm Owners · Rental and Seasonal Properties 
Wendy Howe, secretary          Tom Elliott, agent 

                  570-297-4779                    570-358-3940 

GMFIC 
(Since 1877) 

Barrett Law Offices 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Canton, PA 17724 
570-673-5180 
Fax:  570-673-5780 
patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

507 West Pine Street 
Athens, PA 18810 
570-888-0297 
Fax 570-888-4142 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com 

“Serving The Community With Dignity and Respect” 
MORSE & KLEESE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Areas Most Affordable Prices · Locally Owned and Family Operated  
Telephone Inquiries Welcome · Inflation Proof 

Pre-Need Planning Available · Personalized Cremation Service Available 
Kenneth H. Robertson, Supervisor/Owner 

94 N. CENTER ST.              570-673-3193                      CANTON 

In loving memory of 
John & Pauline 

and 
James Paul 
Pazzaglia 

Trinity Family Health Care 
“Serving all your health care needs – naturally!” 

Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C.  
Doctor of Chiropractic 

18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947 
570-297-0471 - 570-297-5434 (Fax) 

St. Michael Parish member 

Knights of Columbus  
Council #5517   

Looking for new members.   
Meetings are the 2nd Wednes-
day of the Month at 7:15 in St. 

Michael’s Hall. 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

ENDLESS MOUNTAINS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER 
FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED ULTRASOUND 

116 WALNUT STREET, ATHENS, PA 18810 
26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 

13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 
209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 

FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 
(570) 721-2936   OR   CONTACT@EMPCCFREE.COM 

WWW.EMPCCFREE.COM 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

http://www.christinafleury.com/
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com

