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THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD, DECEMBER 25, 2024 AND 
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH, DECEMBER 29, 2024 
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(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy) 
Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor 

106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724 
Office phone:  (570) 673-5253    

E-mail:  office@stmichaelscanton.com        
website:  www.stmichaelscanton.com 

Office Hours:  Mondays & Wednesdays 8 am - 3:30 pm,  
Thursdays 8 am - 1 pm 

Pastoral Council:  David Beahm, David Brann, Leslie 
Debach, Will Hawrylo, Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper, 
Sherry Vargson, Sarah Watson - youth representative 

St. Michael’s Parish Mission Statement 
“As members of the parish community of Saint Mi-

chael, Saint John and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a 
relationship with Jesus Christ passed on to our Holy Fa-
ther and in communion with our Bishop.  We joyfully 
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real presence 
in the Eucharist.  We serve the Lord through acts of 
faith, hope and charity by the graces given through the 
Sacraments. It is our intention to carry out this mission 
so that we may be the face of Jesus Christ in the world.” 

The sanctuary lamps in all three churches burn 
this week for all families, as the domestic Church, 
to pursue holiness, pass on the faith, and persevere 
in love.  Sanctuary lamp intentions may be re-
quested by contacting the parish office.   

Saint Michael’s Parish Offerings 
December 16 - 22, 2024 

Weekly Offerings:   2,543.00 
Electronic Offerings:  475.00 
Other Parish Income:    1,034.25 

Total Parish Income:        4,052.25  
Average weekly expenses:   4,124.61 

Difference:   (72.36) 
Thank you for your continued support. 

Saint Michael Parish Prayer List 
Barby, John & Peggy Adams, Karl Barton,  

Cassi Blaney, Joseph Blasz, Gus Branish, Joy Brann, 
Betty Brown, Dennis & Barbara Clarke, Kiran Dhawan,  

Dorland & Carlene Eck, Leon English, Ben Flood, 
Douglas Greene, Melissa Gowan, William Hall,  

Robert Dale Hostetter, Victoria Johnson, Beatrice Jones, 
David Kule, Jo Kule, Bob Lutz, Joyce Maloney,  

Tom McBlane, Bunny Meuse, Bernadette Moore,  
Orlando Moralez, Delina Morgan, Mary Nybeck,  

Pamela Porter O’Brien, Leo Parchesky, Ramona Parker,  
Gary Paquette, Lori Pellegrini, Pat Rushin,  

Cristy Schmelzle, Anthony Shipula, Bev Smith,  
Sharon Snyder, Carl E. Steffon, Elias Vroman,  
Calvin Watson, Steven Wilber, John Wilcox,  

Anthony Wolf, Nicholas Wolf, Fran Zizza  
Contact the office to add a name to the prayer list.  
Names remain on the list for 3 months per request. 

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church  
hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, Dec 28         The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
Vigil:  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

4:00 pm, Canton † Pro Populo 

Sunday, December 29                   The Holy Family of  
Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

8:00 am, Ralston † Kathryn & Fred Fredo (The Family) 
9:30 am, Canton † Richard D. Ross (Family) 
11:15 am, Troy † Robert DePalma (Jayne Cleveland) 

Monday, Dec 30   6th day w/in the Octave of Christmas 
7:00 am, Rectory † Carol Ann Gergel (James Gergel)  

Tuesday, Dec 31   7th day w/in the Octave of Christmas 
Vigil:  The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

5:30 pm, Troy † Robert DePalma (Jayne Cleveland) 

Wed, Jan 1 The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
9:30 am, Canton † Carol Dalton (Daniel Kurzejewski) 

Thursday, Jan 2        Saints Basil the Great  & Gregory  
No Mass      Nazianzen, Bishops, Doctors of the Church 

First Friday, January 3                  Christmas Weekday 
7:00 am, Canton - For the special intentions of  

Donald Trump (The Myers Family) 

Saturday, Jan 4    Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
Vigil:  Epiphany of the Lord 

4:00 pm, Canton † Betty Jean Stachowski 
 (Good Samaritans) 

Sunday, January 5                    Epiphany of the Lord 
8:00 am, Ralston † Pro Populo 
9:30 am, Canton † Mark Kingsley  

(George & Theresa Kingsley) 
11:15 am, Troy † William Misson (Anonymous) 

2025 Parish Liturgical Calendars 
The 2025 Parish Liturgical Calendars are available 

in all three of our beautiful churches.  Many thanks to 
James Gergel for again sponsoring the calendars in 
memory of his beloved wife, Carol Ann Gergel. 

The Solemnity of Mary, Holy 
Mother of God is a Holy Day of 
Obligation.  Start your New Year right 
by resolving to attend Mass on all Sun-
days and Holy Days of Obligation  in 
2025.  The Mass schedule in Saint 
Michael’s Parish is: 

Tuesday, December 31st 
5:30 pm Vigil Mass, St. John Nepomucene Church 

Wednesday, January 1st 
9:30 am Mass, St. Michael Church 
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Anointing of the Sick   

Through this sacrament the believer 
is strengthened by Christ’s grace 

through the anointing of Holy Oils. 
All who are seriously ill, hospital-
ized, or having surgery can receive 
this sacrament. Please contact the 

parish office if you wish to receive 
this sacrament. 

Confessions 

 Sat:  3:15 - 3:45 pm, St. Michael  
(also available by appointment) 

Baptism   

The sacrament of Baptism is cele-
brated by appointment. All parents 
must attend a baptismal preparation 
meeting prior to the Baptism. Please 

call the office to schedule dates. 

Matrimony 

A meeting with the parish priest 
should precede all other wedding 

plans.  Couples contemplating matri-
mony should contact the  parish of-
fice six months to a year before the 

celebration of the sacrament. 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Wednesday:  6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
First Friday: Adoration after  
7:00 am Mass until 7:00 pm 

St. Michael’s Church 

First Fridays 

To all elderly and homebound, if you 
would like a visit from Father Joe on 

First Friday, please contact the     
Parish Office and let us know the 

month before. 

 

Saint Michal Parish  

2024 Christmas Mass Intentions 
††† Deceased members of the Asbury, Zaleski, Cochrane, Schram & Westrick Families by The Asbury 

Family. 
††† Mr. & Mrs. Joe Szczech, Mr. Joey Szczech, Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Bell, Mr. Patricia Bell, and Mr. 

Barb (Babs) Morris by Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Bell.  
††† Mr. & Mrs. William Brann and Mr. & Mrs. William Madigan by Atty. & Mrs. Gerald Brann.  
††† John & Patricia Munjack by Mr. & Mrs. John Brenchley. 
††† Private intentions by Jayne Cleveland. 
††† Mr. & Mrs. William L. Spencer, Monty Spencer, Kathie Spencer, Nancy Wright and Allan Cole by 

Jeff & Beth Cole. 
††† A Special Intention by Patricia Deeghan.  
††† The Mathenia Family and the Fleury Family by Patricia Fleury. 
††† Carol Ann Gergel, the Gergel Family and the Yankus Family by James R. Gergel.  
††† Carol Ann Gergel and our grandparents by Thomas & Nanette Gergel.  
††† The Bradford, Hamburger and King Families and friends by Dr. Paul Hamburger.  
††† The Hamburger & Bradford Families by Mr. & Mrs. Paul Hamburger. 
††† Private intention by Mr. Will Hawrylo. 
††† Frank Taverniti and Helen Taverniti by Mrs. Diane Hedrick.  
††† Eugene & Mary McMahon, Frank & Joey Herman and Ken Riordan by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Herman.  
††† Mary Meyer, Fred Meyer and Carol Bennett by Mrs. Beatrice Jones. 
††† Alan Kelley, Joseph & Rita Shon and private intentions by Mrs. Terri Kelley. 
††† Mark Kingsley by Mr. & Mrs. George Kingsley.  
††† Private intentions by Walburga Koval. 
††† Deceased family members by Mr. & Mrs. James Maloney.  
††† The Chagnon Family and the Mulno Family by Mr. & Mrs. John Mulno.  
††† Mr. & Mrs. William P. O’Gara, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. O’Gara, and Mrs. Marie Shivers by Thomas 

& Celeste O’Gara.  
††† Mr. & Mrs. JS  Bruno Sr., Norma Lodge, and Tom & Mary Ann DelJanovan by Carole Parker.  
††† The Snell Family and the Pepper Family by Mrs. Rancy Pepper.  
††† 1SG William A. Thacker by Mr. & Mrs. David E.  Pierchorowicz.  
††† Richard D. Ross and Frank Shults by Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ross. 
††† Joseph & Josephine Szczech, Joey Szczech, Bill & Beverly Ayers, Babs Morris, Donald Wilber,   

Eugene Fletcher, William Curtiss, Pauline Pazzaglia, and Lillian Packard by Barbara Szczech.  
††† John Walker, Joseph Walker, and Frederick Walker by Mrs. Loretta Walker. 
††† Joseph & Adell Wynne, deceased members of the Wendell & Betty Franklin Family, Jefferey J. 

Wynne, and Ann W. Mallare by Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Wynne. 
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Saint Michael Parish  

2024 Christmas Flower Intentions 
††† Christopher Arnold, Mary Biswick, Joseph & Jane McCaw and James & Elaine Arnold by Mrs. 

James Arnold. 
††† Deceased members of the Asbury, Zaleski, Cochrane, Schram & Westrick Families by The Asbury 

Family. 
††† Private intentions by Michael & Kelly Barrett. 
††† Private intentions by Mr. David Beahm. 
††† Mr. & Mrs. Joe Szczech, Mr. Joey Szczech, Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Bell, Mrs. Patricia Bell, and Laurie 

Weidlich by Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Bell.   
††† Mr. & Mrs. William Brann, Mr. & Mrs. William Madigan, Mr. & Mrs. Phil Pessoni and Mr. William 

Becker by Atty. & Mrs. Gerald Brann.   
††† Mr. & Mrs. James Brenchley by Mr. & Mrs. John Brenchley.   
††† The Clark & Mansuy Families Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Clark. 
††† Mr. & Mrs. William L. Spencer, Kathleen & Monty Spencer, deceased relatives of Jeff Cole and  

deceased relatives of Beth Cole by Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Cole. 
††† Michael Davison by the Davison, Barrett & Morris Families 
††† Patricia Rynone, Tom Rynone, Charlie Debach, Amy Delores Debach, and Dawn Debach by Mr. & 

Mrs. Charles Debach Jr.   
††† Special intention by Patricia Deeghan.   
††† Mr. & Mrs. Leon English, Mr. & Mrs. William Brass, Kenny Brass, and Martin Horn by Mr. Leon 

English, Jr.   
††† Carol Ann Gergel, the Gergel Family, and the Yankus Family by James R. Gergel. 
††† Carol Ann Gergel and our grandparents by Thomas & Nanette Gergel.   
††† Private intentions by Dr. Paul Hamburger. 
††† Private intentions by Mr. Will Hawrylo. 
††† Frank Taverniti and Helen Taverniti by Mrs. Diane Hedrick.  
††† Eugene & Mary McMahon, Frank & Joey Herman, and Ken Riordan by Mr. & Mrs. Michael       

Herman. 
††† Mark Kingsley by Mr. & Mrs. George Kingsley.    
††† Private intentions by Walburga Koval. 
††† Private intentions by Mr. & Mrs. Lester Kulp. 
††† John Maloney, Elizabeth Maloney, Lula Wilcox, and Francis Wilcox by Mr. & Mrs. James Maloney. 
††† Harold & Barbara Morris by the Morris, Barrett & Davison Families.   
††† The Chagnon Family and the Mulno Family by Mr. & Mrs. John Mulno. 
††† Private intentions by Thomas & Celeste O’Gara. 
††† Helen Lougher and John & Elizabeth Bruno by Carole Parker. 

††† Joy, Douglas & David Snell; June & Rancy Pepper; Kenny Heddens, Jr.; Joanne & Bob Strozyk; and 
all the Holy Souls in Purgatory by Mrs. Rancy Pepper.   

††† Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Pierchorowicz and Rita & Juan Martínez by Mr. & Mrs. David E. Pierchorowicz.   
††† Private intentions by Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ross. 
††† Private intentions by Mrs. Leanne Storch. 

††† Mr. Joseph & Mrs. Josephine Szczech, Joey Szczech, Bill & Beverly Ayers, Babs Morris, Donald 
Wilber, Eugene Fletcher, Lillian Packard, and William Curtiss by Barbara Szczech.    

††† Lucille Terry, Rosemary Carrol, Nancy Brooks, William Piaggio, and Patrick Piaggio by Mrs.  
Loretta Walker. 

††† Private intentions by Sarah Watson. 

††† Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Szczech, Joey Szczech, and Don Wilber by Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Weed.   

††† Don Wilber, Joseph Szczech, and Josephine Szczech by Mrs. Louise Wilber.  

††† Private intentions by Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Wynne.  
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522cs 

As of December 21st, we have reached 68.46% of 
our $19,238 parish goal.  $13,170 has been donated or 
pledged by 61 donors, which makes our current partici-
pation rate 22.6%.  Thank you to everyone who has con-
tributed thus far, both financially and with your prayers. 

Pope Francis’s  
January Prayer Intention 

For the right to an education  
Let us pray for migrants, refugees, 

and those affected by war, that their 
right to an education, which is neces-
sary to build a better world, might al-
ways be respected. 

A Communal Rosary is prayed at 9:30 on  
Thursday mornings in St. Michael’s Church.   

All are invited to participate. 

December 30, 2024 - January 5, 2025 Readings 
Mon:  1 Jn 2:12-17  Ps 96:7-10  Lk 2:36-40 
Tues:  1 Jn 2:18-21  Ps 96:1-2, 11-13  Jn 1:1-18  
Wed:  Nm 6:22-27  Ps 67:2-3, 5-6, 8  Gal 4:4-7   

Lk 2:16-21 
Thurs:  1 Jn 2:22-28  Ps 98:1-4  Jn 1:19-28 
Fri:  1 Jn 2:29 –3:6  Ps 98:1, 3cd-6  Jn 1:29-34 
Sat:  Is 60:1-6  Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13  Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 

Mt 2:1-12  
Sun:  Is 60:1-6  Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13  Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6  

Mt 2:1-12 

Have you dropped your 
land line?  Do you have a 
new cell phone number or 
email address?  Have you 
moved?  To update your information, write the change 
on your offertory envelope or contact the parish office.   

(Unlisted numbers, cell phone numbers, and email  
addresses are not shared without your permission.) 

  Week of December 29, 2024 

New Year's Resolutions 
The Augustine Institute Show  

What's your resolution this 
year?  Dr. Tim Gray welcomes 
Dr. Scott Hefelfinger, Assistant 
Professor of Theology in the Au-
gustine Institute Graduate School 
of Theology, to celebrate one year of the Augustine In-
stitute Show!  

Christmas | Sacred Art  
Join Dr. Ben Akers and Taylor 

Kemp as they look at the paint-
ing Adoration of the Shepherds by 
Gerard van Honthorst to celebrate 
the Nativity of our Lord.  This 
famous painting reveals the Christ Child as the light that 
has come into the world and also depicts the Blessed 
Mother, St. Joseph, and the shepherds to be models of 
adoration to our humble Lord who came as a helpless 
baby.  

O Holy Night, The King is Born:  
What Christmas Is About  

Celebrate the wonder and joy 
of Christmas with Brother Francis 
in this heartwarming presentation 
of the birth of God's Son!  Witness 
the moving submission of Mary, 
Joseph, and others as they make way for our Savior.   

Set up your free account by visiting formed.org/signup.   
Use zip code 17724 to find our parish.   

You can download the FORMED App to enjoy 
FORMED wherever you have internet access. 

First Friday Adoration 
Looking for a New Year’s Resolution? 

Add First Friday Adoration to your prayer 
routine!  Mass is celebrated in Saint Michael 
Church at 7 am, followed by Adoration until 
7 pm.  If you can commit an entire hour, 
contact Leslie Debach at (315)521-0258. 
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  Midway truck stop 
       Owner:  The Lees 

PHONE 570-673-4328 
State route 14 
Roaring Branch Pa 

 Monday-Friday:  11 am - 8 pm 
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm 

Closed Sunday 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

517 Main Street, Towanda 
570.265.6000 

Wills, Powers of Attorney,  
Estates, Family Matters, 
Preservation of Assets in  

Nursing Home Crisis 
Respecting the dignity and  

lifetime of experiences  
of every client 

St. Agnes School 
102 Third St.,  

Towanda, PA 18848 
(570) 265-6803 

www.stagneselem.com 
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6 

Middle States Accredited 

In loving memory of  

Carol Ann  
Gergel 

Saint Jude, 

Pray for  us. 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

Saint Michael’s  
Altar & Rosary  

Society  
St. Michael’s 
Altar & Rosary 
Society is open to 
all women of  

the parish.  We meet on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
in Saint Michael’s church hall 
at 1:00 pm.  We always wel-
come new members. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4423 Leona Road 
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914 

Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711 
Email: 

hawthornridge@gmail.com 
PA030014 

St. Michael Parish member 

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC 

242 Main Street 

Blossburg, PA 16912 

570-781-7050 
Sunday-Thursday - 7:30am - 8:00pm 

Friday and Saturday - 7:30am - 9:00pm 

www.hooverclothingstore.com 
754 Canton Street • Troy, PA 

Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm • 570-297-7770 

1961 Leona Road,  
Troy, PA 16947 

Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday: 7am - 3pm 
Closed on Holidays  

For information or to place an order call us at: 
Local: (570) 297-3574,  Toll Free: (800) 416-3968 

Fax: (570) 297-3562 
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com 

 

tributes of life 

Gerald W. Vickery, Jr. 
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. 

1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947 
vickeryfh.com 
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor 

Daniel Gilliland 
Funeral Director 

dgilliland@tributesoflife.com 
 

p 570-297-3030 

c 570-506-3665 

f 570-297-4093 

Pepper  Funeral  Home 
and Cremation Facility, Inc. Paul (P.D.) Pepper, Owner/Supervisor 

Services with love and compassion. 

Springbrook Drive, Rt. 14 South, Canton, PA 17724 
(570) 673-4333  ·  www.pepperfuneralhomes.com 

WITH SPRINGBROOK DRIVE CREMATORY ON-SITE 

Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
Located in Troy, PA since 1877.  

· Homeowners · Mobile Homeowners  
· Farm Owners · Rental and Seasonal Properties 
Wendy Howe, secretary          Tom Elliott, agent 

                  570-297-4779                    570-358-3940 

GMFIC 
(Since 1877) 

Barrett Law Offices 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Canton, PA 17724 
570-673-5180 
Fax:  570-673-5780 
patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

507 West Pine Street 
Athens, PA 18810 
570-888-0297 
Fax 570-888-4142 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com 

“Serving The Community With Dignity and Respect” 
MORSE & KLEESE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Areas Most Affordable Prices · Locally Owned and Family Operated  
Telephone Inquiries Welcome · Inflation Proof 

Pre-Need Planning Available · Personalized Cremation Service Available 
Kenneth H. Robertson, Supervisor/Owner 

94 N. CENTER ST.              570-673-3193                      CANTON 

In loving memory of 
John & Pauline 

and 
James Paul 
Pazzaglia 

Trinity Family Health Care 
“Serving all your health care needs – naturally!” 

Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C.  
Doctor of Chiropractic 

18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947 
570-297-0471 - 570-297-5434 (Fax) 

St. Michael Parish member 

Knights of Columbus  
Council #5517   

Looking for new members.   
Meetings are the 2nd Wednes-
day of the Month at 7:15 in St. 

Michael’s Hall. 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

 
 

1090 WEST MAIN ST.  
TROY, PA 16947-0277 
PHONE (570) 297-2192 

120 TROY ST., CANTON  
PA 17724-0146 

PHONE (570) 673-5495 

ENDLESS MOUNTAINS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER 
FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED ULTRASOUND 

116 WALNUT STREET, ATHENS, PA 18810 
26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 

13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 
209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 

FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 
(570) 721-2936   OR   CONTACT@EMPCCFREE.COM 

WWW.EMPCCFREE.COM 

Jennings  

Coal Sales 
(570) 673-4125 

Canton, PA 17724 

Bulk · Bagged · Stoves · Parts · Service 

Blacksmith Coal Available 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

http://www.christinafleury.com/
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com

