FEBRUARY 22, 2026

Anointing of the Sick

Through this sacrament the believer is
strengthened by Christ’s grace through
the anointing of Holy Oils. All who are
seriously ill, hospitalized, or having sur-
gery can receive this sacrament. Please
contact the parish office if you wish to
receive this sacrament.

Baptism
The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated
by appointment. All parents must attend a
baptismal preparation meeting prior to the
Baptism. Please call the office to schedule
dates.

Confessions

Sat: 3:15 - 3:45 pm St. Michael
(also available by appointment)

Matrimony
A meeting with the parish priest should
precede all other wedding plans. Couples
contemplating matrimony should contact
the parish office six months to a year be-
fore the celebration of the sacrament.

Eucharistic Adoration

Wednesday: 6:00 pm, St. Michael’s
Church following 5:30 pm Mass,
Benediction at 7:00 pm
First Friday: Adoration after 7 am Mass
until 7 pm, St. Michael’s Church

First Fridays
To all elderly and homebound, if you
would like a visit from Father Joe on First
Friday, please contact the Parish Office
and let us know the month before.

C.C.D. (2024/25)

(Religious education classes

held during the school year)

Sunday - 8:15 am - 9:15 am,
St. Michael Church hall

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

ST. MICHAEL

CATHOLIC PARISH

(covering worship sites in Ralston, Canton & Troy)
Reverend Joseph P. Kutch, MA, Pastor
106 N. Washington Street, Canton, PA 17724

Office phone: (570) 673-5253 E-mail: office@stmichaelscanton.com

website: www.stmichaelscanton.com
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 8 am - 3:30 pm, Thursday 8 am - 1 pm

Matthew 4:1-11

The Lord, your Go- ‘
shall you worship

Pastoral Council: David Brann, Leslie Debach, Ray Harrington

Will Hawrylo, Jean Herman, Ralph Lepper, Sherry Vargson,
Sarah Watson - youth representative

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

“As members of the parish community of Saint Michael, Saint
John and Saint Aloysius, we are rooted in a relationship with Jesus
Christ passed on to our Holy Father and in communion with our Bish-
op. We joyfully proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and his real pres-
ence in the Eucharist. We serve the Lord through acts of faith, hope
and charity by the graces given through the Sacraments. It is our inten-
tion to carry out this mission so that we may be the face of Jesus Christ
in the world.”




LITURGY SCHEDULE

Saturday, February 21 Saturday after Ash Wednesday
VIGIL: 1ST SUNDAY OF LENT
4:00 pm, Canton T Jerome Wynne (Sherry Vargson)

Sunday, February 22 1ST SUNDAY OF LENT
8:00 am, Ralston  Pro Populo
9:30 am, Canton § Gerald Brann (Leslie & Chick Debach)

11:15 am, Troy t Patricia Mack
(The Bradford & Hamburger Families)

Monday, February 23 Lenten Weekday
7:00 am, Rectory T Carol Ann Gergel (James Gergel)
5:30 pm, Canton, the Light is ON for You

Tuesday, February 24 Lenten Weekday
5:30 pm, Troy T Carol Toomey (Dorothy Pavslasky)
6:00 pm, Stations of the Cross

FroM FATHER JOE’S DESK |

INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC, mﬂm
OR REFRESHING YOUR MEMORY? O CI A

We are now in the catechumenate
phase, the period of formal preparation =
for entrance into full membership in the vvw
Catholic Church. The next session is at 7 pm on Monday,
February 23, 2026 in the rectory.

The Rite of Election and the Call to Continuing Con-
version will be held on Sunday, February 22, 2026 at 2:30
p.m. at the Cathedral of Saint Peter, located at 315 Wyo-
ming Avenue, Scranton.

Candidates:
Ashley DeCristo, Nicole DeCristo, Sandra Jackson

Catechumens
Megan Regan, Max Colton, Mark Huffsmith

Wednesday, February 25 Lenten Weekday
5:30 pm, Canton T Deceased members of the Altar &

Rosary Society (St. Michael’s A&R)
6:00 pm, Stations of the Cross

Thursday, February 26 Lenten Weekday
No Mass
Friday, February 27 Lenten Weekday

7:00 am, Rectory  David Rinebold (St. Michael’s A&R)

Saturday, February 28 Lenten Weekday
VIGIL: 2ND SUNDAY OF LENT
4:00 pm, Canton 1 Gerald Brann (Jane & Erik Polcrack)

Sunday, March 1
8:00 am, Ralston 1 Pro Populo

9:30 am, Canton T Jerome Wynne
(The Honorable & Mrs. Matthew Brann & Family)
11:15 am, Troy T Rich Carlonas (Cheryl Carlonas)

2ND SUNDAY OF LENT

Fellowship is held in St. Michael’s Church ‘
hall following the 9:30 am Mass each Sunday. (,

Lent Is...

Lent is a time of preparing,

A time for forgiveness and a time for sharing;

A time to give to others and show some caring,

Lent is a direction with just the right bearing.

A forty day period of penitence and fasting,

That should remain in our hearts for a time everlasting.

Although it’s observed from Ash Wednesday to Easter
by many churches,

It should affect everyone’s life, for we’re all searchers;

Looking for a purpose in life, a new direction;

And Lent is a way filled with affection,

For it paved the way for Christ’s resurrection.

Lent is a time for feeling sorrow for our misdeeds.

It provides us with a way of fulfilling our needs;

The need to abstain from what is wrong,

And follow in the footsteps of Christ all along.

Author: Father Joe Kutch (1981)

The sanctuary lamps in all three churches burn
this week for every human person, from concep-
tion to natural death, to be recognized as precious
and beloved in the eyes of the Lord.
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Beginning on Monday, Febru-
ary 23rd and continuing through
Monday, March 23rd of the Fifth
Week of Lent, confessions will be
heard on each Monday from 5:30
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in Saint Michael’s Church.

The Light is
ON for You.

e

Celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation

SAINT MICHAEL’S PARISH OFFERINGS
February 9 - 15, 2026

Weekly Offerings: 2,409.00
Electronic Offerings: 585.00
Other Parish Income: 260.00
7. Total Parish Income: 3,254.00
= Average weekly expenses:  4,868.51
Difference: (1,614.51)

Thank you for your continued support.

SAINT MICHAEL PARISH PRAYER LIST
Barby, John & Peggy Adams, Roberta Arnold,
Karl Barton, John Bilbrey, Cassi Blaney, Joseph Blasz,
Mary Blasz, Gus Branish, Betty Brown, Dennis Clarke,
Ezra Cole, Grace Cott, Anthony DeMarco,
Kiran Dhawan, Philip Doud, Dorland & Carlene Eck,
Colleen Eklund, Leon English, Wayne Ettinger,
Aldie Fitzwater, Misty Frame, Theresa Gentile,
Douglas Greene, Melissa Gowan, William Hall,
Peter Hamburger, Barb Hinman, Maryllis Hughes,
Victoria Johnson, Emily Jones, Lauren Kreager,
David Kule, Jo Kule, Judy Lepper, Bob Lutz,
Joyce Maloney, David Martinez, Tom McBlane,

Ed “Buster” Merritt, Delina Morgan, Charlotte Morse,
Mary Nybeck, Pamela Porter O’Brien, John O’Brien,
Leo Parchesky, Ramona Parker, Gary Paquette,
Lori Pellegrini, Olivia Perrotto, Giselle Phillips,
Elizabeth Ross, Joan Ross, Roger Rossi, Pat Rushin,
Cristy Schmelzle, Marilyn Scott, Ahmed Hassa Sharief,
Anthony Shipula, Christine Shipula, Bev Smith,
Elaine Strange, Wayne Strange, Alyssa Van Zile,
Elias Vroman, Steven Wilber, John Wilcox, Fran Zizza
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PorE LEO XIV
FEBRUARY PRAYER INTENTION
FOR CHILDREN WITH INCURABLE DISEASES
Let us pray that children suffering from
incurable diseases and their families re-
ceive the necessary medical care and sup-
r port, never losing strength and hope.

2026 PIEROGI SALE

Saint Michael’s Altar & Rosary Society’s annual
Pierogi Sale is underway! Their delicious potato &
cheese pierogies are just $10/dozen. They freeze very
well, so be sure to stock up!

There are order forms by the bulletins in all three
churches. Order by phone by leaving a message at (570)
673-4125 or online from the parish website at https.://
stmichaelscanton.com/news/annual-pierogie-sale/ or via
the QR code below. Orders will be taken through March
Ist.

Pick up will be in Saint Michael’s hall on March 3rd,
4th & 5th from noon - 2 pm and on March 8th after the
9:30 am Mass until 11 am. Cash or personal check is
due at pickup.

YOU are invited to help with pierogi-making, which
is always a fun time! We will begin on Monday, March
2nd at 9 am in St. Michael’s hall & kitchen and go to
about 3 pm. Stay for the day, or just a couple |§|=ﬁ i

days as we need to complete the orders.

FEBRUARY 23 - MARCH 2, 2026 READINGS
Mon: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18 Ps 19:8-10, 15 Mt 25:31-46
Tues: Is 55:10-11 Ps 34:4-7, 16-19 Mt 6:7-15
Wed: Jon 3:1-10 Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19 Lk 11:29-32
Thurs: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25 Ps 138:1-3, 7¢-8
Mt 7:7-12
Fri: Ez 18:21-28 Ps 130:1-8 Mt 5:20-26
Sat: Dt 26:16-19 Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8 Mt 5:43-48
Sun: Gn 12:1-4a Ps 33:4-5, 18-20,22 2 Tm 1:8b-10
Mt 17:1-9

SAYRE DEANERY LENTEN PENANCE SERVICES
March 8: 2:00 pm, St. Basil, Dushore L Toun ouny
4:30 pm, Epiphany Church, Sayre £ '
March 15: 2:00 pm, St. Michaels, Canton, N
4:30 pm, St. Peter & Paul Towanda T from s

SAINT MICHAEL CEMETERY ASSOCIATION’S
ANNUAL SHROVE TUESDAY CHILI COOK-OFF
Congratulations to John Ciribassi for winning the
chili cookoff and to Cathy Asbury for winning the des-
sert competition. See you February 10, 2027!

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL
As of February 14th, we have reached 83% of our
$20,283 parish goal. $16,935 has been donated or
pledged by 63 donors, which makes our current partici-
pation rate 23%. Thank you to everyone who has con-
tributed, both financially and with your prayers.

THIS WEEK ON 1'01‘ med, WEEK OF FEBRUARY 22, 2026
FORETOLD

From the beginning, God had

a plan to save man from sin. With

he also has a specific plan for you.
Watch Foretold to rediscover
God's providential love for you.
SAINT PETER

Watch the epic story of the
spread of Christianity during the
early years of the Church. This
film follows the journey of St. Pe-
ter through his martyrdom on a
Cross.

ST. PoLYCARP | CATHOLIC SAINTS

Join Dr. Ben Akers and Mary
McGeehan as they dive into the
life of St. Polycarp, a second cen-
tury bishop and martyr. St. Poly- |
carp was a student of St. John the & -
Apostle, defended the faith against early heres1es and
offered his life like Christ as a martyr.

Set up your free account by visiting formed.org/signup.
Use zip code 17724 to find our parish.

Umbert the Unborn

HERE | AM,
JUST CONCEIVED

A BRAND NEW
HUMAN BEING
WITH TWO PARENTS.

by Gary Cangemi

I'M LIVING
PROOE.

LOVE BEGINS AT
CONCEPTION.
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Knights of
Columbus

Meetings
are the second

it mhomiomn) "ot i
b ] TR@Y. Pﬁ.m Ld
www.hooverclothingstore.com
754 Canton Street * Troy, PA
Monday-Saturday * 8am-Spm ¢ 570-297-7770

ST. AGNES SCHOOL
102 Third Street
Towanda, PA 18848
(570) 265-6803
www.stagneselem.com
Pre-K (3 & 4 year olds) to Grade 6
Scholarships available
Middle States Accredited
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Wednesday of the Month at
7:15 pm in Saint Mlchael
Hall. New mem- [a]ys
bers are always
welcome. Join
online here:

Pepper Funeral Home
and Cremation Facility, Ine. Paul (P-D.)/Repper, Owner/Supervisor
Services with/love and compassion.
Springbrook Drive, Rt, 14 South, Canton, PA 17724
(570) 673-4333 - ;www.pepperfuneralhomes.com
WITH SPRINGBROOK.DRIVE-CREMATORY ON-SITE

Hawthorn Ridge Builders, LLC

Trinity Family Health Care
Paul J. Hamburger, B.S., D.C., C.F.M.P.
Doctor of Chiropractic
18109 Route 14, Troy, PA 16947
570-297-0471 - 272-203-1246 (Fax)

St. Michael Parish member

SAINT MICHAEL’S
ALTAR & ROSARY
SOCIETY
Saint Michael’s
Altar & Rosary
Society is open to
all women of the
parish. We meet on the 2nd
Wednesday of each month in
Saint Michael’s Church hall at
1:00 pm. We always welcome
new members.

4423 Leona Road
Columbia Crossroads, PA 16914
Phone/Fax: 570-297-4711
Email:
hawthornridge@gmail.com
PA030014
St. Michael Parish member

M Thrus

INSURANCE AGENCY

Agency Owner: Martin Watson
465 Reuter Boulevard
Towanda, Pennsylvania 18848
(570) 265-7300

insurance@thrushagency.com
Specializing in car, home, life,

business, and farm insurance

1961 Leona Road,
Troy, PA 16947
Hours:
LE o [\ Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm
MEAT PLANT Saturday: 7am - 3pm
""""" Closed on Holidays
For information or to place an order call us at:
Local: (570) 297-3574, Toll Free: (800) 416-3968
Fax: (570) 297-3562
e-mail: sales@LeonaMeatPlant.com

BWCE

BRANN WILLIAMS & CALDWELL
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

1090 WEST MAIN ST.
TrROY, PA 16947-0277

o ! o PHONE(570)207-2192 = s .
120 TROY ST., CANTON

The Golden Oak, Inn

Bed and (Brealifast g?g PA 177240146
477 Canton Street PHONE (570) 673-5495
Troy, PA 16947 - sy
570-297-4315 ; A %m"@’-mmwmﬂw
www.TheGoldenOakInn.com be‘“‘/ can tuust.
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www.ChristinaFleury.com

517 Main Street, Towanda
570.265.6000
Wills, Powers of Attorney,
Estates, Family Matters,
and more.
Respecting the dignity and
lifetime of experiences

BARRETT LAW OFFICES
Patrick J. Barrett, II1
Attorney and Counselor at Law

17-21 Troy St. - PO Box 157
Canton, PA 17724
570-673-5180

Fax: 570-673-5780
patbar.law@frontiernet.net

507 West Pine Street

Athens, PA 18810
570-888-0297

Fax 570-888-4142
patrick@barrettlawofficepa.com

Canton, Pa
670.673.4125
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(ALL SIZES AVAILABLE IN
BULK OR BAGGED)
“CAN’T BEAT COAL HEAT”

ker Stoves
SALES, PARTS & SERVICE

116 WALNUT STREET, ATHENS, PA 18810
26 WEST MAIN STREET, CANTON, PA 17724
13 STATE STREET, TOWANDA, PA 18848
FIRST LOOK PREGNANCY CENTER — LIMITED
ULTRASOUND. 209 WEST LOCKHART STREET, SAYRE, PA 18840
FREE PREGNANCY TESTS
(570) 721-2936 OR DIRECTOR@HOPEGATECENTERS.COM

@ Hopegate

ncy & Parenting Support Centet

tributes of life
Gerald W. Vickery, Jr.

of every client

Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc.
1093 West Main Street, Troy, PA 16947

vickeryth.com
Daniel Gilliland, Supervisor

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

SUN-THURS 11 AM-8pM

0 FRi & SAT 11aM-9PM
7 RIVERSIDE PLAZA

BLossBurG, PA 16912
570-638-6323 @“e" -V>

WWW.HOPEGATECENTERS.COM
242 MAIN STREET
BLOSSBURG, PA 16912

©
TABLE
2 570-781-7050

SUNDAY-SATURDAY: 7:00AM - 7:30PM

SAINT MICHAEL’S
CEMETERY ASSOCIATION
Call or email for information
Jim Ross, Chairperson
(570) 651-0489
huckleberrycow@yahoo.com
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Pray for us.

I..A 673-3181/SA: 6'13-3182
15519 RT. 14, TROY PA 16947

GMFIC
(Since 1877)

Daniel Gilliland
Funeral Director
dgilliland@tributesoflife.com

P 570-297-3030
€ 570-506-3665
f 570-297-4093

Midway truck stop

Owner: The Lees

PHONE 570-673-4328
State route 14

Roaring Branch Pa
Monday-Friday: 11 am - 8 pm
Saturday: 6 am - 2 pm
Closed Sunday

Grange Mutual Fire Insurance Company
Located in Troy, PA since 1877.
- Homeowners - Mobile Homeowners
- Farm Owners - Rental and Seasonal Properties

Wendy Howe, secretary
570-297-4779

Tom Elliott, agent
570-358-3940

F T Steinbacher « Goodall - Yurchak

Your elder care and special needs law firm

Quality representation in litigation
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(Formerly the Law Offices of Leslie Wizelman)

PAElderCounsel.com * 570.746.3844



http://www.christinafleury.com/
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com
http://www.TheGoldenOakInn.com

