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ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“As members of the parish community of Saint Michael, Saint John 

and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a relationship with Jesus Christ 
passed on to our Holy Father and in communion with our Bishop.  We 
joyfully proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real presence in the 
Eucharist.  We serve the Lord through acts of faith, hope and charity by 
the graces given through the Sacraments. It is our intention to carry out 
this mission so that we may be the face of Jesus Christ in the world.” 

Anointing of the Sick   

Through this sacrament the believer is 
strengthened by Christ’s grace through 
the anointing of Holy Oils. All who are 
seriously ill, hospitalized, or having sur-
gery can receive this sacrament. Please 
contact the parish office if you wish to 

receive this sacrament. 

Baptism   

The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated 
by appointment. All parents must attend a 
baptismal preparation meeting prior to the 
Baptism. Please call the office to sched-

ule dates. 

Confessions 

 Sat:  3:15 - 3:45 pm St. Michael  
(also available by appointment) 

Matrimony 

A meeting with the parish priest should 
precede all other wedding plans.  Couples 
contemplating matrimony should contact 
the  parish office six months to a year be-

fore the celebration of the sacrament. 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Wednesday:  6:00 pm, St. Michael’s 
Church  following 5:30 pm Mass,  

Benediction at 7:00 pm 
First Friday: Adoration after 7 am Mass 

until 7 pm, St. Michael’s Church 

First Fridays 

To all elderly and homebound, if you 
would like a visit from Father Joe on First 

Friday, please contact the Parish Office 
and let us know the month before. 

C.C.D.  (2024/25) 

(Religious education classes  
held during the school year) 
Sunday - 8:15 am - 9:15 am,  

St. Michael Church hall  

Pastoral Council 
David Beahm, David Brann, Leslie Debach, Will Hawrylo,  

Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper, Sherry Vargson,  
Sarah Watson - youth representative 

 
 
 

(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy) 
Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor 

106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724 
Office phone:  (570) 673-5253   E-mail:  office@stmichaelscanton.com        

website:  www.stmichaelscanton.com 
Office Hours:  Mondays & Wednesdays 8 am - 3:30 pm, Thursdays 8 am - 1 pm 
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Chance Of A Lifetime 
The Knights of Columbus have begun their annu-

al COAL (Chance of a Lifetime) Sweepstakes.  The 
drawing will be held on May 16, 2025.  Tickets cost 
$5.00 and you may purchase as many as you would like.   

Proceeds go to the Scholarship Program for the chil-
dren and grandchildren of The Knights of Columbus at-
tending Catholic Schools.  Thank you for your support! 

Games of Chance License #2202 
Prizes 

1st:  $15,000     2nd:  $10,000     3rd:  $7,500 
 4th, 5th & 6th:  $5,000 
 7th, 8th, 9th, & 10th:   $2,500 
 11th & 12th:   $2,000  
 13th, 14th, 15th, & 16th:   $1,000  

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church  
hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. 

The sanctuary lamps in all three churches burn 
this week for repose of the soul of  

Theresa Kingsley (offered by Bonnie Defelice) 
 Sanctuary lamp intentions may be  

requested by contacting the parish office.   
The cost is $10 for all three lamps for a weekend. 

Saint Michael’s Parish Offerings 
March 3 - 9, 2025 

Weekly Offerings:   2,644.00 
Electronic Offerings:  475.00 
Other Parish Income:     171.05 

Total Parish Income:        3,290.00 
Average weekly expenses:   4,356.13 

Difference:   (1,066.08) 

Care & Education of Priests:  20.00 
Church in Central & Eastern Europe 409.00 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Contribution statements are available on request 
from the parish office.  If you received one last year, it 
was sent mid-January, so please call if it hasn’t arrived. 

Saint Michael Parish Prayer List 
Barby, John & Peggy Adams, Karl Barton,  

Cassi Blaney, Joseph Blasz, Gus Branish, Betty Brown, 
Dennis & Barbara Clarke, Anthony DeMarco,  

Kiran Dhawan, Dorland & Carlene Eck, Leon English, 
Ben Flood, Douglas Greene, Melissa Gowan,  

William Hall, Robert Dale Hostetter, Victoria Johnson,  
Lauren Kreager, David Kule, Jo Kule, Bob Lutz,  
Joyce Maloney, Tom McBlane, Bunny Meuse,  

Bernadette Moore, Orlando Moralez, Delina Morgan, 
Mary Nybeck, Pamela Porter O’Brien, John O’Brien, 

Leo Parchesky, Ramona Parker, Gary Paquette,  
Lori Pellegrini, Tymber Pepper, Pat Rushin,  

Cristy Schmelzle, Ahmed Hassa Sharief,  
Anthony Shipula, Bev Smith, Sharon Snyder,  

Carl E. Steffon, Elias Vroman, Calvin Watson,  
Steven Wilber, John Wilcox, Anthony Wolf,  

Nicholas Wolf, Fran Zizza  
Contact the office to add a name to the prayer list.  
Names remain on the list for 3 months per request. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, March 15                             Lenten Weekday  
Vigil:  2nd Sunday of Lent 

4:00 pm, Canton † Richard Ross (Family) 

Sunday, March 16                        2nd Sunday of Lent 
8:00 am, Ralston † Pro Populo 
9:30 am, Canton † Theresa Kingsley (St. Michael’s A&R) 

11:15 am, Troy † Robert Morris (Louise Wilber) 

Monday, March 17                               Lenten Weekday 
7:00 am, Rectory - Private Intention 

Tuesday, March 18                              Lenten Weekday 
5:30 pm, Troy † Chris Wywiorski (Barbara Wywiorski) 

6:00 pm, Stations of the Cross 

Wednesday, March 19     Saint Joseph, Spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

5:30 pm, Canton † Claudia Blaney (Jeff & Beth Cole) 

6:00 pm, Canton - Stations of the Cross 

Thursday, March 20                            Lenten Weekday  
No Mass                                          

Friday, March 21                                 Lenten Weekday  
7:00 am, Rectory † Joseph Hover  

(Ray & Katherine Harrington) 

Saturday, March 22                             Lenten Weekday  
Vigil:  3rd Sunday of Lent 

4:00 pm, Canton † Robert Dalton (The Dalton Family) 

Sunday, March 23                        3rd Sunday of Lent 
8:00 am, Ralston † Pro Populo 
9:30 am, Canton † Ann Mallare  

(Jerome Wynne & Marie Merker) 

11:15 am, Troy † Pasquale DePalma (Jayne Cleveland) 

Saint Michael’s Altar & Rosary Society 
Annual Pierogi Sale! 

Orders can be placed using the order form on the 
parish website, paper forms in all three churches, or by 
calling Alicia at (570) 673-4125.  We are taking orders 
through 6 pm on Sunday, March 16th.   

Pickup will be from St. Michael’s Hall on: 
• March 19th & 20th:  10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
• March 21st:  10:00  am - 4:00 pm 
• March 22nd:  9:00 am - Noon 
• March 23rd:  10:30 am - 11:00 am 

Pierogi making in St. Michael’s Hall will be Mon-
day, March 17 - Friday, March 21, 9 am - 2 pm, with 
lunch provided.  Come for an hour or spend the day.  
Everyone is invited and we have FUN!!  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
will be available in Saint Michael’s 
Church on Mondays during Lent 
from 5:30 - 7 pm, except on Monday, 
March 31st.  Father Joe will be attending Holy Hour 
with Bishop Bambera in St. Basil Church, Dushore. 
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Nazareth Group 
Nazareth Group is for young women, grades 9 - 12, 

who desire to learn more about the faith, to make whole-
some friendships, and to grow in their love for Jesus 
Christ through prayer and hearing inspirational talks. 

Upcoming Meetings:  April 5 and June 7, 2025. 
Two locations are available.  For reservations, call: 

Mother of God Convent 
215 Wellwood Drive, Tunkhannock, PA 18657 

Sr. Angela - (570) 836-2737 

Mother of the Eucharist Convent 
6100 Jacks Hollow Road, Williamsport, PA 17702 

Sr. Clare - (570) 745-3334 
“May I die for love of Your Love, You Who were so 

good as to die for love of my love.”  St. Francis of Assisi 

Paying it Forward as a Lead 
Mother in Nigeria  

 In Nigeria, over 25 million 
people are experiencing extreme 
food insecurity due to climate change, poverty and con-
flict.  Because of violence in their hometown, Amina 
and her family were forced to flee and start life over 
again in a new village.  Learn how Amina’s participation 
in a CRS program helped her prepare nutritious meals 
for her family and support other families in her commu-
nity to overcome the challenges of hunger and malnutri-
tion.  Visit crsricebowl.org/week-2 to read this week’s 
Story of Hope.  

A Communal Rosary is prayed at 9:30 on  
Thursday mornings in St. Michael’s Church.   

All are invited to participate. 
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How long is Jesus present in the Eucharist 
after we’ve received communion? 

Philip Kosloski - published on 05/17/17  
https://aleteia.org/2017/05/17/how-long-is-jesus-present-in-the-

eucharist-after-weve-received-communion 

The "Real Presence" of Christ does not end when we 
receive him at Mass under the appearance of bread and 
wine.  

The great treasure of the Catholic Church is the Eu-
charist -- Jesus himself hidden under the appearances 
of bread and wine.  We believe, as the Catechism 
states, that "In the most blessed sacrament of the Eucha-
rist 'the body and blood, together with the soul and divin-
ity, of our Lord Jesus Christ and, therefore, the whole 
Christ is truly, really, and substantially contained'" (CCC 
1374). 

Additionally, this Real Presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist does not end immediately when we receive 
him at Communion time.  The Catechism goes on to 
explain how, "The Eucharistic presence of Christ begins 
at the moment of the consecration and endures as 
long as the Eucharistic species subsist" (CCC 1377). 

What does that mean when we receive him into our 
mouths?  How long does Jesus' Real Presence remain 
in our bodies? 

There is a famous story from the life of St. Philip Ne-
ri that helps answer that question.  One day while he was 
celebrating Mass, a man received Holy Communion and 
left the church early.  The man appeared to have no re-
gard for the Presence within him and so Philip Neri de-
cided to use this opportunity as a teaching moment.  He 
sent two altar boys with lighted candles to follow the 
man outside of the church.  After a while walking 
through the streets of Rome, the man turned around to 
see the altar boys still following him.  Confused, the man 
returned to the church and asked Philip Neri why he sent 
the altar boys.  Saint Philip Neri responded by saying, 
"We have to pay proper respect to Our Lord, Whom you 
are carrying away with you.  Since you neglect to adore 
Him, I sent two acolytes to take your place."  The man 
was stunned by the response and resolved to be more 
aware of God's presence in the future. 

It is generally assumed that the Eucharistic species of 
bread remains for about 15 minutes after recep-
tion.  This is based on simple biology and reflects the 

Catechism’s statement that the presence of Christ 
"endures as long as the Eucharistic species subsist." 

This is why many saints have recommended offering 
15 minutes of prayer after receiving the Eucharist as a 
thanksgiving to God. This allows the soul to savor the 
presence of God and have a true "heart-to-heart" with 
Jesus. 

In our fast paced world it is often difficult to remain 
long after Mass, but that doesn't mean we can't at least 
pray a brief prayer of thanksgiving. The main point is 
that we need to remember Jesus' presence in the Eucha-
rist stays with us for several minutes and presents us 
with a special time when we can commune with our 
Lord and feel his love within us. 

If one day you forget, don't be surprised if your 
parish priest sends altar servers to follow you to your 
car when you leave Mass early! 

  Notice Regarding Reporting  
Sexual Abuse of a Minor  

 It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report 
any allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforce-
ment. If you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a 
priest, deacon, religious or lay employee or volunteer of 
the Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immedi-
ately report the matter to law enforcement. If any priest, 
deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the Dio-
cese of Scranton has cause or reason to suspect that a 
minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, includ-
ing child sexual abuse, the matter will be reported to law 
enforcement. It is also the policy of the Diocese to ad-
here to all civil and state regulations. In accordance with 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Child Protective 
Services Laws, reports of suspected child abuse should 
also be made immediately by phone to the 24-Hour 
Child Abuse hotline (ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or 
electronically at www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis To this 
end, the Diocese is equally committed to adhering to the 
norms of the Code of Canon Law and to upholding the 
tenets of the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Chil-
dren and Young People, which includes supporting vic-
tims of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and 
spiritual well-being. As such, information regarding an 
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be re-
ported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, Mary Beth 
Pacuska at (570-862-7551).  

Saint Michael’s Altar & Rosary Society  
Annual Yard Sale 

Planning is underway for the Annual Yard Sale in 
June!  During your Spring Cleaning, please set aside  
items to donate.  Clean, 
sellable items are needed.  
Please, no clothing,  large 
furniture, mattresses, tele-
visions, broken toys, com-
puter monitors or exercise 
equipment. 

 

https://aleteia.org/author/philip-kosloski
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531s 

This week on                 , week of March 16, 2025 

Joseph of Nazareth  
Celebrate the feast of Christ's 

foster father with even more joy 
and respect this year by watching 
a movie about him!  Enter into the 
life of this great saint through the 
movie Joseph of Nazareth!  

The Trials of Saint Patrick  
The Trials of Saint Patrick, a power-

ful journey through hardship, loss, mer-
cy, and forgiveness.  With skilled actors 
and cinematic elements, this captivating 
story comes to life, stirring the imagina-
tion and sparking inspiration.  

St. Joseph: Our Spiritual Father  
While the Gospel has not pre-

served any of his words, his ac-
tions have resounded through the 
ages. St. Joseph stands out as the 
model par excellence of Christian 
virtue. Encounter St. Joseph in a new way with St. Jo-
seph: Our Spiritual Father.   

Set up your free account by visiting formed.org/signup.   
Use zip code 17724 to find our parish.   

You can download the FORMED App to enjoy 
FORMED wherever you have internet access. 

As of March 1, we have reached 
78.46% of our $19,238 parish goal.  
$15,095.00 has been donated or 
pledged by 72 donors.  Our current participation rate 
26.67%.  Thank you to everyone who has contributed 
thus far, both financially and with your prayers. 

Pope Francis’s  
March Prayer Intention 

For families in crisis:  Let us pray that bro-
ken families might discover the cure for their 
wounds through forgiveness, rediscovering 

each other's gifts, even in their differences.   

March 17 - 23, 2025 Readings 
Mon:  Dn 9:4b-10  Ps 79:8-9, 11, 13  Lk 6:36-38 
Tues:  Is 1:10, 16-20  Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23   

Mt 23:1-12 
Wed:  2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16  Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29   

Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22  Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a  
Thurs:  Jer 17:5-10  Ps 1:1-4, 6  Lk 16:19-31 
Fri:  Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a  Ps 105:16-21 

Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Sat:  Mi 7:14-15, 18-20  Ps 103:1-4, 9-12   

Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Sun:  Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15  Ps 103:1-4, 6-8, 11   

1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12  Lk 13:1-9 

Lenten Holy Hours with Bishop Bambera 
For the third straight year, Bishop Bambera 

will visit each deanery in the Diocese of Scran-
ton during Lent to hold a special Holy Hour for 
the faithful.  

In the Sayre Deanery, Holy Hour will be at 7 pm on 
Monday, March 31st in Immaculate Heart of Mary Par-
ish, Saint Basil Church, 123 Churchill Street, Dushore, 
PA.  The complete list can be found online at https://
www.dioceseofscranton.org/bishop-bambera-to-hold-
holy-hours-throughout-diocese-during-lent/ 

Chili Cookoff and Dessert Competition 
The Cemetery Association thanks all participants, 

judges, and attendees.  We had a wonderful time of fel-
lowship with parishioners and guests.  The results were:   

Best spicy yet edible chili - Matt Bradford 
Favorite mild chili:  Beth Cole 

Desserts winners:  Cathy Asbury - Black Forest cake, 
and Beth Cole - Lemon Bars.   

Most Honorable Mention:  Anna Bradford - cupcakes. 

Deanery Lenten Penance Services 
Sunday, April 6 

2:00 pm, St. Michael’s Church, Canton 
4:00 pm, Ss. Peter & Paul Church, Towanda 

Sunday, April 13 
2:00 pm, St. Basil Church, Dushore 
4:30 pm, Epiphany Church, Sayre 
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242 Main Street 

Blossburg, PA 16912 

570-781-7050 
Sunday-Thursday - 7:30am - 8:00pm 

Friday and Saturday - 7:30am - 9:00pm 

  Midway truck stop 
       Owner:  The Lees 

PHONE 570-673-4328 
State route 14 
Roaring Branch Pa 

 Monday-Friday:  11 am - 8 pm 
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm 

Closed Sunday 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

517 Main Street, Towanda 
570.265.6000 

Wills, Powers of Attorney,  
Estates, Family Matters, 
Preservation of Assets in  

Nursing Home Crisis 
Respecting the dignity and  

lifetime of experiences  
of every client 

St. Agnes School 
102 Third St.,  

Towanda, PA 18848 
(570) 265-6803 

www.stagneselem.com 
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6 

Middle States Accredited 

In loving memory of  

Carol Ann  
Gergel 

Saint Jude, 

Pray for  us. 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

Saint Michael’s  
Altar & Rosary  

Society  
St. Michael’s 
Altar & Rosary 
Society is open to 
all women of  

the parish.  We meet on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
in Saint Michael’s church hall 
at 1:00 pm.  We always wel-
come new members. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4423 Leona Road 
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914 

Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711 
Email: 

hawthornridge@gmail.com 
PA030014 

St. Michael Parish member 

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC 

www.hooverclothingstore.com 
754 Canton Street • Troy, PA 

Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm • 570-297-7770 

1961 Leona Road,  
Troy, PA 16947 

Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday: 7am - 3pm 
Closed on Holidays  

For information or to place an order call us at: 
Local: (570) 297-3574,  Toll Free: (800) 416-3968 

Fax: (570) 297-3562 
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com 

 

tributes of life 

Gerald W. Vickery, Jr. 
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. 

1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947 
vickeryfh.com 
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor 

Daniel Gilliland 
Funeral Director 

dgilliland@tributesoflife.com 
 

p 570-297-3030 

c 570-506-3665 

f 570-297-4093 

Pepper  Funeral  Home 
and Cremation Facility, Inc. Paul (P.D.) Pepper, Owner/Supervisor 

Services with love and compassion. 

Springbrook Drive, Rt. 14 South, Canton, PA 17724 
(570) 673-4333  ·  www.pepperfuneralhomes.com 

WITH SPRINGBROOK DRIVE CREMATORY ON-SITE 

Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
Located in Troy, PA since 1877.  

· Homeowners · Mobile Homeowners  
· Farm Owners · Rental and Seasonal Properties 
Wendy Howe, secretary          Tom Elliott, agent 

                  570-297-4779                    570-358-3940 

GMFIC 
(Since 1877) 

Barrett Law Offices 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Canton, PA 17724 
570-673-5180 
Fax:  570-673-5780 
patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

507 West Pine Street 
Athens, PA 18810 
570-888-0297 
Fax 570-888-4142 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com 

“Serving The Community With Dignity and Respect” 
MORSE & KLEESE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Areas Most Affordable Prices · Locally Owned and Family Operated  
Telephone Inquiries Welcome · Inflation Proof 

Pre-Need Planning Available · Personalized Cremation Service Available 
Kenneth H. Robertson, Supervisor/Owner 

94 N. CENTER ST.              570-673-3193                      CANTON 

In loving memory of 
John & Pauline 

and 
James Paul 
Pazzaglia 

Trinity Family Health Care 
“Serving all your health care needs – naturally!” 

Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C.  
Doctor of Chiropractic 

18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947 
570-297-0471 - 570-297-5434 (Fax) 

St. Michael Parish member 

Knights of Columbus  
Council #5517   

Looking for new members.   
Meetings are the 2nd Wednes-
day of the Month at 7:15 in St. 

Michael’s Hall. 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

 
 

1090 WEST MAIN ST.  
TROY, PA 16947-0277 
PHONE (570) 297-2192 

120 TROY ST., CANTON  
PA 17724-0146 

PHONE (570) 673-5495 

ENDLESS MOUNTAINS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER 
FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED ULTRASOUND 

116 WALNUT STREET, ATHENS, PA 18810 
26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 

13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 
209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 

FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 
(570) 721-2936   OR   CONTACT@EMPCCFREE.COM 

WWW.EMPCCFREE.COM 

Jennings  

Coal Sales 
(570) 673-4125 

Canton, PA 17724 

Bulk · Bagged · Stoves · Parts · Service 

Blacksmith Coal Available 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

http://www.christinafleury.com/
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com

