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Pastoral Council:  David Beahm,  
David Brann, Leslie Debach,  
Will Hawrylo, Jean Herman,  

Ralph Lepper, Sherry Vargson,  
Sarah Watson - youth representative 

Anointing of the Sick   

Through this sacrament the believer 
is strengthened by Christ’s grace 

through the anointing of Holy Oils. 
All who are seriously ill, hospital-
ized, or having surgery can receive 
this sacrament. Please contact the 

parish office if you wish to receive 
this sacrament. 

Baptism   

The sacrament of Baptism is cele-
brated by appointment. All parents 
must attend a baptismal preparation 
meeting prior to the Baptism. Please 

call the office to schedule dates. 

Matrimony 

A meeting with the parish priest 
should precede all other wedding 

plans.  Couples contemplating matri-
mony should contact the  parish of-
fice six months to a year before the 

celebration of the sacrament. 
Eucharistic Adoration  

Wednesday:  6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
First Friday: Adoration after  
7:00 am Mass until 7:00 pm 

St. Michael’s Church 
Confessions 

 Sat:  3:15 - 3:45 pm, St. Michael  
(also available by appointment) 

First Fridays 

To all elderly and homebound, if you 
would like a visit from Father Joe on 

First Friday, please contact the     
Parish Office and let us know the 

month before. 
C.C.D.  (2024/25) 

(Religious ed classes held during the 
school year)  Sunday - 8:15 am - 
9:15 am, St. Michael Church hall  

 

 
 
 

(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy) 

Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor 
106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724 

Office phone:  (570) 673-5253   E-mail:  office@stmichaelscanton.com        
website:  www.stmichaelscanton.com 

Office Hours:  Mondays & Wednesdays 8 am - 3:30 pm, Thursdays 8 am - 1 pm 

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT:  “As members of the parish community of Saint Michael, 
Saint John and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a relationship with Jesus Christ passed on to our Holy Father and in 
communion with our Bishop.  We joyfully proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real presence in the Eucharist.  
We serve the Lord through acts of faith, hope and charity by the graces given through the Sacraments. It is our inten-

tion to carry out this mission so that we may be the face of Jesus Christ in the world.” 
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The sanctuary lamps in all three churches burn 
this week for the repose of the soul of Theresa 
Kingsley.  May her soul and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace. 

Sanctuary lamp intentions may be requested by 
contacting the parish office.   

The cost is $10 for all three lamps for a weekend. 

Saint Michael’s Parish Offerings 
December 23 - 29, 2024 

Weekly Offerings:  2,020.00 
Christmas Offerings: 4,555.00 
Electronic Offerings:  475.00 
Other Parish Income:    150.00 

Total Parish Income:         7,200.00 
Average weekly expenses:   4,124.61 

Difference:   3,075.39 

Care & Education of Priests: 60.00 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Saint Michael Parish Prayer List 
Barby, John & Peggy Adams, Karl Barton,  

Cassi Blaney, Joseph Blasz, Gus Branish, Joy Brann, 
Betty Brown, Dennis & Barbara Clarke, Kiran Dhawan,  

Dorland & Carlene Eck, Leon English, Ben Flood, 
Douglas Greene, Melissa Gowan, William Hall,  

Robert Dale Hostetter, Victoria Johnson, Beatrice Jones, 
David Kule, Jo Kule, Bob Lutz, Joyce Maloney,  

Tom McBlane, Bunny Meuse, Bernadette Moore,  
Orlando Moralez, Delina Morgan, Mary Nybeck,  

Pamela Porter O’Brien, Leo Parchesky, Ramona Parker,  
Gary Paquette, Lori Pellegrini, Pat Rushin,  

Cristy Schmelzle, Anthony Shipula, Bev Smith,  
Sharon Snyder, Carl E. Steffon, Elias Vroman,  
Calvin Watson, Steven Wilber, John Wilcox,  

Anthony Wolf, Nicholas Wolf, Fran Zizza  

Contact the office to add a name to the prayer list.  
Names remain on the list for 3 months per request. 

A Communal Rosary is prayed at 9:30 on  

Thursday mornings in St. Michael’s Church.   

All are invited to participate. 

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church  
hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, Jan 4    Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
Vigil:  Epiphany of the Lord 

4:00 pm, Canton † Betty Jean Stachowski 
 (Good Samaritans) 

Sunday, January 5                    Epiphany of the Lord 
8:00 am, Ralston † Pro Populo 
9:30 am, Canton † Mark Kingsley  

(George & Theresa Kingsley) 
11:15 am, Troy † William Misson (Anonymous) 

Monday, January 6                         Christmas Weekday 
7:00 am, Rectory † Carol Dalton (Elaine Kurzejewski)  

Tuesday, January 7                         Christmas Weekday 
5:30 pm, Troy † Anthony Walkowiak 

 (Anna Bogaczyk & Family) 

Wednesday, January 8                   Christmas Weekday 
5:30 pm, Canton † Martha Fish (Leona Winder & Family) 

Thursday, January 9                      Christmas Weekday  
No Mass       

Friday, January 10                         Christmas Weekday 
7:00 am, Rectory † Eleanor Augustine  

(Bernadine & Keith Youman) 

Saturday, January 11                     Christmas Weekday 
Vigil:  Baptism of the Lord 

4:00 pm, Canton † Pro Populo 

Sunday, January 12                     Baptism of the Lord 
8:00 am, Ralston † Elaine Clarke (The Richard King Fmaily) 
9:30 am, Canton † Isabelle Loftus & Dorothy Ferretti  

(Families) 
11:15 am, Troy † Mike Davison (Time, Leona & Barb) 
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522cs 

As of December 28th, we have reached 69.5% of our 
$19,238 parish goal.  $13,270 has been donated or 
pledged by 62 donors, which makes our current partici-
pation rate 23%.  Thank you to everyone who has con-
tributed thus far, both financially and with your prayers. 

Pope Francis’s  
January Prayer Intention 

For the right to an education  
Let us pray for migrants, refugees, 

and those affected by war, that their 
right to an education, which is neces-
sary to build a better world, might al-
ways be respected. 

January 6 - 12, 2025 Readings 

Mon:  1 Jn 3:22—4:6  Ps 2:7b-8, 10-12a   
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 

Tues:  1 Jn 4:7-10  Ps 72:1-4, 7-8  Mk 6:34-44  

Wed:  1 Jn 4:11-18  Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13  Mk 6:45-52 

Thurs:  1 Jn 4:19—5:4  Ps 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17 
Lk 4:14-22a 

Fri:  1 Jn 5:5-13  Ps 147:12-15, 19-20  Lk 5:12-16 

Sat:  1 Jn 5:14-21  Ps 149:1-6a, 9b  Jn 3:22-30  

Sun:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7  Ps 29:1a, 2, 3ac-4, 3b, 9b-10  
Acts :34-38  Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 

  Week of January 5, 2025 

God's Doorkeeper  

This week, we celebrate the 
memorial of a humble doorkeeper, 
St. André of Montreal.  Learn 
how this man became a great saint 
through his small acts of love!  

The Three Wise Men  

Ms. Kim explains the Solem-
nity of the Epiphany and the im-
portance of the wise men’s gifts 
by teaching students how to draw 
the three magi. She challenges 
kids to do an act of kindness for someone, offering it as 
a gift to Jesus.  

Epiphany  

What is Epiphany? Join Dr. 
Michael Barber to find out.   

 

 

Set up your free account by visiting formed.org/signup.   
Use zip code 17724 to find our parish.   

You can download the FORMED App to enjoy 
FORMED wherever you have internet access. 

Add First Friday Adoration to your prayer 
routine!  Mass is celebrated in Saint Michael 
Church at 7 am, followed by Adoration until 
7 pm.  If you can commit an entire hour, 
contact Leslie Debach at (315)521

Notre Dame High School Open House 
Notre Dame High School, Grades 7–12 is hosting an 

Open House on Monday, January 27, from 6:00 pm - 
7:30 pm for prospective students and their fami-
lies.  Registration begins at 5:45 pm followed by a brief 
presentation in the Charles and Mary Crossed Auditori-
um.  Open House is your chance to meet the faculty, ad-
ministration, and students, tour the campus, learn about 
the benefits of a Notre Dame education, and explore the 
many opportunities that await your student at Notre 
Dame.  Notre Dame is a college preparatory school of-
fering an inclusive environment that is rich in the tradi-
tions of the Sisters of Mercy and academic excel-
lence.  Notre Dame offers a competitive athletic pro-
gram, opportunities to participate in the performing, vis-
ual, and language arts along with extra-curricular activi-
ties such as FTC & FRC Robotics teams, Climate Cru-
saders, The Notre Dame Spotlighters Group, MaryLeaf 
(school newsletter), Yearbook, and Quiz League.  Notre 
Dame H.S. is located at 1400 Maple Avenue, Elmira, 
NY.  To RSVP for the Open House or to submit your 
application for the 2025-26 school year, visit notredame-
highschool.com.  Questions may be directed to Mr. Nick 
Weiermiller, Director of Admissions at 607-734-2267.  
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Parish Registration 
All Catholics should be registered in their local par-

ish.  This helps facilitate many church activities such as 
requests for sponsor forms, marriage in the church and 
other religious needs.  Having accurate statistics is also 
important when the Diocese is allocating clerical and 
financial resources.   

Receiving sacraments in a parish does not automati-
cally register you in the parish.  For example, parents 
will sometimes bring their newborn to the parish they 
grew up in for baptism, especially if they have family 
members who cannot travel easily.   

For our young adults, if you have entered the work 
force and/or have completed a four year degree, you 
should be registered as an independent family rather 
than as a child in your parents’ family, even if you still 
live in their home. 

Cathy will be happy to help, so call or email the par-
ish office with questions about your status or to make 
any changes.  Offertory envelopes are not required, but 
if you receive them, you are definitely registered. 

Bulletin Ads 
Thank you to all our bulletin advertisers for  

making our weekly bulletin possible.   
Please patronize our advertisers and let them know 

you saw their ad in our bulletin. 

  Notice Regarding Reporting  
Sexual Abuse of a Minor  

 It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report 
any allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforce-
ment. If you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a 
priest, deacon, religious or lay employee or volunteer of 
the Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immedi-
ately report the matter to law enforcement. If any priest, 
deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the Dio-
cese of Scranton has cause or reason to suspect that a mi-
nor has been subjected to any form of abuse, including 
child sexual abuse, the matter will be reported to law en-
forcement. It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to 
all civil and state regulations. In accordance with the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Ser-
vices Laws, reports of suspected child abuse should also 
be made immediately by phone to the 24-Hour Child 
Abuse hotline (ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or electron-
ically at www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis To this end, the 
Diocese is equally committed to adhering to the norms of 
the Code of Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of the 
USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young 
People, which includes supporting victims of sexual abuse 
in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual well-being. As 
such, information regarding an allegation of sexual abuse 
of a minor should also be reported to the Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator, Mary Beth Pacuska at (570-862-7551).  

Aviso al Respecto de Reportar el  
Abuso Sexual de Un Menor  

De Edad Es la norma de la Diócesis de Scranton re-
portar cualquier alegación de abuso sexual de un menor 
de edad a las autoridades. Si usted es una víctima de 
abuso sexual cometido por un sacerdote, diácono, religi-
oso o empleado laico, o voluntario de la Diócesis de 
Scranton, usted está obligado a reportar el asunto inmedi-
atamente a las autoridades de la ley. Si algún sacerdote, 
diácono, religioso, empleado laico o voluntario de la 
Diócesis de Scranton tiene sospecha de que un menor de 
edad ha sido sujeto a cualquier forma de abuso, incluyen-
do abuso sexual de menor de edad, el asunto será reporta-
do a las autoridades de la ley. Es la norma de la Diócesis 
defender todas las regulaciones civiles y del estado. De 
conformidad con la Comunidad de los Servicios de Pro-
tección Infantil de Pennsylvania Leyes, informes de so-
specha de abuso de niños también debe hacerse inmedi-
atamente por teléfono las 24 horas maltrato infantil hot-
line (ChildLine) al 1-800-932-0313 o electrónicamente en 
www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis  

Al fi n de que la Diócesis esté comprometida igualmen-
te a defender las normas del Código de Derecho Canónico y 
defender los principios de la Carta Para la Protección de 
Niños y Jóvenes (Conferencia de los Obispos Católicos de 
los Estados Unidos), lo cual incluye apoyar a las víctimas 
de abuso sexual en pos del bienestar emocional y espiritual. 
Por eso, información respecto a una alegación del asunto 
sexual de un menor de edad, debe ser reportada a la Coordi-
nadora Diocesana de Asistencia para Las Víctimas, Mary 
Beth Pacuska, a (570-862-7551). 

Have you dropped your 
land line?  Do you have a 
new cell phone number or 
email address?  Have you 
moved?  To update your information, write the change 
on your offertory envelope or contact the parish office.   

(Unlisted numbers, cell phone numbers, and email  
addresses are not shared without your permission.) 
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The blessing of a home and inscription of the ini-

tials of the three Magi above each door can be per-

formed either by a priest or the head of the house-

hold.  To ask Father Joe to bless your home with the 

epiphany blessing, please contact Father Joe direct-

ly. 

Blessing of a House 

Priest:  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

People:  Who made heaven and earth. 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And with your spirit 

Priest:  Let us pray. 

Peace to this house, and to all who enter here.  

Sprinkle me, O Lord, with blessed water, and I shall 

be purified; wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.  

Have mercy on me, O God, in your great mercy.  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Ho-

ly Spirit.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ev-

er shall be, world without end, Amen. 

Blessed be your name, our God, our shelter from 

all that homelessness and lack of place can mean.  

Blessed be your name, for you have sheltered us.  

Bless now this house, this dwelling place of life and 

love, for you alone assure the peace and strength, the 

care that covers all our differences.  You make these 

rooms a source of confidence, of dignity and free-

dom, for the members of our family household, and 

therefore for our country and the world.  Let your 

Spirit dwell in us and open us to all who need our 

hospitality and care.  Amen.                 

(Sprinkle all the rooms) 

Priest:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen. 

Priest:  From the East, the Magi have come to  

Bethlehem to adore the Lord; Opening their  

treasuries, the offered Him gifts; gold to the Great 

King; frankincense to the true God; and myrrh for  

His burial. 

(Priest then marks the door with blessed chalk in 

honor of the Three Kings:  Casper, Melchior and 

Balthasar.  Letters  are written first, then crosses, 

then numbers.) 

20 † C † M † B † 25 

Priest:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

Thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. 

All:  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliv-

er us from evil.  Amen. 

Priest:  Oh Lord, hear our prayer 

All:  And let our cry come unto you. 

Priest:  The Lord be with you, 

All:  And with your spirit. 

Priest:  Let us pray. 

Oh Lord, God Almighty, bless this home † and 

under its shelter let there be peace, health, happiness, 

humility, chastity, goodness, kindness, prosperity, 

obedience to Your Commandments, and thanksgiv-

ing.  Protect this house form fire, disaster or anyone 

who would want to enter it unlawfully.  May these 

blessings descend abundantly on this home, and re-

main always in the heart of those who dwell here. 

All:  Amen 

(Concluding Prayer) 

Priest:  Come, Lord God, we humbly beg you, and 

fill this house with the serenity of your love, joy and 

peace.  Shower your benediction and grace in abun-

dance upon all who dwell herein.  May the peace and 

blessing of almighty God rest upon this house and all 

who dwell in it.   

All:  Amen. 
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  Midway truck stop 
       Owner:  The Lees 

PHONE 570-673-4328 
State route 14 
Roaring Branch Pa 

 Monday-Friday:  11 am - 8 pm 
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm 

Closed Sunday 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

517 Main Street, Towanda 
570.265.6000 

Wills, Powers of Attorney,  
Estates, Family Matters, 
Preservation of Assets in  

Nursing Home Crisis 
Respecting the dignity and  

lifetime of experiences  
of every client 

St. Agnes School 
102 Third St.,  

Towanda, PA 18848 
(570) 265-6803 

www.stagneselem.com 
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6 

Middle States Accredited 

In loving memory of  

Carol Ann  
Gergel 

Saint Jude, 

Pray for  us. 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

Saint Michael’s  
Altar & Rosary  

Society  
St. Michael’s 
Altar & Rosary 
Society is open to 
all women of  

the parish.  We meet on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
in Saint Michael’s church hall 
at 1:00 pm.  We always wel-
come new members. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4423 Leona Road 
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914 

Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711 
Email: 

hawthornridge@gmail.com 
PA030014 

St. Michael Parish member 

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC 

242 Main Street 

Blossburg, PA 16912 

570-781-7050 
Sunday-Thursday - 7:30am - 8:00pm 

Friday and Saturday - 7:30am - 9:00pm 

www.hooverclothingstore.com 
754 Canton Street • Troy, PA 

Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm • 570-297-7770 

1961 Leona Road,  
Troy, PA 16947 

Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday: 7am - 3pm 
Closed on Holidays  

For information or to place an order call us at: 
Local: (570) 297-3574,  Toll Free: (800) 416-3968 

Fax: (570) 297-3562 
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com 

 

tributes of life 

Gerald W. Vickery, Jr. 
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. 

1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947 
vickeryfh.com 
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor 

Daniel Gilliland 
Funeral Director 

dgilliland@tributesoflife.com 
 

p 570-297-3030 

c 570-506-3665 

f 570-297-4093 

Pepper  Funeral  Home 
and Cremation Facility, Inc. Paul (P.D.) Pepper, Owner/Supervisor 

Services with love and compassion. 

Springbrook Drive, Rt. 14 South, Canton, PA 17724 
(570) 673-4333  ·  www.pepperfuneralhomes.com 

WITH SPRINGBROOK DRIVE CREMATORY ON-SITE 

Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
Located in Troy, PA since 1877.  

· Homeowners · Mobile Homeowners  
· Farm Owners · Rental and Seasonal Properties 
Wendy Howe, secretary          Tom Elliott, agent 

                  570-297-4779                    570-358-3940 

GMFIC 
(Since 1877) 

Barrett Law Offices 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Canton, PA 17724 
570-673-5180 
Fax:  570-673-5780 
patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

507 West Pine Street 
Athens, PA 18810 
570-888-0297 
Fax 570-888-4142 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com 

“Serving The Community With Dignity and Respect” 
MORSE & KLEESE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Areas Most Affordable Prices · Locally Owned and Family Operated  
Telephone Inquiries Welcome · Inflation Proof 

Pre-Need Planning Available · Personalized Cremation Service Available 
Kenneth H. Robertson, Supervisor/Owner 

94 N. CENTER ST.              570-673-3193                      CANTON 

In loving memory of 
John & Pauline 

and 
James Paul 
Pazzaglia 

Trinity Family Health Care 
“Serving all your health care needs – naturally!” 

Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C.  
Doctor of Chiropractic 

18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947 
570-297-0471 - 570-297-5434 (Fax) 

St. Michael Parish member 

Knights of Columbus  
Council #5517   

Looking for new members.   
Meetings are the 2nd Wednes-
day of the Month at 7:15 in St. 

Michael’s Hall. 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

 
 

1090 WEST MAIN ST.  
TROY, PA 16947-0277 
PHONE (570) 297-2192 

120 TROY ST., CANTON  
PA 17724-0146 

PHONE (570) 673-5495 

ENDLESS MOUNTAINS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER 
FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED ULTRASOUND 

116 WALNUT STREET, ATHENS, PA 18810 
26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 

13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 
209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 

FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 
(570) 721-2936   OR   CONTACT@EMPCCFREE.COM 

WWW.EMPCCFREE.COM 

Jennings  

Coal Sales 
(570) 673-4125 

Canton, PA 17724 

Bulk · Bagged · Stoves · Parts · Service 

Blacksmith Coal Available 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

http://www.christinafleury.com/
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com

