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(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy) 
Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor 

106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724 
Office phone:  (570) 673-5253    

E-mail:  office@stmichaelscanton.com    
website:  www.stmichaelscanton.com 

Summer Office Hours:  Mondays & Wednesdays 8:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Anointing of the Sick  
All who are seriously ill, hospitalized, 

or having surgery can receive this 
sacrament.  Contact the parish office 

to request this sacrament. 

Baptism 
All parents must attend a baptismal 

preparation meeting prior to the  
Baptism.   

Call the office to schedule dates. 

Confessions 
Sat: 3:15-3:45 pm, St Michael     

(also available by appointment) 

Matrimony 
A meeting with the parish priest 
should precede all other wedding 

plans.  Couples contemplating      
matrimony should contact the parish 
office six months to a year before the 

celebration of the sacrament. 

Eucharistic Adoration  
St. Michael’s Church:  6 - 7 pm Mass 

on Wednesdays and First Fridays  
after 7 am Mass until 7 pm. 

 

 

First Fridays 
To all elderly and homebound, if you 
would like a visit from Father Joe on 
First Friday, please contact the Parish 

Office and let us know the month  
before. 

C.C.D.  (2023/24)  
Religious Education held on  

Sundays from September until May 
8:15 –9:15 am, St. Michael’s hall 

Pastoral Council:  David Beahm, David Brann, Leslie Debach, Will Hawrylo, Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper,  
Sherry Vargson, Sarah Watson - youth representative 

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“As members of the parish community of Saint Michael, Saint John and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ passed on to our Holy Father and in communion with our Bishop.  We joyfully proclaim 
the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real presence in the Eucharist.  We serve the Lord through acts of faith, hope and 
charity by the graces given through the Sacraments. It is our intention to carry out this mission so that we may be the 
face of Jesus Christ in the world.” 

Pastoral Council:  David Beahm, David Brann, Leslie Debach,  
Will Hawrylo, Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper, Sherry Vargson,  

Sarah Watson - youth representative 
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LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, September 6                                    Weekday 
Vigil:  23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 pm, Canton † Jefferey Wynne (His Family)  

Sunday, September 7 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 am, Ralston † Pro Populo 
9:30 am, Canton † Mark Kingsley  

(George & Theresa Kingsley) 

11:15 am, Troy † Rita Martinez  
(Mr. & Mrs. David Pierchorowicz) 

Monday, Sept 8      Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
7:00 am, Rectory † Beatrice Jones (Reuben & Olga Rivera) 

Tuesday, September 9            Saint Peter Claver, Priest 
5:30 pm, Troy † Maureen Yanak (Barbara Wywiorski) 

Wednesday, September 10                              Weekday  
5:30 pm, Canton † Deceased members of Knights of  

Columbus Council #5517 (K of C Council #5517)  
6:00 pm Rosary  

Thursday, September 11                                 Weekday  
No Mass                                           

Friday, September 12                                      Weekday  
7:00 am, Rectory † Myrtle Morgan  

(Saint Michael’s Altar & Rosary Society) 

Saturday, September 13           Saint John Chrysostom,  
Bishop, Doctor of the Church 

Vigil:  The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
4:00 pm, Canton † Kathy Harrington  

(Saint Michael’s Altar & Rosary Soc)  

Sunday, Sept 14  The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
8:00 am, Ralston † Kathryn & Fred Fredo (The Family) 
9:30 am, Canton † Christine Vroman (Jeff & Beth Cole) 

11:15 am, Troy † Pro Populo 

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church  
hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. 

The sanctuary lamps in all three churches 
burn this week for those who struggle to find 
meaning in their lives to find reassurance in 
Christ through the loving support of friends and 
family. 

Sanctuary lamp intentions may be  
requested by contacting the parish office.   

The cost is $10 for all three lamps for a weekend. 

Saint Michael’s Parish Offerings 
August 25 - September 3, 2025 

Weekly Offerings:  2,271.00 
Electronic Offerings:   1,430.00 
Other Parish Income:            14.00 

Total Parish Income:           3,715.00 
Average weekly expenses:   4,356.13 

Difference:   (641.13) 

Care & Education of Priests 3.00 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Saint Michael Parish Prayer List 

Barby, John & Peggy Adams, Karl Barton,  
Cassi Blaney, Joseph Blasz, Mary Blasz, Gus Branish, 
Jerry Brann, Betty Brown, Dennis Clarke, Grace Cott,  

Anthony DeMarco, Kiran Dhawan, Philip Doud,  
Dorland & Carlene Eck, Leon English, Wayne Ettinger, 

Misty Frame, Douglas Greene, Melissa Gowan,  
William Hall, Barb Hinman, Maryllis Hughes, Victoria 

Johnson, Bob Jones, Lauren Kreager, David Kule,  
Jo Kule, Judy Lepper, Bob Lutz, Joyce Maloney,  

David Martinez, Tom McBlane, Ed “Buster” Merritt, 
Delina Morgan, Charlotte Morse, Mary Nybeck, Pamela 

Porter O’Brien, John O’Brien, Leo Parchesky,  
Ramona Parker, Gary Paquette, Lori Pellegrini,  

Olivia Perrotto, Brittany Romaine, Elizabeth Ross,  
Joan Ross, Pat Rushin, Cristy Schmelzle,  
Ahmed Hassa Sharief, Anthony Shipula,  

Christine Shipula, Bev Smith, Elias Vroman,  
Calvin Watson, Steven Wilber, John Wilcox, Fran Zizza  

Contact the office to add a name to the prayer list.  
Names remain on the list for 3 months per request. 

Annual Fruit Pie Sales 
Attention all Bakers!  

It is time for our annual fruit pie 
sale!  The Pumpkin Festival will be 
held on September 27 & 28 at the Fire-
men’s Field  in Canton.  People love fun 
and unusual flavors, so let your creativity flow!  (One 
note - we don’t have refrigeration at our booth.)  Pie 
tins and boxes are available for pickup in all three 
churches.  Pie drop-off will be on Friday, September 
26th in Saint Michael’s Church hall 10:00 am - 6:00 pm.   
Print the pie flavor neatly on the post-it note on the box.   

You can volunteer to work the 
booth on the sign–up sheet in the  
back of St. Michael’s Church, or call 
the rectory during office hours to see 
what times still need coverage.   

This fundraiser has been very helpful to the fiscal 
health of our parish and is a great way to build relation-
ships within our community.  Both of those things are 
vitally important.  Your help is needed to continue these 
traditions. 
You are invited to bake pies in Saint Michael’s kitchen 

on Friday, September 26th, any time between noon 
and 5:00 pm.   Hope to see you there!   

From Father Joe’s Desk 

Interested in becoming Catholic,  
or refreshing your memory?  
The Order of Christian Initiation of 

Adults  (OCIA) is the way for non-
Catholics to enter into full communion with the Roman 
Catholic Church and for Catholics who have not been 
fully initiated to receive Holy Communion and/or Con-
firmation.  OCIA begins with the Inquiry Phase, which 
will begin in late September.  For more information or to 
register, please call Father Joe at 570-673-5253.  
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Pope Leo XIV has expressed deep concern for the 
ongoing humanitarian crisis in Gaza, calling on the 
global Catholic community to respond with mercy and 
solidarity. 

Parishes in the Diocese of Scranton are holding a 
special collection to support Catholic Relief Services 
(CRS) and the Catholic Near East Welfare Association 
(CNEWA), which are providing vital emergency aid, 
medical care, and relief to those suffering in the region. 

Despite staggering challenges, Catholic Relief Ser-
vices and its partners have reached 1.7 million people in 
Gaza since 2023 with food, shelter, water, sanitation, 
and hygiene support.   

There are no envelopes for this offering.  To have 
your donation recorded for tax purposes, make sure that 
your name and/or family number are included with your 
offering.  These funds will be forwarded to the diocese 
on Monday, September 8th.   

Please be generous! 

Save the NEW Date! 
Due to unforeseen circumstances, The Endless 

Mountains Choral Society Choral Anthems Concert 
in Saint Michael’s Church has been moved to Sunday, 
October 5th at 4:00 pm.  A light reception will be held 
in the hall following the concert.   

Pilgrimage to Italy with Audience with Pope Leo 
The Knights of Columbus of the Northeast Region 

(Scranton and Allentown Diocese) have put together A 
Summer Pilgrimage to Italy for June 21—July 2, 2026. 

The Pilgrimage includes 2 nights in Padua, Assisi, Flor-
ence and 4 nights in Rome with a day trip to Venice.  On 
June 30th there will be a Papal Audience with Pope Leo in 
St. Peter’s Square. 

The Pilgrimage is a great opportunity to bring pilgrims 
face to face with great saints, martyrs, miracles and cultural 
heritage of Roman Catholicism and to have a papal audi-
ence. 

Additional information can be found at 
www.prorometours.com/knightsofcolumbuspa or call 434-
953-1112. 

Fill the Freezer Meat Bundle Raffle 
Tickets are $10/each 

Tickets are available after all  
weekend Masses, from any  

Parish Pastoral Council member, 
or at the parish office during office 

hours - (570) 673-5253. 

Drawing will be held during the  
Harvest Supper in Saint Michael Church Hall  

on Wednesday, October 22nd.   

You need not be present to win. 

Details about the prizes can be found on the  
parish website here:  https://stmichaelscanton.com/

news/fill-the-freezer-raffle/ 

Your help is needed to sell   
all 500 tickets!   

Tickets can be signed out to sell to family, friends and 
co-workers.  Tickets can also be purchased on behalf of 
The Canton Food Pantry and/or the Troy Food Pantry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All prizes are from Leona Meat Plant  
and will be frozen and ready to go! 
1961 Leona Rd, Troy, PA 16947 

Local:  (570) 297-3574     Toll Free:  (800) 416-3968   
website:  leonameatplant.com 
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Pennsylvanians for Human Life 
 Rally for Life in Towanda on Sunday, Sept. 14th, 

2 pm.  We gather at the Bradford Co. Court House for a 
few remarks and a prayer.  Those that are able will walk 
Main St. to the bridge and back.  We will then move to 
Ss. Peter & Paul Church for a nondenominational wor-
ship service and a talk by State Rep. Clint Owlett, fol-
lowed by a social with light refreshments in the Church 
hall.  

 Bus to PA March for Life on Monday, Sept. 
22.  The bus will stop at several locations in Bradford 
County early in the morning and in the evening on Mon-
day, Sept 22.  To reserve a seat, please call or text Frank 
Socha at 570-772-6524.  The cost to ride is free due to 
generous donations from the Knights of Columbus, Con-
gressman Dan Meuser, Stevensville Presbyterian, Brad-
ford County Pennsylvanians for Human Life and oth-
ers.    

Life Chain, a peaceful prayer demonstration, Sun-
day, October 5th at 8 locations around the area.  More 
information to follow. 

Hopegate (Endless Mountains Pregnancy Care Cen-
ter) annual banquets.  6 pm on Sept 20th at the Troy Sale 
Barn and Sept 27 at the Sayre Elks Club.  They always 
have a great speaker and a great meal.  Your attendance 
and donations support the great work they do. 

Marian Day of Reflection 
Enkindle Hope:   

The Flame from Mary’s Heart to Yours 
Sponsored by Marian Ministries 

Holy Child Church 
Saturday, October 11, 10:30 am - 4:00 pm 

Cost: $25/person; $40/couple 

In honor of Our Blessed Mother and this Jubilee 
Year of Hope, everyone is invited to this special event, 
which will include two presentations by Jill Metz, lunch, 
Adoration, Confession, Benediction, and 4:00 pm Mass. 

To register*:  Mail registration fees to: 
St. Peter’s Church 
47 Central Avenue 

Wellsboro, PA 16901 
or, drop them in the collection basket at St. Peter’s or 
Holy Child parish.  Make checks payable to “St. Peter’s 
Church.”  Deadline for Registration: September 25th. 
* Please include an email address and phone number 
with your registration.   

About Our Speaker, Jill Metz 
Jill Metz is a Catholic convert, sacred artist, and the 

U.S. National Director of the Flame of Love of the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Movement.  She lives in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, with her husband, Ken of 26 years.  To-
gether, they have two young adult children and have joy-
fully served the Church in youth ministry, RCIA, pro-
life work, Eucharistic ministry, diocesan fundraising, 
and as members of the Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulcher of Jerusalem.   

Jill brings contagious joy and un-
wavering passion to her mission, liv-
ing a life dedicated to helping hearts 
encounter the love of Jesus through 
Mary and spreading the fire of her 
Flame of Love across the nation. 

Congratulations to Father Joe Kutch, who celebrat-
ed his 37th anniversary of ordination on Wednesday, 

September 3rd! 

Our anonymous sponsor is, as always, eager to pay 
the registration fee for any Saint Michael parishioner 
wishing to attend the Be A Catholic Man Confer-
ence.  Contact the parish office to take advantage of this 
offer.  Those who have attended previously have en-
joyed the conference. 

Statement of Bishop Bambera on  
Minneapolis Catholic School Shooting  

In response to the deadly shooting at a Catholic 
School in Minneapolis on Aug. 27, 2025, the Most Rev. 
Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, released the 
following statement: 

“I was heartbroken and horrified to hear about the 
tragic shooting that took place Wednesday morning dur-
ing Mass at Annunciation Church in Minneapolis.  I ask 
all people of faith to pray for those who are suffering 
and for the healing of this deeply wounded community. 

“The fact that such a violent act could happen in the 
middle of Mass is almost unimaginable.  It is so pro-
foundly distressing to know that such violence could 
erupt in a place meant for prayer and peace. 

“As we pray for the victims, their families, the parish 
community, the first responders, and everyone now car-
rying the weight of sorrow and fear – we ask our 
Blessed Mother Mary – whose Annunciation gave hope 
to the world – to intercede for all of those whose lives 
have been impacted by this horrible tragedy.” 
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2025-2026 Religious Education Program 
A Catechists’ Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 

September 9 at 7 pm in St. John’s Hall for all catechists 
and home-schooling parents.  Catechists and home-
schooling parents will be commissioned during Sunday 
Masses on September 20 & 21, Catechetical Sunday. 

A Parents’ Meeting will be held on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 16 at 7 pm in St. Michael’s Hall.  This is a very 
important meeting for the parents and guardians of all 
students in our Religious Education program - whether 
in the Sunday classes or homeschooling. 
Classes start on Sunday, September 28th, 8:15-9:15 am.  

Pre-K through 7th grade classes will be held in  
Saint Michael’s Church hall.  The Confirmation Class 

will meet in the rectory chapel. 
The much anticipated and oh-so-delicious Annual 

Catechetical Sunday  
Bake Sale will be held after 
all weekend Masses on Sep-
tember 20th & 21st.  All 
proceeds go toward CCD 
materials. 

444s 

Pope Leo XIV  

September Prayer Intention 

For our relationship with all of crea-
tion:  Let us pray that, inspired by Saint 
Francis, we might experience our interde-
pendence with all creatures who are loved 
by God and worthy of love and respect.  

September 1 - 7, 2025 Readings 

Mon:  1 Thes 4:13-18  Ps 96:1, 3-5, 11-13  Lk 4:16-30 

Tues:  1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11  Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14  Lk 4:31-37 

Wed:  Col 1:1-8  Ps 52:10-11  Lk 4:38-44  

Thurs:  Col 1:9-14  Ps 98:2-6  Lk 5:1-11  

Fri:  Col 1:15-20  Ps 100:1b-5  Lk 5:33-39 

Sat:  Col 1:21-23  Ps 54:3-4, 6, 8  Lk 6:1-5 

Sun:  Wis 9:13-18b  Ps 90:3-6, 12-17  Phlm 9-10, 12-17  
Lk 14:25-33 This week on                  , week of September 7, 2025 

The Boy from Milan  

You may have heard of him, 
the sneaker-wearing, computer-
loving "gamer saint" of our time.  
But beyond the headlines and 
hashtags, the real story of Carlo is 
something deeper, something the world desperately 
needs to hear. Known for his deep love of God, devotion 
to the Eucharist, and quiet acts of charity, Carlo’s life 
was a testament to everyday holiness.  

St. John Chrysostom | Catholic Saints  

From Antioch, the political 
center of the fifth-century world, 
arose a golden-tongued preacher 
and bishop:  St. John Chrysostom.  
Listen to Dr. Carl Vennerstrom 
and Mary McGeehan discuss the life and preaching of 
this great doctor of the Church who gave us countless 
powerful prayers and homilies.  

Carlo Acutis: God's Influencer 

 "Carlo Acutis: God’s Influ-
encer" is a beautifully animated 
film that brings to life the inspir-
ing story of Carlo Acutis, a mod-
ern teenager who used his passion 
for technology to share the Catholic faith with the world. 

Set up your free account by visiting formed.org/signup.   
Use zip code 17724 to find our parish.   

You can download the FORMED App to enjoy 
FORMED wherever you have internet access. 
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Knights of  
Columbus  

Council #5517   
Meetings 

are the second 
Wednesday of the Month at 
7:15 pm in Saint Michael’s 
Hall.  New mem-
bers are always 
welcome.  Join 
online here: 

Saint Michael’s 
Cemetery Association 

Call or email for information 
Jim Ross, Chairperson 

(570) 651-0489 
huckleberrycow@yahoo.com 

FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER – LIMITED ULTRASOUND 

116 WALNUT STREET, ATHENS, PA 18810 
26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724 
13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848 
209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840 

FREE PREGNANCY TESTS 

(570) 721-2936 OR DIRECTOR@HOPEGATECENTERS.COM 

WWW.HOPEGATECENTERS.COM 

242 Main Street 

Blossburg, PA 16912 

570-781-7050 
Sunday-Thursday - 7:30am - 8:00pm 

Friday and Saturday - 7:30am - 9:00pm 

  Midway truck stop 
       Owner:  The Lees 

PHONE 570-673-4328 
State route 14 
Roaring Branch Pa 

 Monday-Friday:  11 am - 8 pm 
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm 

Closed Sunday 

www.ChristinaFleury.com 

517 Main Street, Towanda 
570.265.6000 

Wills, Powers of Attorney,  
Estates, Family Matters, 
Preservation of Assets in  

Nursing Home Crisis 
Respecting the dignity and  

lifetime of experiences  
of every client 

St. Agnes School 
102 Third St.,  

Towanda, PA 18848 
(570) 265-6803 

www.stagneselem.com 
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6 

Middle States Accredited 

In loving memory of  

Carol Ann  
Gergel 

Saint Jude, 

Pray for  us. 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

Saint 
Michael’s  

Altar & Ro-
sary  

Society  
St. Michael’s 
Altar & Rosary 
Society is open 

to all women of  
the parish.  We meet on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
in Saint Michael’s church hall 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4423 Leona Road 
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914 

Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711 
Email: 

hawthornridge@gmail.com 
PA030014 

St. Michael Parish member 

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC 

www.hooverclothingstore.com 
754 Canton Street • Troy, PA 

Monday-Saturday • 8am-5pm • 570-297-7770 

1961 Leona Road,  
Troy, PA 16947 

Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm 

Saturday: 7am - 3pm 
Closed on Holidays  

For information or to place an order call us at: 
Local: (570) 297-3574,  Toll Free: (800) 416-3968 

Fax: (570) 297-3562 
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com 

 

tributes of life 

Gerald W. Vickery, Jr. 
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. 

1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947 
vickeryfh.com 
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor 

Daniel Gilliland 
Funeral Director 

dgilliland@tributesoflife.com 
 

p 570-297-3030 

c 570-506-3665 

f 570-297-4093 

Pepper  Funeral  Home 
and Cremation Facility, Inc. Paul (P.D.) Pepper, Owner/Supervisor 

Services with love and compassion. 

Springbrook Drive, Rt. 14 South, Canton, PA 17724 
(570) 673-4333  ·  www.pepperfuneralhomes.com 

WITH SPRINGBROOK DRIVE CREMATORY ON-SITE 

Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
Located in Troy, PA since 1877.  

· Homeowners · Mobile Homeowners  
· Farm Owners · Rental and Seasonal Properties 
Wendy Howe, secretary          Tom Elliott, agent 

                  570-297-4779                    570-358-3940 

GMFIC 
(Since 1877) 

Barrett Law Offices 
Patrick J. Barrett, III 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157 
Canton, PA 17724 
570-673-5180 
Fax:  570-673-5780 
patbar.law@frontiernet.net 

507 West Pine Street 
Athens, PA 18810 
570-888-0297 
Fax 570-888-4142 
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com 

“Serving The Community With Dignity and Respect” 
MORSE & KLEESE FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Areas Most Affordable Prices · Locally Owned and Family Operated  
Telephone Inquiries Welcome · Inflation Proof 

Pre-Need Planning Available · Personalized Cremation Service Available 
Kenneth H. Robertson, Supervisor/Owner 

94 N. CENTER ST.              570-673-3193                      CANTON 

In loving memory of 
John & Pauline 

and 
James Paul 
Pazzaglia 

Trinity Family Health Care 
“Serving all your health care needs – naturally!” 

Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C.  
Doctor of Chiropractic 

18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947 
570-297-0471 - 570-297-5434 (Fax) 

St. Michael Parish member 

The Golden Oak Inn 
Bed and Breakfast 

477 Canton Street 

Troy, PA 16947 

570-297-4315 

www.TheGoldenOakInn.com 

 
 

1090 WEST MAIN ST.  
TROY, PA 16947-0277 
PHONE (570) 297-2192 

120 TROY ST., CANTON  
PA 17724-0146 

PHONE (570) 673-5495 

Jennings  

Coal Sales 
(570) 673-4125 

Canton, PA 17724 

Bulk · Bagged · Stoves · Parts · Service 

Blacksmith Coal Available 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

http://www.christinafleury.com/
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com

