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(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy) 
Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor 

106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724 
Office phone:  (570) 673-5253    

E-mail:  office@stmichaelscanton.com    
website:  www.stmichaelscanton.com 

Summer Office Hours:  Mondays & Wednesdays 8:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Anointing of the Sick   

Through this sacrament the believer is 
strengthened by Christ’s grace through the 
anointing of Holy Oils. All who are seri-
ously ill, hospitalized, or having surgery 

can receive this sacrament. Please contact 
the parish office if you wish to receive this 

sacrament. 

Baptism   

The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated by 
appointment. All parents must attend a 

baptismal preparation meeting prior to the 
Baptism. Please call the office to schedule 

dates. 

Confessions 

 Sat:  3:15 - 3:45 pm St. Michael  
(also available by appointment) 

Matrimony 

A meeting with the parish priest should 
precede all other wedding plans.  Couples 
contemplating matrimony should contact 
the  parish office six months to a year be-

fore the celebration of the sacrament. 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Wednesday:  6:00 pm, St. Michael’s 
Church  following 5:30 pm Mass,  

Benediction at 7:00 pm 
First Friday: Adoration after 7 am Mass 

until 7 pm, St. Michael’s Church 

First Fridays 

To all elderly and homebound, if you 
would like a visit from Father Joe on First 

Friday, please contact the Parish Office 
and let us know the month before. 

C.C.D.  (2024/25) 

(Religious education classes  
held during the school year) 
Sunday - 8:15 am - 9:15 am,  

St. Michael Church hall  

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“As members of the parish community of Saint Michael, Saint 

John and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a relationship with Jesus 
Christ passed on to our Holy Father and in communion with our 
Bishop.  We joyfully proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real 
presence in the Eucharist.  We serve the Lord through acts of faith, 
hope and charity by the graces given through the Sacraments. It is 
our intention to carry out this mission so that we may be the face of 
Jesus Christ in the world.” 

Pastoral Council:  David Beahm, David Brann, Leslie Debach,  
Will Hawrylo, Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper, Sherry Vargson,  

Sarah Watson - youth representative 
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LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, August 23                                        Weekday 
Vigil:  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 pm, Canton † Lois Rook (Jeff & Beth Cole)  

Sunday, August 24      21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 am, Ralston † Pro Populo 
9:30 am, Canton † Margaret Wesneski (Jerry & Joy Brann) 

11:15 am, Troy † Joe Pierchorowicz, Jr.  
(Mr. & Mrs. David Pierchorowicz) 

Monday, August 25                                          Weekday 
7:00 am, Rectory † Carol Ann Gergel (James Gergel) 

Tuesday, August 26                                          Weekday 
5:30 pm, Troy † Steve Tapocik (Cheryl Carolonas) 

Wednesday, August 27                              Saint Monica 
5:30 pm, Canton † Ginny VanDyke (Sherry Vargson) 
6:00 pm Holy Hour 

Thursday, August 28               Saint Augustine, Bishop,  
No Mass                                          Doctor of the Church  

Friday, August 29 The Passon of Saint John the Baptist  
7:00 am, Rectory † Beatrice Jones (Reuben & Olga Rivera) 

Saturday, August 30                                        Weekday 
Vigil:  22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 pm, Canton † Colleen Labonte (Mike & Jean Herman)  

Sunday, August 31     22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 am, Ralston † Dave & Bill Mahonski (The Family) 
9:30 am, Canton † Marie O’Hara (Dot Hopkins) 

11:15 am, Troy † Pro Populo 

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church  
hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. 

The sanctuary lamps in all three churches burn 
this week for the sick, suffering, and those near 
death to receive adequate care which embraces 
their physical, psychological, and spiritual needs 
as they journey toward eternal life. 

Sanctuary lamp intentions may be  
requested by contacting the parish office.   

The cost is $10 for all three lamps for a weekend. 

A Communal Rosary is prayed at 9:30 on  
Thursday mornings in St. Michael’s Church.   

All are invited to participate. 

Saint Michael’s Parish Offerings 
August 11 - 17, 2025 

Weekly Offerings:  2,720.00 
Ascension Offerings: 387.00 
Electronic Offerings:   525.00 
Other Parish Income:            91.50 

Total Parish Income:           3,723.50 
Average weekly expenses:   4,356.13 

Difference:   (632.63) 
Care & Education of Priests: 1.00 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Saint Michael Parish Prayer List 

Barby, John & Peggy Adams, Karl Barton,  
Cassi Blaney, Joseph Blasz, Mary Blasz, Gus Branish, 

Betty Brown, Dennis Clarke, Grace Cott,  
Anthony DeMarco, Kiran Dhawan, Philip Doud,  

Dorland & Carlene Eck, Leon English, Wayne Ettinger, 
Misty Frame, Douglas Greene, Melissa Gowan,  

William Hall, Barb Hinman, Maryllis Hughes, Victoria 
Johnson, Bob Jones, Lauren Kreager, David Kule,  
Jo Kule, Judy Lepper, Bob Lutz, Joyce Maloney,  

David Martinez, Tom McBlane, Ed “Buster” Merritt, 
Delina Morgan, Charlotte Morse, Mary Nybeck, Pamela 

Porter O’Brien, John O’Brien, Leo Parchesky,  
Ramona Parker, Gary Paquette, Lori Pellegrini,  

Olivia Perrotto, Brittany Romaine, Elizabeth Ross,  
Joan Ross, Pat Rushin, Cristy Schmelzle,  
Ahmed Hassa Sharief, Anthony Shipula,  

Christine Shipula, Bev Smith, Elias Vroman,  
Calvin Watson, Steven Wilber, John Wilcox, Fran Zizza  

Contact the office to add a name to the prayer list.  
Names remain on the list for 3 months per request. 

Annual Fruit Pie Sales 
Attention all Bakers!  
It is time for our annual fruit pie 

sale!  The Pumpkin Festival will be 
held on September 27 & 28 at the 
Firemen’s Field  in Canton.  Don’t think 
you’re locked in to apple pies, people love the fun and 
unusual flavors, so let your creativity flow!  Pie tins and 
boxes are available for pickup in all three churches.  Pie 
drop-off will be on Friday, September 26th in Saint 
Michael’s Church hall 10:00 am - 6:00 pm.   

Please print the pie flavor neatly on  
the post-it note on the box.   

You can volunteer to work the 
booth on the sign–up sheet in the  
back of St. Michael’s Church, or call 
the rectory during office hours to see 
what times still need coverage.   

This fundraiser has been very helpful to the fiscal 
health of our parish and is a great way to build relation-
ships within our community.  Both of those things are 
vitally important.  Your help is needed to continue these 
traditions. 

From Father Joe’s Desk 

Interested in becoming Catholic,  
or refreshing your memory?  
The Order of Christian Initiation of 

Adults  (OCIA) is the way for non-
Catholics to enter into full communion 
with the Roman Catholic Church and for Catholics who 
have not been fully initiated to receive Holy Communion 
and/or Confirmation.  OCIA begins with the Inquiry 
Phase, which will begin in late September.  For more 
information or to register, please call Father Joe at 570-
673-5253.  
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Fill the Freezer Meat Bundle Raffle 
Tickets are $10/each 

Tickets are available after all weekend Masses,  
from any Parish Pastoral Council member, 

or at the parish office during office hours - (570) 673-5253. 

Drawing will be held during the Harvest Supper in Saint Michael Church Hall on Wednes-
day, October 22nd.  You need not be present to win. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All prizes are from Leona Meat Plant and will be frozen and ready to go! 

1961 Leona Rd, Troy, PA 16947 
Local:  (570) 297-3574 or Toll Free:  (800) 416-3968   

website:  leonameatplant.com 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/leonameats/ 

(County of Bradford Small Games of Chance License #4225) 

First Prize 

Super Deluxe Bundle 

51.25 pounds 

retail value:  $285.00 

15 lbs. Fryers (halves or quarters) 
2×1½ lb. Leona Ham Steak 
5×12 oz. Delmonico Steak 
4 lbs. Country Style Ribs 
3 lbs. Pork Steak 
1×2½ lbs. London Broil 
2×2 lbs. Boneless Sirloin 
5 lbs. Leona Hamburg Patties 
2 lbs. Cube Steak 
5 lbs. Leona Super Dogs 
2 lbs. Hot or Mild Italian Sausage 

Second Prize 

Freezer Filler 

54 pounds 

retail value:  $215.00 

5 lbs. Rib End Pork Chops 
3 lbs. Loin End Pork Chops 
6 lbs. Country Style Ribs 
6 lbs. Pork Steaks 
3x1 lbs. Breakfast Sausage 
10x1 lbs. Ground Chuck 
3 x 2 lbs. Chuck Steaks 
10 lbs. Chicken Leg Qtrs. 
5x1 lbs. Hot Dogs 

 

Third Prize 

Economy Bundle 

21 pounds 

retail value:  $85.00 

6 lbs. Ground Beef 
2×1 lbs. Hot Dogs 
3 lbs. Loin End Pork Chops 
2 lbs. Pork Country Ribs 
3 lbs. Chuck Steaks 
5 lbs. Chicken Leg Quarters 
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Knights of Columbus 
Pennsylvanians for Human Life 

Annual Pro Life Picnic, Thursday, August 28 at 6 
PM, starting at 6:00 PM.  This is the meeting where we 
elect officers for the next year and summarize our activi-
ties for this year and next year.  We will discuss the hot 
issues concerning the protection of human life from con-
ception to a natural death.  Even if you have never at-
tended, you are cordially invited to join us.  The picnic 
will be at the home of Michael and Lou Ann Kilmer in 
Wyalusing Borough, PA.  From the center of the village 
turn left on Gaylord St, go to the end of the street, turn 
left into our driveway, marked with a sign, Indian Mead-
ows.  The house is brown and cream with a small barn at 
the end of the long driveway.  Meat and beverage will be 
provided.  Bring a dish to pass if you are able.  This is 
always a fun event so plan on joining us! 

 Rally for Life in Towanda on Sunday, September 
14th, We gather at the Bradford County Court House for 
a few remarks and a prayer at 2:00 PM Sunday, Sept 
14th.  Those that are able will walk down Main St to the 
bridge and back.  We will then drive or walk to Saints 
Peter and Paul Church on Third St, Towanda for a non-
denominational worship service and a talk by State Rep-
resentative Clint Owlett, followed by a social with light 
refreshments in the Church lower level. (Grotto Hall).  

 Bus to PA March for Life on Monday, September 
22.  We are promoting a bus (maybe two) to the PA 
March for Life.  The bus will stop at several locations in 
the county leaving early in the morning and returning in 
the evening on Monday, September 22.  To reserve a 
seat on the bus, please call or text Frank Socha at 570-
772-6524.  The cost is free due to generous donations 
from the Knights of Columbus and Congressman Dan 
Meuser.   

Life Chain, a peaceful prayer demonstration, Sun-
day, October 5th at 8 locations around the area.  More 
information to follow. 

Hopegate (Endless Mountains Pregnancy Care Cen-
ter will hold their annual banquets on Sept 20th at the 
Troy Sale Barn at 6PM and Sept 27 at the Sayre Elks 
Club,, 6 PM.  They always have a great speaker and a 
great meal.  Your attendance and donations support the 
great work they do. 

Pilgrimage to Italy with Audience with Pope Leo 
The Knights of Columbus of the Northeast Region 

(Scranton and Allentown Diocese) have put together A 
Summer Pilgrimage to Italy for June 21—July 2, 2026. 

The Pilgrimage includes 2 nights in Padua, Assisi, Flor-
ence and 4 nights in Rome with a day trip to Venice.  On 
June 30th there will be a Papal Audience with Pope Leo in 
St. Peter’s Square. 

The Pilgrimage is a great opportunity to bring pilgrims 
face to face with great saints, martyrs, miracles and cultural 
heritage of Roman Catholicism and to have a papal audi-
ence. 

Additional information can be found at 
www.prorometours.com/knightsofcolumbuspa or call 434-
953-1112. 



 5 

442s 

This week on                  , week of August 24, 2025 

The Confessions of St. Augustine | Littlest Saints  
A child, a sinner, a saint.  Join 

us as we share the story of St. Au-
gustine, tailored to our children, 
as he wrestles with God and 
comes to the faith.  

Feast of Saint Monica | Catholic Saints  
Throughout her life, St. Mon-

ica constantly prayed for the con-
version of Augustine, her beloved 
son.  In a moment of desperation, 
she even asked for the bishop's 
help.  In response, he said, "the son of those tears surely 
will not perish."  Truly, as this bishop remarked, Mon-
ica's tearful prayers helped build her son into the Doctor 
of Grace.  In this video, join Dr. Gray and Dr. Sehorn as 
they discuss this great Saint.  

The Confessions of Saint Augustine  
Actor Leonardo Defilippis cap-

tures the poetry and passion of Saint 
Augustine of Hippo (AD 354-430) in 
a performance that is accessible and 
deeply moving.  The play is astonish-
ingly relevant for our own times.  Au-
gustine struggled with promiscuity, 
fathered a child out-of-wedlock and dabbled in a “new 
age” style cult.  Be inspired by his relentless pursuit of 
Truth and encouraged by the prayerful perseverance of 
his faithful mother, Saint Monica. 

Set up your free account by visiting formed.org/signup.   
Use zip code 17724 to find our parish.   

You can download the FORMED App to enjoy 
FORMED wherever you have internet access. 

Pope Leo XIV August Prayer Intention 

For mutual coexistence  

Let us pray that societies where coexistence 
seems more difficult might not succumb to 
the temptation of confrontation for ethnic, 
political, religious, or ideological reasons.  

August 25 - 31, 2025 Readings 
Mon:  1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10  Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b   

Mt 23:13-22  
Tues:  1 Thes 2:1-8  Ps 139:1-3, 4-6  Mt 23:23-26 
Wed:  1 Thes 2:9-13  Ps 139:7-12b  Mt 23:27-32  
Thurs:  1 Thes 3:7-13  Ps 90:3-5a, 12-14, 17   

Mt 24:42-51 
Fri:  1 Thes 4:1-8  Ps 97:1, 2b, 5-6, 10-12  Mk 6:17-29 
Sat:  1 Thes 4:9-11  Ps 98:1, 7-9  Mt 25:14-30 
Sun:  Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29  Ps 68:4-7, 10-11   

Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a  Lk 14:1, 7-14 

News from the Knights 

 “Stuff the Bus” Underway!! 

Our “Stuff the Bus” drive continues 
through the month of August.  We are collecting school 
supplies for less fortunate students.  Collection bins are 
in Saint Michael’s and Saint Aloysius Churches.  

In addition to school supplies, this year we are ask-
ing for donations of sweatpants or track pants for chil-
dren aged kindergarten through 4th grade.  There are a 
variety of reasons why a change of clothing may be 
needed for these ages. 

2025-2026 Religious Education Program 

Teachers and Substitutes Needed!  Anyone inter-
ested in faith formation ministry, please contact Sarah 
Watson at dre@stmichaelscanton.com or 570-447-8799.   

CCD registration is open through September 7th.  
Register here:  https://stmichaelscanton.com/news/2025-
2026-religious-education/ or by using the hard copies by 
the bulletins.  Keep an eye on the bulletin for a Parents’ 
Meeting to be scheduled in September.  

Two consecutive years of religious education are 
needed for Sacramental Preparation.  Children entering 
1st & 7th grade should be enrolled in CCD to be eligible 
for First Holy Communion and Confirmation in 2nd & 
8th grades, respectively.  

The Annual Catechetical Sunday Bake Sale 
will be held at all weekend Masses on 
September 20th & 21st.  All proceeds 
go toward CCD materials. 
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Knights of  
Columbus  

Council #5517   
Meetings 

are the second 
Wednesday of the Month at 
7:15 pm in Saint Michael’s 
Hall.  New mem-
bers are always 
welcome.  Join 
online here: 

Saint Michael’s 
Cemetery Association 

Call or email for information 
Jim Ross, Chairperson 

(570) 651-0489 
huckleberrycow@yahoo.com 

FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED ULTRASOUND 

116 WALNUT STREET, ATHENS, PA 18810 
26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 
13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 
209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 

FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 

(570) 721-2936 OR DIRECTOR@HOPEGATECENTERS.COM 

WWW.HOPEGATECENTERS.COM 

242 Main Street 

Blossburg, PA 16912 

570-781-7050 
Sunday-Thursday - 7:30am - 8:00pm 

Friday and Saturday - 7:30am - 9:00pm 

  Midway truck stop 
       Owner:  The Lees 

PHONE 570-673-4328 
State route 14 
Roaring Branch Pa 

 Monday-Friday:  11 am - 8 pm 
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm 

Closed Sunday 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

517 Main Street, Towanda 
570.265.6000 

Wills, Powers of Attorney,  
Estates, Family Matters, 
Preservation of Assets in  

Nursing Home Crisis 
Respecting the dignity and  

lifetime of experiences  
of every client 

St. Agnes School 
102 Third St.,  

Towanda, PA 18848 
(570) 265-6803 

www.stagneselem.com 
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6 

Middle States Accredited 

In loving memory of  

Carol Ann  
Gergel 

Saint Jude, 

Pray for  us. 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

Saint 
Michael’s  

Altar & Ro-
sary  

Society  
St. Michael’s 
Altar & Rosary 
Society is open 

to all women of  
the parish.  We meet on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
in Saint Michael’s church hall 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4423 Leona Road 
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914 

Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711 
Email: 

hawthornridge@gmail.com 
PA030014 

St. Michael Parish member 

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC 

www.hooverclothingstore.com 
754 Canton Street • Troy, PA 

Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm • 570-297-7770 

1961 Leona Road,  
Troy, PA 16947 

Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday: 7am - 3pm 
Closed on Holidays  

For information or to place an order call us at: 
Local: (570) 297-3574,  Toll Free: (800) 416-3968 

Fax: (570) 297-3562 
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com 

 

tributes of life 

Gerald W. Vickery, Jr. 
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. 

1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947 
vickeryfh.com 
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor 

Daniel Gilliland 
Funeral Director 

dgilliland@tributesoflife.com 
 

p 570-297-3030 

c 570-506-3665 

f 570-297-4093 

Pepper  Funeral  Home 
and Cremation Facility, Inc. Paul (P.D.) Pepper, Owner/Supervisor 

Services with love and compassion. 

Springbrook Drive, Rt. 14 South, Canton, PA 17724 
(570) 673-4333  ·  www.pepperfuneralhomes.com 

WITH SPRINGBROOK DRIVE CREMATORY ON-SITE 

Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
Located in Troy, PA since 1877.  

· Homeowners · Mobile Homeowners  
· Farm Owners · Rental and Seasonal Properties 
Wendy Howe, secretary          Tom Elliott, agent 

                  570-297-4779                    570-358-3940 

GMFIC 
(Since 1877) 

Barrett Law Offices 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Canton, PA 17724 
570-673-5180 
Fax:  570-673-5780 
patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

507 West Pine Street 
Athens, PA 18810 
570-888-0297 
Fax 570-888-4142 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com 

“Serving The Community With Dignity and Respect” 
MORSE & KLEESE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Areas Most Affordable Prices · Locally Owned and Family Operated  
Telephone Inquiries Welcome · Inflation Proof 

Pre-Need Planning Available · Personalized Cremation Service Available 
Kenneth H. Robertson, Supervisor/Owner 

94 N. CENTER ST.              570-673-3193                      CANTON 

In loving memory of 
John & Pauline 

and 
James Paul 
Pazzaglia 

Trinity Family Health Care 
“Serving all your health care needs – naturally!” 

Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C.  
Doctor of Chiropractic 

18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947 
570-297-0471 - 570-297-5434 (Fax) 

St. Michael Parish member 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

 
 

1090 WEST MAIN ST.  
TROY, PA 16947-0277 
PHONE (570) 297-2192 

120 TROY ST., CANTON  
PA 17724-0146 

PHONE (570) 673-5495 

Jennings  

Coal Sales 
(570) 673-4125 

Canton, PA 17724 

Bulk · Bagged · Stoves · Parts · Service 

Blacksmith Coal Available 
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